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PREFACE

' The following study of German operations against the Allied
bteachhead at Anzio, from 22 January to 31 May 1944, is based on
the available journals and records of the German Tenth and Four-
teent: Armies. It should be noted that the facts and opinions
expressed in the text refleci the German voint of view, all state-

vhts on 4llied troop strength, are German esu,mates.

Records of the German Air Force were not available, there-
ore the detalls of sir action sgainst the veschhead hes not been
ncluded;'

L]

The expressions, tanks, arﬂorei (Penzer), 1
safentry, (Jager), and. armored inf aatrv, (Panzer G enauier),
have been left in the German for purposes of clarif i
German-tactical symbols, for German units, have hea
maps;y a brief glcssarr of sym uO7S will be found at
this publiecation,

The enclosed maps of the Anzioc area =re oli editions, sud
- o uot. include newly constructad hzbitetions and rosds, Grid
coor 'inates irn tha taxt refer tc ‘lap of Italy, sheet 158 (Littoris),
GSGS 4164 seccnd edition, 1943. seczle 1l: 100,000,

oy




INTROIUCTION TC THE .NAIO CailPLIGH

Ttaly's capitulstion on 9 September 1943, and the resulting
surrender of the Italian .irmed Forees gave rise to many problems
for the Germs=n High Command. Chief among thesze wes the question
of how much ue“rltorv the Germsn High Command should strive to
hold, i,e,, at what point the 4llicd offensive would hsve to be
h=ltad, The surpriss landings on the Mone! of Italy and =t
Salernc, couried with rapld cdvances, lei to the £all of the large
e‘“bcsea, such as Fogria, This left the High Commend with the
twofola tesk of sscuring the Po Basin with its grest relitical,
economie, rn:i militery sirnificance, as well as the DOl“t‘C'Lly
important region «f Rome, 4 line of dafense had to be esteblished
in the mountesins of centrel Italy, How far to the south it
2ould be esteblished woull -lepend upon *the nvailability of troeps,
ilowever, due to the number, condition, =nd distritution of Garman
*roops,' b the time, ~n advantegecus realization of this task WES ~not

possible

In southern Itely, Marsh=l Kesselring, the uonnanu v in
ief South, commendcd eight dividions, mostly motorizel or
¢ rmored, hlnh were fighting onposite seveﬁte en u¢l*ei sivisions.
& pertion of these Germen units hed come from ofriea and hed nct
yet been brought back to full strengthy thu cther part consisted
of reactivsted divisions from th . eagtern froat, lh“ g forces
hal clso been weekensd during their retrest through southern
Itely. Therefore, they could not ke:expicted to csbeblish = firm
cdefense line, if the +1lics should continue thelr concantroted
cffensive to the Jorth,

Lh
T

Northern Itely wes occuélcd by army Group B under the commsnd
of Marshel Ro mel., This .rmy Griup comprised thirteen divisions,
which had errived in Italy shortlv before or during the C£ﬂitq
tion, These units were, for the most vert, reorganized or ra-
cctivated divisions from the Erstorn front, Due to the i
mobility of these units, znl the lrck of e-uipnoent, they were not
suitable for combrt Auty in the south, rs long ss the froat h-d
not beconc stebilizel,

The Commenier i_ Chief South wrs directel to fight -n
initial deleying action "1th the forces sveilanls Lo him, Lrmy
G%ﬁup E was loft in northorn ITtely to socure the cozmsi, 2al to

levots itsell %c the f ificnulmn of thenorihern inennincs
in case of = rapi’ los of ceatrsl Italy, In thc beginning of
Cetober, th: Commander in Chiof South sueseelel in establi
thin line of resistznce fro~ ¥eples to Termcli, Cr 10 Cec
1943, ths German High Comma-1 orlsrel ths "o"mnﬂl :r i1 Yh
South to continue thess tretics u tc the line, Gretn to Ortons,
and to meke & stand in this nlventrgeous mountrin position
(Burnherd cor Gustsv position)., To bolst:'r his forcus, two in-
fantry divisions of irmy Croup F were transferrel te She Com-
mender in Chief South, Simultonsously, he was chrrge ! with the
tesk of seﬂhring the coast in the ‘egior of Kome., Iray Grour B
wos ordercd to pancify its zcne - st partiscn uctivthﬁo, @8-
peciaiLy the Istrisn peninsuls, ond to se

oastal 5pcu*ity For thesz tasks, nin isioas were left =t

tbv disposal cf army Group B; twe of its livisions hrving he.n
trensferrcd te the Commsnlsr in Chisf S cnd “wo to the
EBestern Front, Thers were consteat throcts of sn 4llic. invesion
in central Itsly, which -ould bring the front in southorn Ite y
to & state of collaps . Tﬂb‘uf0¢q, ~rmy Group ¥ s or rol

congolidrnte an apennine Jofensive line, s~uth of Golognr, £nd
b b4




e¢ke preparations for its ocrupation,

Until the end of November, the situstion was furthor stabiliz-
cde ' On <l November 1943, Marshsl Kesselring wcqulre tho title
Commenlir in Chief Southwest, n~nd tcok over commanl of the sntire
Ttalian thester, The Communder in Chief Southwost was responsible
for all military action in Italy, The High Commen’ of irmv Group

C, wes ecctivated to assume cherge over all the .rmy uniLs rohsin-
ing in Italy, end constitutel thu staff fo” the Commanlor in Chief
Southwest, It did not comm-ni the Navy an’ iir Forece, but con-—
trollied units of the diir Forec fighting on 1snd, ani m's chrrged
with eiministratioc: in the zone of operstions, Rommel auni the

High Comncnd of Jrmy Group B was shifted to Franee,

at the time of tho eppointnent of the Commander in Chief
Scuthwest, two ermics were formed unier army Group C the Chief
of Staff heing Brigslicr Gensral Yostphal, The didtribution of
these forces is shown in necp number 1.

Tenth irmy
Sommrnders Gcnorﬂl von Vietinghof?

Chief of Staff: Colonel Yentzell, GSC
ireat  Centrsl Italy
Units: 1lAth irmored Gorps
: 76th irmorci Cerps
Ten divisions

To the rerr, the army hoanﬂry fol | ths 1line Plonbino to
Porto Glvitanove, The sresn of Terroc ome-Orb-tzllo, was not.
pert of this zons; it was alm'nlstereﬂ by the XI Air Force Corps

which was lirectly unler the 4irmy Group,

Fourteenth \rmy#

Gensral von Meckensen

Connenlers
Chicf of Staffs Colonsl Eruser, GSC
areas  Northern Italy
Units: &7th .rmy Corps

5lst HNourtain Corp .
Fine livisions (only tow quelific . for combsat)

Operztionsl Zoness

wIristic Cozstsl Region unilcr Licutensant
Genernsl XKubler :
wlpine anprorches under Lieutencnt Goneral

Witthoft, ~he slso commendel the scetor,
;nco.a~Venice on the <23t cerct

ts gtaff h 1 bean fornes
Greup B h Ge~ qu rters.,
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from Rommel's .rom

: » trensleation of o telstyops Lﬂlc“stqﬂling
reach 3 xrmbl Forc:s High Commend (0K} rnl arghsl
frepisni, bOW"ng Germeny's rclstionship with the new Itzlian
Renublican Government:

1. It is essential thrt Italy i1l continus to nskoe ex—

1

tensive ceontributicns in the continuation of the war,

For thrt, it is necessary thate e

. the Germeh p el _vrt of It=ly sh~1l not bc
trestad as my territory, but =s = friendly
country;



b, &nd, the suthority and independunce of the Italien
(Republlcan) government shall be established and
maintained, : :

2+ In this spirit, the zone of operstions shall be confined
“to an ares of 35 mlles,‘behlnd the front ih central Italy,

end to the frontier regions in the North where the lines

of communlcatlon to Fre nce and Gerwanv must be protected,

The remalnder of the QOUntry will be administsered byrtha
Ttzlian Governmont, Zones of operﬂtlons at the coasgt

" have been designated, but only at the time of an omcmy
landing will the Gorman drmed Forces teke over the ad-
ministrstion: frpm the Itallans._'

A Plenlpotentlary Representative. for the German Armed
Forecs in Italy (General of thc Infantry Toussaint) is

' upp01nted_for the territory adninistered by the Italicn
governnent,  He is directly subordinate to the German
Arncd Forecs High Comnond, His main tasks arec:

a. to represent the interests of the German Armed
Forces with the Itcliazn government, and insure
that their demznds arc carried through by the
Italicn government or its subordinate authorities;

b, and to land suppert to the Italian government annd
its euthoritics; as frr as nceéssary, in the exe-
cution of governmental mcasures znd in their rclations
with the German troops.

3. The dcefense of’ thc line Gagtr—Ortonr hes « doeigive sig-
nificancc in the continu-tion of the common struggle,
With thc loss of Romey Itely would cezse to be & bel-
ligerent country on the side of the dxis. Consequently,
all auxilisry forecs of thce country hrve to be mobilized
to protv-et the deep flenks -nd long shorclincs, in order
to free the Germrn firecs as much rs pessible fer employ-
ment ot the front, Units of tho ‘rmf, the Navy, =nd the
Air Foreec nre to uti l1z< Iteliion voluntonr withecut ro—
strictions, -

4o The renctivrtion of Imrgs Itclion formctions is to be
cerricd out in lrmy Training Geontors cutside of Itrly,

The outstanding eonsider-tion was the apprrent smell number
of Germnn troops in Itnly, and the reletive cquerlitv in strength
between the Tenth ~nd the Fourteenth urmies., Tretically, this
wrs not to be expected, but thore were svveral ressons for such
distribution, Eceruse of events in the East, and the necessity
to prepare against an invasion in the VWest, the German High
Command was in no position to substantially strengthen the forces
in Italy, " The uncertainty regasrding new Allied lendings, the
political unrest, and the resistznce mevement in northern Italy,
forced the High Command to leave s lerge number of availsble
forces in northern Itely. Therefore, until the 4llied invasion.
of Normandy, only two divisions were ussigned to the Fourteenth
Army, Its other components were made~up from divisions in rest
or reactivated divisions, from training snd replacement units,
end numerous smaller formetions, namely, fortress battalions,
security battalions, etc. 4s soon: as ¢ division of the Four—
teenth Army reached full combat strength, it was assigned to the
Tenth Adrmy and exchrnged for o bettle-wenry division, This lesd
to a constant oxehsnge ‘of units between the two armies, and
encbled the Germans to continue the defanse st the front with

te



relativoly few livisions.  On the other hanl, this precedure put
¢ heavy lerd on the communicaticns syst.rm in Iftely, which had
bocn greatlj inerpoecitetod by illic! rir sttacks cs well as ‘slow-
ing up the dof.nse pr: p4rmtlfns along th  coasts, Under thesc
cirecumstances, the Fourtcunth .ray wrs force’l 't sct as = roser—
voir of forces f~r the front, ' It slsc hrd to carry out its

migsicn of fortifying th. corst =nd preifyi-g the country -rith

)

weaX ond untresinel units,

Until the lending ¢t inzis, r£n? von up to the tin
YMormenty invesicn, the nreparstions for the censtel ‘e
It-lv hed »rivsry impertence, By means of snell e=ni pocer
equippe’ oir reconnaissancs uanits, anl oth r irtelligence sources,
34 of the eveilsblc L1111 7 rescrves and shirping coul!
be nslc, svartheless, the Germen comnsni wes net inferme as
to the netusl pre paraticns nnd target sreas for - 1*%’ ng, Lond-
ings were possible on a tacticrl seele in sunpert of the oxist-
ing Ttelian front, or on a strategicerl serle with the‘?in to
cut—off the entire irmy Group., Thus, thv entire ITtelirn coast
wns unler constant threst, Five lefense soctors, centerel
srcun! Gener, Livorno, Rome, Rimini-Ravenna, roi Istris, wsre
formel beeruse various cesstal sectors were suitrble ns possible
laniling peints., These icfensc scetors were fortifici snd rein-
foree: with the -vaileble forees. The shoreline botween these
scetors wes guarlel by smell units anl obstreles, In Jctober,
the Fourtecnth .rmy begsn to ccnsclilate, thz Gothic Ling, »
lond defonse line zeross the .pennines between Lo Spezic onl
Pesarc, ~nl the Verslpen Line, in the .lps from the Swiil front-
ier to Istria, In the case cof o suceessful .llied lzniing, thesc
lines woull proviue prepere lefensive pesiticss in ths resr of
the central Itclian front, '

The nuaber of Gernen trocps in Italy was brrely sufficient
to hold the southern front, cs well s to strengthen the rear
creas, In the case of en enemy lon
hrve to bo iisprtohed from eljrcent
proper, in orier to prevent o co
prop:ration for this the Germrn Hi et
beceumber 1943, issuel orilers tn the Commerader i
(Frmcb -nl Lolsnig), the Co menicrr in 3
(Palkrng), en? +he Gonmcnler of the Roplaccmont -

: I

n

c
ing, reinfcreceacnts woul?
theaters, anl frea Gerirny
s c¢f the .rry Group., In
thc zn’t of

n Chicf “est

G 3y M

o
in Chicf

avgelify-
are te bo treasforret *o the cvent
of 2 len'i g, Thus, the =rovd arrivel
o the Cormanloar in Chiouf 3muthweot U:
the Coren?cr in Chi.f Scouthwest wes ‘irect:’ to
“te the struggle, The Jrmy Group heloms g
ns., Msteiled orlers, lsterminc i ~hich
pen’ ok th- onqanguru? .fonSC
scetor, in ths ensc of »n (1ldc! ,_,'-- in this regrouping,
only th: ccmbnt units an’ > ecsents vice trrcps for these
units wors te be transforre . The rest voull remcin fn osita
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secure thDLT sceters,  For ‘cceptive purposcs, the veri-us ilefonss
soctors usel e o iasignstlons. (Sce lap Wo. 2,) The army Group
assigne !l ¢ tine s3

teble for alerting rn' reloploying s Vb*flﬂ units
it issus? lirsctives to slertel units, specifying tho mareh rod
convey reoutcés, anl the  loeatirn of jumps for grSOLl“b, nuniticns,
and retions, It alsc sssignc i trecops 4o rool brl e reafir,
anl provi s ! for eomnunic tions .uring ths. arreh
were fernoi by o1l roor srcea troops to combni o
attacks, '

Units wire to be rerdy to merch er lor i within eight tec tre lv
hcurs after the slert he i benn roecive 1. Yilth the alsrt the code .

nems of the lanliny place ra bo bo issued, sc thot c-ch wnit eould




procoat accors 1ng te t 18 v*escr*bel scheduls and al the Drnnor
reute, : .

wrry Group C ras fully swere of the insiequete shere forti-

ficaticns, snl of the peucity of oncupaticn ferces &t the const,
Tha ;rwy Group ecngitored 1t unlikdly that it woull by_Pva to
repulsa & mejor casny lealing, sinee reinferecnments -rul! not
immelietaly be aveileble, This wes alse realizel “v the Gorman
High Commenl, enl constent offorts were mede to strengthon. con-
langore b CﬂﬂStCL sectors; al?itionsl coastal srtillery wes sot up,
ohstecies wera ﬁonstrhctb‘; ant-sp~c1fi, ar-as verc ninel and
inan’iatet, o L ‘ RS

Thhn xtont to whlnm Thb copst was lofun ol relie’ on the nil»v
itary situstion on the.Tanth dray front, IF an allici o Fongiv
crusc ! en emorgency on the scuthern front, now unlts were lis-

patchc; from northern Ttely, - 1nuy wers “et4> by - bettle-
weery unit, anl this tenloil tc vesksn ths cor Su41 ibiunSOS. Since
this »leyel & leeisive rele in the sucesss of the .nzio lending,

a review of thoe situaticn ot the Tenth iroy. front 1n th. moaths
procelding the loniing fcllOWS. :

$e

~

No vomb*r cnld Decombar 1943, ere charactorizol by - <tr;nv7j
bitter !efensive acticn by the Tonth iray. By tcn cicus icfensc
anl by repestel loerl eruntorattacks the front was hell, an the
rctreat to the preparc! Gecto-Ortons pesition ens dc Leyed, Thus,
alusble time ros gaincd to esnsolidate this ling (Bernhsri or
Gustev position), and lster proved extrencly lvantsgenus,

“lllbl t(ctlcc rlong the frxnt rere perily rusp nsinle for the
success of the rclstively weak Tenth lrnay, Sines the attocks by
the incriesn Fifth irmy sltornated —ith the atirels ky ths Pritish
Eighth, the Gormsn Commend ~zg rble tc meve divisions from the
quict scetors eni commit then to the en’sngerc! scetors. Thus, =»
broskthrough wes aveiled., The Germmns vicllsd torrit-ry to tho !
Eritisk Tighth irmy, sc es to erncentrstoe rn the Fifth .ray frent,
an morienn broiskthrough culs mearn the loss of Beme, rnl o Gornon
WithTrf”al frem central Ttaly, In thoge toe months, seri-us omer-

: ;*o“"i ~“hencv r sn offunsive wss sterte! by one of the
cr to the ermnleticn of the opraeciing sthrek bv the
other, G rman mobils opsratic s rehisve ! en initial succoss, 80
thet ot the enl of 1943, the writle o2
of the linc, Gnota-Ortenn, The motori
of the Tenth ‘rry unisryent torrific s

S
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tinually engaged in ﬂct1Ve sectors anl 1 1it e
ond repair, During Hovember and Decembzr, stz n
personnel reinforcements ha'! to be injectel to nrevent ~ tisin-

L0
tegration of the Tenth ‘rmy. To keszp the strength of the .ray

et its former luvel, it beenne necessrry to iacrease ‘tho aumber
of livisions. The serious situsticn in Russin i3 nct per-iit
transfor of divisicns te = sceonisry thoster, 4A¥ry Group C was
foreed to releasc scme of its own troops for the front, end there-
by weeken its foress in northern Italy, . '

The only three iivisicns of the Fourtewhth oy £fit for
combat, the 44th Infantry le"sl n, the 90th Fraz r Grenaiicr
Division, aLi tho 334th Infantry J1V131on wers trensfirrel to

the Tenth wrmy, - To counter ot this lossin the nerth, the brttlo-
reaxry 65th In¢u4trv Division was teken cut of the front ot Oricns,
rnd assigned to nerth orn Itely, In ~dditi-n, tho -etivetion of tho
<78th Infrntry Divisicn, rnl the 16 SS Panzer Grensdicr Division
was orlered, The Germen Eigh Gemmend “lirecte ! the Fnurtc“nth

«ray to release the 371st Infaniry Divisicn for use 1n Luss1',

so th-t =zight livisicns were left with this aray, Sincés acne of
these Aivisicns hed full combst strength, the constnl lefenses in

b



northern Italy were decidedly weakened,

The unfavorsble results ef contiinuocus emergenci:s at the front

were plainly revealed by the situstion in the scctor wcst of Rome,
& landing in the rear of the Tenth drmy in support of the offensive
~t the freont, hel slways becn cousiderel = possibility. Therefere,
the task of securing the coast nesr Reme hrd o special significanco,
The Fourtcenth drmy coull not assumc this alditional assignment, .
further weskening of northern Itecly was not daored, incsmuch =3 the
Germrn High Compan! was uacertain cbout the intuntiens of the dllies,
such &s lrndings at Rome, Gulf of Genoa, an?l Istria, Jis » result,
trcops from the Tenth irmy were used to securc the cosstal scetor

cer Rone, This aresn was comnended by the 1st serschute Corps oper-
ating'directly un’'er the drmy Group.

Existing documents, ¢f the arny Greup rn? of the Tonth arvy,
revenled the constant confliet between thé lenrnls of the lrmy fer
recinforccments ot the front an? the necossity of maintaining = strong
occupaticn foree along tho corst in the Rone snetor,

Since no ivision, fit for cenbrt, coul'! be spare’l from the
front, only battle-rcakene? units were emplovel in the Romc seeter,
it tho beginning of Nevember, with the nggravetion of tha situ-tion
-t the front, merely one Jivision crll' be -relensel ~t n tine,
fter = short rest peri~! ncar Bome, the 'ivision woull be scnt

bsck to the front, The continurl flo of units th-t ensuerl, couse’
lefensive Drepfrqtnons ~long the corst to be negloctel, ~t the
tine ¢f the finzio lnn’'ings,

The offengive sctivitios of the .llics sl-ckeancl, ot the be-
ginning of the new year, the Tonth drmy planncl & rogrouping, in
orlsr to rest cxhruste ! livisions onl to ‘streongthen coastol icfonscs
in its arcc, It was plonnc' to retire the Prnzer Division ‘Hermrnn
Goring" (HG) nnl the <9th Prnzer Grons icr Divisicn from the Crssine
front, The <Oth Ponzer Grenahicr Division was to 'b. sssivnct te the
cocstal secter &t Rone, to reploc : 31 Panzer Grene licr Jivision,
The latter was to be tr“nsfcrrvl tﬁ the Llriatic sector on the left
flank of the Tenth arny, wherc the 90th Panzer Grens iocr Division
was tc be relicve! for enpley-ient in the corstrl ssct r, Poscara-
dnconrn, rnl the <6th Panzer Division zs & reserve behind the front,
The requirenents of this schine could net be met bocause new sttacks
by the allies ot Grssinc anl on the adriactic e sst tic l-up the
Germon forces sc thet conly the Panzer Division MHernon Georing®
an the 90th Panzer Gronslicr Divisicn ecull be remrvel fron their
rcspective scctors, Conscquently, o largs part «f the 371 Panzor
Grenacdier Divisicn remrine’ in the regicon of Reme, pen'ing relief
by the 29th Panzer Gren-dier Division,

“ut the beginning ~f Jrnusry, - new tenssness nrrse, when
vericus signs pointe? to an impenling Allied lenting, 4ir =nd
groun? roecnnsissence reverle! treops an? ships rssorbling in the
regicn of Waples, ancther inlie~ticn wns the fact th-t the of-
fensive netirns of the 4llices rgrinst the Tenth irwy chemng:! to
strong hel’ ing sttrecks. . Since intelligence ez tr the late antt
plree of an A1lic? lanling w-s lnckirg, proprreti-ns for the
lafense ~f 11 the threstened corstrl gectors, wore speelel up,
Crnsoquentlr, the drmy Greup nelifie! its plen for regreuping,
but or'ere’ the transfar ~f the 90th Prnzer Grenslicr ivisirn
frem the east cosst to the regicn ~f Rome, The trensfer of this
livisirn wns lelayel by centinue ! British Eighth irmy sttocks
west of Ortons an’ by tr-nsportation difficulties in the moun-
tzins duc to the weesther, By 15 Janusry, cnly helf the tivisien
had arrived in the vieinity of Reme, Numcrcus 1ifficulties were
encrunterel in relisving the 29th Panzer Grens iier Divisinn fron



Crssinc, The listributiern of the Germen firecs in Italy on 15
Jdanu-ry 1943 is shewn on Map Ne, 3.

at this critical stage, the preparations of the iaericon Fifth

aray for the offengive rt the Gariglinns River became nmonifest.
Since 13 January, the allies hcd been ~bservad regr-uping trocps
scuth c¢f Cessino., At first, the intentiesns ~f these noves were
nct cpparent, H”wever, during the fcllcwing lcys, up until 17
Januory, dllied air atteocks ut the Geriglinno :sector 1ncre'scd,

cnd the registraticn fire of newly empleced betteriss wos cbserved,
The Gerncn comngnd wrs now convineed that o nejor u111V; cttrck ot
the Gariglicno was imminent,

according b roernnaissance reports ot ary Group the .1lics

het enough foreces et their ispesnl to simultrne usly l-unch =
lenting rnd » new offensive, This nsssunptinn, c'upln‘_u;th the
cbserveticn of inercass? navel aetivity in the region £ Hnples,
exclule! the a’'visebility ~f rem-ving rescrves frrw the region

of Reme, in ~rder t» cppese the coming ~ffensive 2t the Gerigli-no,
Therefrre, the irmy Grrup rosslve? ¢+ lenule »11 sect.rs of the
front nrt immeiintely threstenci, cspeci-lly the dirirtic seceter,
and hrstily to trronsfer the 31 Panzer Grenadior Divigion to the
south, The bulk of the Panzer Division 'Hermann Goring" was still
avgile»le as = reserve, an? thus a weskening of the Rome scctor
coull be avoided, Originslly the Gernmnn High Commanl hed orlered
“the latter livision to be transferrel te France on 20 Janunry,

4s its repl-cenent, the 7lst Division wes cn the wey fron Istris,
This 'woul ! further strongthen the southcrn flsnk of tho Tenth
4rmy, which until the arrival of a1l thesc units consilerc! it~
self sble to brilge the erisis by conmitting 11 av-ilebl = locwl
ressrves,

On 18 Jnnuary 1944, the expocte offensiv- of the .inerican

Fifth .roy sgeinst the Grrisli-nc stort.-!, The stirckar ~aine’l
initial successes by r surprisc lsn{*ng of strong forces west of
the mcuth of this river, In hervy fighting cn Fobruary 18 and 19,
the allics erosgel the lewer Garl”ll no on ~ vile front, It
cppoenred thet the Germ-n frent in the scuth woul!l eollspsc, The
bulk cf the Panzer Division Mervran Goring ® anl 21l -lecal resorves
had already baen eomiittc ! in reticn, onl the arrivel »f the 3
Panzer Grenadier Division and 7lst Infontry Division e ull not be
expuetcd before <o Jnnusry, New norsurcs hr’ to be taken in cr'or
to prcvbnt rn ollied brnfkthr ugh, :

In spite of the thrert of an Gllicd invesicn in contral er
northern Itely, the drmy Group nor lcei“el to levlote the eonst
west of Rome excent frr smnll sccurity units, Thus, two divi-
sirns, the 29th an? 90th Prnzer Grenrlier Divisiwns, were ‘esiz-
nete? to conuet nocodntersttack ot the Goriglicne unlsr the eome
manl of the lst Prrachute Corps. The rmy Group frris~~ n guick
sucenss in this rctirn, This »rul® rel.-se ¢t the errlicst nog-
sible mrmunt the forees requirel to sceure the cr'st'n”'r'R"ﬂc.v
It wos alse estincte?l thet - suc00591ul crunterattack -t the

Geriglisne night intorrupt propurftn« sn. ‘gley - pfsslblg 1lic?
lenling, thcver, an  A1llic? bronktkr u~1 snuth f r"fssm' rS re-
ger ¢l ns ‘rngorous 8 nosucossful lenling norr Renmey o The issue

vms t~ sottle the imnelir~tc crisis .first, For th~u Iur*'” “the
Gormen Hich Commanl geve the o= bu"~Slrn’1 £ lounch' tho c unter-
attack, thoreby ermmittins ros rves - uhg Rvnu_rrcf. ‘

In exceution £ this - rlcr, z'rLicnl yacnt of trorps beépan on
th: evening «f 19 Jrnuery, For v-clﬂht hours later, cn tho .ve of
the laniings =t uﬂZlL, the Qth an’ 90th Panzer Grﬁnuklur b1v¢51ons,
un .er the cemman' «f the lst Purﬂchu > Ccrps, wore in position for
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& counterattsck ot the Goripgliano, Gt this time, there were only
snall contingents «f the «9th an’ 90th Panzer Grens 'ier Divisins
left to secure the corst west of Rome, a seetor nesrly 100 niles
lrng, stretching from Terrrcina thr ugh dnzic tc Civitaveeehis,

a« little further t< the renr lsi' the newly sctiveto! 4th Prrochute
Division, which hr ! nrt been brcught up to strength, sn' o few
tank snl antitank ccnpanies., all these units were unter the “irect
contrel of the drmy Group after the lst P-rechute Corps hn . been
place? un’er the cemmen'l ~f the Tenth irny,

The crnstal scet r west ~f Reme wrs srestly wenkonc ' onl wmns

tcliceve? un-ble t- effectively resist ~n amrhibicus - peraticn,

cerr'ing to cstinntes, ~n illie! lanlings in this sect-r woul’
tring the sruthern front to o state ~f erllapse, since there wwere
n~ reserves cvaila*le to oppoge such -n perstion, Hovever, since
the stert -f the illic’ ~ffunsive at the Grriglirn-, n further in-
tellirence sbout preperoticrns £or o lan’ing he ' been ~btaine?, =ni
thi Germen Cormnenl believel vhet the erisis he! boen averte!l,



D&iLY ACCOUYTS‘OF’THE'BATTIE.OF‘ANZIO
J.NU .RY 1944 TO 31-MaY 1944

1. 22 JANUSRY 1044 to 25 JINUSRY 1944

1111 lanlings at Anzio in the morning «of <2 January came as
£ vurpr se to the German Hich Cﬂmman“, anl confrcntc‘ the Gorman
lofense »t its weakest pcint, in rospect to time on! plbe. army.
Group' C hal believel in the possibility of an a111c1 lan”inz be=
causz concentraticns cof ‘trocps, sn! ships hal-been rep rtu’l between
Naples anl Sieily. since 13 Jenuary, However, peniing the ‘utecome
of the coperdtions.on the Grriglianc river, thJ execution ~f ~n
amph:blous lxntlng seeme ! imprcbalble, This opinicn wes further
supportel by the belief thet the German countersttack from the right
flank cf the Tenth irmy woull ereate & crisis, This w ul. ‘elsy =
plenncd landing, Heovy szir rail s on the reilways enl roals in
central anl northern Italy coull not bo interpretel as pr paratiocns
for a lanling, since it was alsc possible that these rails were
intenled te cut the Tenth drmy supply lines,

In view cf the thkrestouning allie?l breakthrough st the Gar-
igliano river, drmy Group C had withlrawn cembet frorces froa the
Fone aree en” transferrcl them t- the scuth for the crunterstisck,
The only units remaining in the Reme arca were battle-fatiguel,
an! not preperedl fur offensive werfare, The strencth ~f the
troops romaining in the ars< west of Rime wes s smell thet they
coul? merely be smployel for e sstrl cbserveticon in the Tarquiniz—
Terracina sceter. Units were committol eleong the coest os follows:

Seetrr Tarquinis - Mouth of the Tiber: 46 nilces lons,

Twe batt-lions ¢f the 90 th Panzer CGrenalier Division were
lecated on the cerast, anid cne “attalicn in the rear, at
Lzke Praceiann, The £ 1l~wing Itslian ccast ~rtillery
was aveilable: twe sntieirersft guns (7.6 cm), tvelve
light hewitzers (10 cm), twelve heavy hewitzers (15 em),
cight guns (7.5 em), anl six guns (10.5).

Sceter Mouth of tho Tiber — dnzic — HMruth of the Lsturas
41 miles long,

The fcllowing unite were lecatel on the cosst: twe engineer
companies «f the Ath Prrachute Divisicn, nne unglnoer cCm—
peny of the «9th Panzer Grenadlier D1v1slrn, snl one Panzer
Grenadier battslion, of the <9th Panzer Grensdior Divisicn.
The following ccoagt nrti: *vry wes available:  ong hewitzer
(7.5 em), seven howitzers (10em), eloven hewitzers (15 cm)
three guns (7.5 cm), blvht funs (lO em), twuo guns (10,5 cms,
three guns (15.5 en), anl six guns (17 en),

Sector Mouth of tho asturs - Terrecinas 32 miles long,

The Reconnaigsance Battalion of the 29th Panzer Grenadier
Division was employe! for constal observetion, The fol-
lowing coast srtillery wrs available: four antiaireraft
guns (7.5 cn), five antisirer-ft guns (9 cm), twe howitzers
(10 em), twe runs (7.6 em), four runs (10, Scm) two guns
(12,2 em), anl two puns (15,2 cm).
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The Rome & lbsnese "lountsins nrent

Onz Panger dompsny, cné Italian assault cun ceoomprny, cue
lirht antiaire raft br ttery; units of the 4th Parnchute
Division, anl replsccment units ¢f the Panzer Divisicn
"Hermann Goring ", Units of the 4th Parachute Divisicn
nnt the Panzer Divisicn "Hermann Goring " were ncither
completaly up to strength ncr traine!l,

4s = result, dlliel lan.ing forces met practically nc resis-
tanee in the morning cf 2< Janusry, en!i no German forces were avail-
sble for en immelicte .counterattack, The situartic was ren erel
more serious for the German army, because the conly her lquorter in
the Rome area wsas ;rmy Group C Pe’@quarters. No cther stoff was
avellabl. to creanize an energeney lefense.

Geérmon elr reconnaissance h-l faile !, UHeither the enbarks-

icn of invasion frrees nor their swpreosch wrs cbservel, ot zbout
0500 Healquarters urmy Greup C received the first rorecrt ~f the
landing, ‘The basic Germnn “ocuments, of .irmy Group C an’ of Head-

gu-rters I Parrchute Ccrps, ~utlinines the ccurse f the lan’ing
an’ subsequent baitle sre not zvailable at present, Therefors, in-
form~ticn about theevents until the evenin~ of 5 Jonunry, wWos
limite? to recorls of telephone erlis botwesn army Group C znd its
srnies. These notes rive the followin® situsticn until <5 Janu-ry
1844, when *the Fourteenth drmy tork cver the commrnl ot the bosch-
her : o :
The critic~l situation st the s-uthern firnk ~f the: ignth
irmy hr 1 nscessitate?) the comoitment ofF gll troinel German rcserves
rvriloble in the Itrlisn Thecter, The sbscnce ~f immeliste Germen
countermessures, in the face ~f .llie! lon’inss scuth ~f Rene, enulil
ct—nff vrsgitions »f the Tenth ‘rrv, This =wrull Los 4o the erllapse
of the ~ntire s~uthern Italisn frent, .roy Group G, rscosnizins
this iangercus situation, intenlel tr estrblish - 'efensive line
cn the benchesl as quickly =s -nssible, &t thet tine, it he ! tc
be =ssumc . thrt the iiscemberkins (1liel ferces might ssiz the
dlbanese i lntqlns, i.e. the key :~siticn in the aren south of Rrne,
before sufficient German tre ns coull be brought up frr = Jefense,
These consi lersticns ieternined the necessity fer a German. counter—
attack, For this purpose, reinfercemciits were te be transferrel to
Italy from cther theaters. : . ‘

wfter the allie!l leonding wes ruﬂﬂ¢upk, .ry Grour C initiste?
the fellowing: messurss. First, it nlertel the 4th Pdruchute oivisicn,
which was beins sctivatel ﬁursu'nt to the provisisng of overation
'Richard ", aznd tho replacenent units ¢f the Prnzer Division
®ermenn Gurln"'g both in the Rone eresn., Their mission wos to
block &ll reads lea ine tc Rome -n' #ll.roc’s le- tinz fron the scuth
to the .lbanese llounteirs, The Commnnlent of Rore, Prl'fil cr Gon—
ernl Schlemmer, wrs rssirnel to ths tneticsl ccmnr.i in the lanling
rror, Sseceonl, st 0600, irmv Greup G sent o rerort te the .rned
Forces Hirh Comm«nn Thut lanling took place, nn” rogquestc! thet
the tesgk fercoes yTCVllBt,fOT in operaticon "Richeor? @ bo sent te Italy.
The .rmed Ferces Hirk Commrn? srilerol the folleowin: treans fron
other therters to Itnly, The 715th Xntnrlz. i Inf fntrf Division, the
998th irtillery Battalion (GHQ tror-s), t 1qt B-ttrlion, 4th
Prnzer Reriment, antl tho 301st Prnzor B’ttn¢1on, ith romote con-
trolle? lemelitirn vehicles, were to bo transferre! fron the "=st,
The Commrnler Southeast w-s to ?urnwsh tlb 114th Licht Division
(J"ex-31v151on) snl two srtillery bottalicrns (u“Q troops, Bo-
cruse neither the Commrnler T'"*st ner the Comman’er Southeast coult
rrovile = sscenl livision ss rg plonnel in omeratirn Michar

1

becrusc of the fransfer of trocps to Russia, the imncliatc activa-
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tion of the 921 Infantry Jivision, in. ItulJ, wes orier-i, The
following units, from the Replscement lrmy in Gerasny, vere orderel
to Itely: Headquarters LXXV Corps, the Infentry Demonstration Regi-
ment, 1026th Groenn licr Reglment,.1027th Panzer Grens i-.r Reginent,
the .rtillery Demonstration Reriment, the Recket Jemenstrotion
B-ttalicn, three basttrlions cf security troops, tvo battzlions of
Russian voluntecers, (Qst-Bateillone), six construction battalions,
and the 508th Panzer Battalion with Tiger tanks, Thirl, -t 0710,
Heodquarters drmy Greoup cr lure' Her iquarters Foubtecnth ~rmy te
transfer, to the asszult sres, oll forces provile! fer in crersticn
"Richarad @, The Fourtesnth irmy oriered the 65th Infantry Divisien,
from Gener (lsss cne repiment), 3621 Infentry Divisinn, froa Rimini
(less one reciment), snd 16th SS Panzer Grons lier Divisicn with two
resinents (one fron Livorno anl nne fren Lubiana) to proceel im-
nelintely to the berchesrl,- These trocps left for Rome on the evene
in of 22 Janurry and during the course of <3 Jenuery. Fourth, at
0830, army Group orlered Hesdguarters Tenth .ir-y to transfor the
H“'ﬂqu°rtbrs of I Parrchute Corps nni all ccmb-t troops thot could
be snaral to tbo berehher 1 ~s quickly as possible, Units most suit-
~hle, for release by the Tenth .rmy, were the 7lst Inf-ntry Divisinn

the bulk of the 341 Panzer Gren- iier Divisinn, Only wrrts «f these
Yivisions wore emplovel £t the Tonth Lrmy frent, whils the remainier.
was still on the merch frem the nerth, In allitien, leesl re-

‘servaes were ~lse withirrwn frem the scuthern front, Since tonks

were lanlel at the very besinning ~f the 41linl lanline 2t inzic, it
wes important to rele-se entitrnk forecs ~n? ~rtillery for oploy-
ment ot lnzic, The frllowiry treons of thoe Tonth lrmy wore acved
to the beachherd on 2¢ January snl lrins the night of 22 Janurry.
From the ~rcea of Cassino came the 31 Prnzor Grensier Division,

less one roginent, cne artillery bsattalion, anl cne gngincer
company)s the Ste fP Rbccnnfﬂss"nce Brttba llrn, ong’ nrltlle'*" b ttale
ion, anl one antia 1rcﬁq¢t artillery battalicn of Penzer Division
Mermsnn Goring " Reconncissance Battali-n «f the <6th Prnzer Jivi-
131on, intitank B-ttalicn (Fonaerjrscer) cof the 71st Infentry Divisicng

5<5th Hervy antitank Bettslion (CEQ trocnrs); 450th anl 451st Licht
artillery B-ttalinns (CHQ trcops); nni 764tb Heavy %rtillcry Bate
talion CHQ troops). The Alribt1, szctor lost the 31 Brttalinn, -1st -
kegiment of the lst Prrrchute Divisicn; the Meching Gun' Lﬂttull\n of
the lst Prrchute Division; rne battalion of the trnk reginent, 26th
Panger Division; rnl 590th Heavy .ntitsnk Battrlicn (GHQ trocps).
Headquerters 71st Infentry Divisicon and ell elenents of.the 7lst
Infentry Division newm envcute ‘fwnm the ncorth- te the Tenth .rmy were
thrown into the «nzioc nositicns, 4t 1700, Herlqurrters I Fercchute
Corps #ssume’. comarnl in the sccter T’rn‘lnl. -~ Terrscine sni estsblish-
el a defensive line sround the allie’ beﬂchhe""ith =11 ~v-ilnble
an? - arrivig forces rs they were allette?! by Tenth army.

Tenth irmy units move’ to the beachhes1 raupilly, “Jesrite enemy
pir rri’s, This was male prssible bv emnloyine staff officers, svail-
rble = Heedquarters Army Grour, Tenth irmy, nnl Corps, to reroute
the traffic, These ~fficers hrl t~ livert troovs, srrivias from north-
ern Italy enl criginally lestinel for the scuthern front of Tenth:
army, in thoe lirsction of the beachhenl, Units with no-organic
transhertation were brought-un guickly, by the use of aveileble
sup-ly columns,  dvailsble rear nreAa troeps were cmrlovel to clear
the iey, snow-covere mnunt in rasscs, "

The 41lliel =lvance on the berchhesd on the first 1oy of the
lanling 1il not conform to the Germ-n High Commanl's expecteatinns,
Instenl of movinr-nCrthwarL with the first weve to scize the =
Albancse Meuntains =nl nerthierstwar Iwith Mount Lepini ns the ter—
get, the lanling forces limite'! their ohjective, Their initi-l
retion wes te cocupy & small beschher ', This messurc fully corres-
ponied with the-4Allie! lanling plan, & copy of which . hni fallen into
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Germ~n h-nls at the beginning of the orerstinn, but German lefenses
anl troops were insufficient to ~rcvont further alv-nces, ha. they

been me le. Consoqupntly, furing 22 an.t 23 Janu-ry, the Gernrn Come
nrnd ha?l time to reinforce the lefenses, sc that by <4 Jenurry the

beachheal mss encircled, anl the 41lic ! reconnaigsance patrols mot

German resistance,

Initially. the only rsvailable forces for the constructicon of
¢ icfensive line were, cxcept for the rinor ‘stachments clertel in
the Reme srés, the unite .llocrte! by Tenth army. Unler the com-
mens of the I Barschutc Corvs, three livisional sectors wore set
ur. Reinfcrcements were assigne! tc these sectors rs they srrivedl,
The Ath Parschute DlV]S’Pn wes in commanl of the lisstern Sector.
The six infantry sn' twe drtlllery battalions in this sectrr were
hrstilly assemblel, Their missinn was, in = '7“iticn to the oceupa-
tion of “efunsive pesitions, to rrateet the ecast ur to the Tiber
river, The 3" Frnzer Gren- lier Divisicn commen?e” the Sonter Scetor,
This sectrr w=s to b the cenber of resistenee, since the first
obiretive of rn illie! ~tirck wos rsswmed to be the ilbrncss "ountains,
Therefore, its front wes loss hron’ -n? more strensly menne', The
Ergtorn Sccior, consilecred unsuitrble for =n encmy ottrck, 175 unler
the enmman? of Hosdquorters, Panzer Division ™ermenn Goérinc®) which
o1 enly incomplate units at its lisvosal, In alliticn, these units
rere responsible for the ~rotection of the coast as far 2s Terracina,

The 71lst Infantry Division was movel to the erastal s“ctor
cbove the line, Tiber -~ T- rquinic, beerusc the Germen Cerman! oxe—
pectel sncther 11lic lanling nerth of the Tibker, Proviously, cnly
thrbe brttalions of tht 90th Ponzer Grene ii:r Division were cmpleyei
in this sector, E

When it buC ne clbur on << Januory thut the alliel londng ot
anzio weg ¢ mejor oreraticn, Hesalgquerters iray Greur € leei’e’® in the
i 3 q "
r

svening te liscontinue the countorsttrck ot the Geri-lisnc rive
Thus, &lliti- el treops woull be ne e evailnble for com itmont rpainst
the berchhead, In the evening of << Jaunuary, army Grous orierc’ the
Tenth army tc senl thrue Grenadicr brttslicas nn ~no ~rtillery brte
talien fream the Fanger Divisicn Hermsnn Gering®, cne Panzer Grene
wlier reginent znl vt artillory bottalinns fronm the 15 th ranzer
Grenadier Divisicn, cne battalion frﬁn Regiment "™Bran’enburs ¥, 60th
Engineer Brttrlinn (GHY trocps), anl ~ne rntisireraft sriillery
bettalion (GHQ tre ps), t- the beschhesl, In s3%iti n, the 26th
Ienzer Division, Whlch wes employe?l ' n the left flank . f the Tbnth
irmy, wes relievel an' transt. rred to Lvezmarn: This ivisi-n wss

to narticipsate in the intenlsd erunterrttrck ¢ t anzi~,

On <z January, the siturti n -n the beachhen’ he? imreve?
C(n31qerﬁb1v frr the GbmfnS. Frﬂm sipnal intelliponee snl rris ner

of war strtements, it was lesrnc? that the 41lie lan’'ine f-recs
werc un’sr the ¢ mﬂvnl £ the VI C-rps (US). The alliz! f reces

ilentifiél -n the beachhenl were the 34 Infantry Divisicn (US),

1st Infantrv Mivisirn (Br), 751st Tank Bnttali~n (US), an? 504th
Parnchute Rogiment (US), It was belicved that the ABth Infantry
Myisirn (US) ~nl the 601lst Tank )vstr'VCr Pltt 1i~n (US) -v~ul? be
lended rs reinferecments, s the (lliel f-rees mnle n preparnticns
frr = large—-scale mtt~ck cn the first fy -1 the lan'ings, th. Gore
men Commanl sstinate? that the &llied wull imrrove their o sitinng,
anl bring urn nrre trﬁfns luring the f1lrwing lay, During this time,
sufficient Germen tr--ps wruld arrive to provention alliu! brook-
through, The previcusly rreparel plans, o nv: troove guickly b

a threatend! cres, cs well as preparaticas frr ‘esignating smecific
units as reinfercements if lenlings were male, ncw bencfite ! the
German Commenl, thile the transfer ~f treovs frn the Tenth army
hel to be 1myrovise;, the s ositicn anl lepartur. <f the letach-
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ments from the Fourteenth Army, the West, the Southeast, and from the
Replacemtnt  Aruy, proceeded according to plan without requiring spec~
ial -orders. At 1900 on << January, the troops of the Fourteenth Army

. began to leave their sareas in northérn Italy. On 23 and 2, January,

the transportation of troops from France, Germany, and the Balkans
began, These forces arrived in Italy by 31 January, despite constant
enemy air attacks on rosds and rsilrcoads, ' By this time, the =zdvanced
detachments of these units were already employed &t the becchhecd,

No. mejor sctions ocecurred on the becchhead during 23 January,
On the Tenth army front, the enemy continued his 2ttacks south of
Cassino with, undlminlshed ferccity, - The crisis erising, from the
combined sttacks of the 34th snd 36th Infantry Divisions (US),
del-yed the dispatch of reinforcements to Anzio, Telephone ou¢ls
between Field Marshsl Kesselring and the Commanding General, Tenth
Army in the evening of 23 Janurry, clesrly indicrted that thr Army
Group Commender believed thzt the danger of ¢ large-scale =xp-nsion
of the beschhead wns no longer imminent, o

On 22 ~nd 23 Jenurry, the Germon Air Forece repertedly struck
#t the lesnding fl-et ~nd disembarkation points on the buachhead,
#nd frequent reconnsissance missions w:re flown over the Ligurien
and Adriatic Seas, rs the Germen Commeni oxmected further #1licd
l-ndings , becausc of the unusurl luck of enpmy nctivity, allicd
prepearations for a mojor rttrck wers not observed on ths beachhead -
However, movements of troops and tenks north of 4nzio, on the Aprilis
road, were raported,  Stronger encmy rceonnaissrnce pstrols were
oxp'ctod there durlng the noext day.

<4 Jrnuery was genernlly uneventful, J4s wrs rnticipntad,

the allied landing forees limited themselves to raconnaissance znd
petrolling towerds the north, ns well =s rijusting their artillery
fire on Germen positions, By this time, thc German lefunses had
been strongly rcinforced, and the Germnn Command considersd the
danger of ean 4llied breakthrough to be removed. « telsphone call
nmcde by army Group indiestes, thot on <4 January, a total of 70
batteries, including rntirireraft, were availcble for Germen defenses.,
This estimete of the siturtion wes supported by the belief that the
enemy did not heve sufficient troops avsileoble on the berchhezd for
¢ lorge-scrle ~ttack, It wos lesrned that the <3 drmored Division
(US) and = British trrak brigrde were newly =mployed on th: berch-
hend, Thls would, rt the most, glve the eneny a total of threc in-
fontry d1v1slons,'o”e srmored lelolon, snd two to three srmorcd
battzlions cr brigres. - The strength of those troons wes considercd
insuffieicnt for en rtt-ck, on « strategic objoctive such s thc
"lbrnese “ountsins, as such an operrstion would requirc eff.ctive

flrnk nrotaction, Therefore,. it was expocted, thot for th: next few

devs the enemy would only ~ttempt to exp-ni nnd consolidste his beach-
her1 for = full-scale .etteck, army. Group G concluied that tha cnomy
mould meke only lgeel attzcks, Tho =2 reids would not begin before

26 Januerv, since the enemy he 1 just zdjust 4 his artillery in the
aftcrnoon of 24 Januarv, S :

TWith these sssumptions in minl, 4rmy Group C i1zeciilcd to lsunch

r. counterattack, to lestroy the 4llie” 1l-nling forces, or lIrive them
brck into the ser, The time. for such =n =ttsck lepen'el on the
arrival of reinforcements. Hvery cffort was to bs mele to dcliver
this blom beforc the sllie? forces hal completel their initiel con-
soliletion, In prepar-tion.for a Germmn ssszult, .rmy Group C order-

ed Healquerters Fourteenth irmy, on 24 Januzry, to trke over the
commznl at the beschhend, In nilition, Fourtemnth .ruy was or leredl

to hasten the consollertlon of .fore«s to be used in the counter-

rttacks, The <6th Penzer Division eni 56th Rocket Reginment («t Cessino)
were ordered to the beschheal, anl.werc' lesign-tel as further rein-
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forcement for the attack., The attack was not to be stzrteil beforc
28 Jenuery, cos the initisal regrouping coul? not be compl tel sooncr,
However, in the event the dllies shoull stcrt their -ssoult, nrior
to this ete, the Germrn countersttzck wns to begin imme liately,
fron :lefensive positions,

The first mejor ~etion on the heschhers occurre? on 25 Jonu-
rry. ofter o rsil on aprilia (F 875333) before noon hel been
ropelle-l, the illied troops succeele? in czpturing the town rt 1600,
sfter » Jdesperste struggle, The dillies zlso grinegl some groun? in
the nerthesst, but were thrown brek =t Porgo Pirve (G 053203) by -
Germnen countersttack, More alliel troops ‘isembsrke? on the hesch-
herl ‘uring the lay, while forces of the Gernan .lir Foree in Italy
fraquently rsile?l troop transports =n! “iseb-rkslion noints. The
movensnt of German reinforecments from the south, to ths baschhead,
ves freilitrtel s il1liel attecks in the srea of Cessino hr! sl-ck-
cngly, ~n? bol weather limitel 41lie? iir Force oper-tions, Bol
wenther wrs consilere! to be most faversble for the erzcution of =
Gernen counterattrek, Succcss or frilure depended on the nactivity
of the &Llliel iir Forces, and on nrvrl artillery support, =s was
demonstrated at Salerno. Under bati we-ther conditions bhoth f-ctors
would be reduced to a2 minimum, However, destruction of r-ilrosds by
«llied air =ttacks, caused a delay in the arrivsl of smmunition
and reserves from the north. '

ot 1800, on <5 January, the Fourteenth .rmy took over the
commend in the Cecine sector, (south of Liverno) - Ter racinaz. a4t this
time the following Germszn troops were employed in the =re~ of Rome,

Sector north of the Tiber river — Tarquinisa

Elements of the 90th Prnzer Gren-dier Divigion and the
71st Infantry Division,

Sector south of the Tiber river — Terrrcinn

Hezdqurrters I Prr-chute Corps; numerous GHQ troops;
end, clements of the 4th Poarschute Division, 3d Panzer
Grenedier Division, Ponzer Division ®Hermann Goring
16th SS Panzer Grans lier Division, «9th Panzcr Gren-
rdier Division, «6th Panzer Gr n-rdier Division, 90th
Prnzer Grenndier Division, lst Parachute Division, snd
356th Infentry Division, cnd 15th Prnzer Grenadicr Division,

+11l these units werc coployed in the defense line on the baschhead,
with the exception of clemsnts of the 4th Parschut- Divisio» =nd the
29th Prnzer Grensdier Division, Thes: excopted units wore employed
rlong the co-st o1 both sides of the berchhead, Toving towerls
inzio werc the following Goermen Divisionst <6th Penzer Division,
from the left flank o° Tenth rmy; é5th Infantry Division, (less

one Grensdier regiment, -~nd one srtillery bsttalion,) fro: Genosg
114th Light Infantry Division (Jager Division) from the Brlkeons;

t~o rogiments of the 3624 Infrntry Division from the co-stnl see~
tor Rimini, =and 715th Infantry Division from southern France,

after 26 Janu-ry 1944, the Journrl of the Fourtcenth .ray gives
c¢n reeount of the bettde-on the anzio beschhead in chronologicel

order. The following deily reports, outlining these cvents, are
trensletions of this Journal,
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II. 26 JANUARY 1944

2, Iperations Report

"'On the right flank, a successful raid was carried out
by an assault detschment, An enemy counterattack, in company
strength, was repulsed, The 29th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, sup-
porte! by tanks, attacked Aprilia (F 275333), and pushed forward -
from the west to the center of the tocwn. 58 prisoners were taken,’
3  antitsnk guns destroyed, 4 Sherman tanks destroyed; snd 3 put out
of commission, In the evening our forces in Aprilia were withdrawn
from the town, : :

In the ‘sector of the Pznzer Division "Hermann Goring ", at
Cisterna (G 0232)., the enemy attacked in battalion strength, ot
1545, but was repelled, At 1700, the attack was resumecd with one
to two battalions. The battle wss still on st <000, znd durlng the
night small penetratlons were genled—of”, ‘

West of this sector, an attéck by two to threc cnemy infantry
battalions with <0 trnks was broken up b effective zrtillery fire,

B, Intelligencec Report

The 24th Grenzdicr Brigade (Br) is confirmed ot aprilia. The
lst Irish Guards, and 5th Grenadier Gurrds cre strtioned west of
dprilia,” The 75lst &rmored Brttalion (US) has baen identified 8 km
south of Cisterna, The 1lst Bsttoalion of the 504th Prrschute Regiment
(8<d iirbernz Division,.US) is confirmed rlong the ussolini Cenal,
4t 1730, 100 vessels were obs rved ~t ste in the sector 8 km southe
west of inzio. :

Batimate of en~my siturtion: Jittecks sre likely rgesinst our
rositions north of 4dprilia, snd reconnaisssanee raids sre expsucted
sgainst Cisterns and Borgo Piave (G 053203).

C. Statistics
German losses: no roports

41li21 losses: 90 prisoners, 7 trnks destroyad, 3 tanks put
out of commission snd 4 antitenk guns destroyed,

III. 27 J.NU.RY 1944

a, Opcrations Report

Sector of the 3d Panzer Gronsdier Division: Tvio combst petrols
of the enemy were repclled on right flank, No action -t aprilin
(F 875333). In the morning, ~ttacks by one to two comnanies werc
rcpelled east of dprilis, 1In the afternoon, ¢ hervy enemy attack
inflicted cepuslties on our outposts, foreing thoum to with rrw
sbout 1 km to tho northcrst,

Sector of the Prnzer Division ®Merman Goring"™ dan ~ttock on
the right flenk wes repulsed, In the center of the scector, the enemy

attacked in regimontel strength, supportved by 10 tanks, and infiltrated

south of Isols Pella (G 006294) and 2.5 km northwest of Rorgo Podgora

~16~
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(G 045240)%, & continustion of attrcks wes oxp etod, wspocizlly
northrard, in th: lireetion of the reilres?, zs wzll s from aprilic,

B, Intclligence Report

Capturcl locumcnts confirm previous informstion thet these
units are on the beschhesd; lst Infantry Division (Br), composc!
cf the 24th Gusrile Brigesle, <31 and 31 Brigrles, onl the 504th Prora-
chute Regiment (US). <1 eremy batteries have been observed in the
area 1'dmericano (F 75531>) to Spaccassssi (F 917330),

air Situation: Active patrol activity,

Sea situstion: Heavy disembarkstions east of 4dnzio. Aerial
photographs teken et 1100 showed the following vessels: 5 destroyers
and escort vessels, 5 small suxiliory vessels, 39 LT, 59 LCT, 1 LCF,
1 LCG, 17 LGJ, 16 LCY, LC4, LCP, 9 frieghters with 53,000 tons
(Register), 1 special ship 3,000 tons (FRegister), and 1 suxilisry
cruiser 3,500 tons (Register). &t 1330, 1 light cruiser ond 2
destroyers were shelled by our cosst ~rtillerv nerthwest of anzio.

C. Statistics.
Germ=n lossest <9 Killed, 49 wounded, =nd 41 missing,
i1lied losses: 16 prisoaners, 1 tenk destroyed rnd 1 reniered

immobile, 2 antitank guns Adzsstroved, 3 plsnes shot down by -ntirir-
craft, 1 morter, 2 mschine guns, -~nd » number of smzll arms,

IV, 28 JANUIRY 1944

4, Operstions Report

4 message from Berlin statos, thet according to relisble scurces
the cnemy is planning an sttrck cgrinst Civitavecchia, Consczquently,
the motorized Comrt Group™Won Bohr® (part of the 90th Panzer Grena-
dier Division) will be tronsferred from the constal defonss scetor
north of the Tiber, to = conscntration srer nor Vetrs1lc, The
sector will be taken over by the steff of the 36«d Infentry Division _
with the first .rtillery Bettslion rnd : resinforced 955th Infantry Regiment,
as the stoff of the 4th Parachute Division is stiil in the process of
being activeted, the steff of the 65th Infentyy Division, ccmaanded
by Brigedier Generel Pleziffer, will tzke over the ssetor of the Zth
Parachute Division end the right flank of the 3d Penzer Grensdier
Division, the sector of the 1llth Parachute Infentry Regiment., This
new commend is ns#med Britlc Group "leiffer®, On the right flenk
of the sccter, the -ncmy pushed closer to the HMoletts cresk (F 7631
to 8332). :

an sttrck b metorizel infrntry, 7ith 0 scout crrs, 1.3 kn
northmest of aprilis (F 875333) wes repulsed and 3 scout enrs ~ere
put out of =zctinn,

In the sasctrr, Isols Fells (0 N0604), our front line wns
r-ctieslly restorel, Lstor, an eneay sttrck, in battalion strenegth
p b Y b ?

¥ Borgo Polgora mev 2lso be known =s Scssrno

~17-



3 km west of Isols Belln was repulsed after - t7o hour b- +tle. drouni
noon, the enemy temporsrily penetrated our frent llnc, 2 km scuth-
west of Isola Pells, luring n new nttack in battelion streongth. - it
hill 3<, 4 km southeast of Iscls Bella, the former front ling was
regeaine l, ‘ : :

In the merning, our rtillory flrei at 9 invasion ba irges =t
snzio, Two encmy ammunition Aunpb b)&p.}.u icl from lirect hits by our
artillery. Cembst Group 'Ens®, (104 Penzer Grenslier Regiment ~f the

15th Pznzer Grenadier D1v"51on$, which has been ¢n the loft flank
of the 31 Panzer Grenalier Division, west of &4prilir, was relieved
luring the night by the 71st Infontry Division (lcss the <llth =nl
191st Rpglmentg). ‘

B. Intolllgence ancrt

24 Companv 7th Middlesex Battalion (element of the 24th Guard
Brigade) is located in area nor heast of Aprilia, dccording to
capturad documents, the Reconnai-sance Bettalion of the 1lst Infantry
Division (Br) is in the vicinity of Csnsle S, Lorenzo (G 780300).
The boundary between British and dmerican %¥rocns runs slong route
0es. Torre Spaccassassi (F 917330) Ces, Tre di Pediglirne (F 9<1489).

Sea and &ir situstion: Continued henvv landings were mzde =t
anzin; and eir activity cver the frent line remained steady,

C. Statisties
Germen lesses: 31 killed, 100 wounded, and 18 nissing,

illied lesses: 1 prisoner frrm lst Reconnsissance Brttalion
(Br), < prisoners from 34 Battalion, 504 Parschute Regiment (Us),
6 heﬂvy machine guns coptured, =nd 4 planes, including 1 Mustagg,
shet dovn by sntiaircraft,

Ve 29 JANU.RY 1944

a., Operationsg Report

5lst Mounteain Ccrpé tock uver the coestal seetor north of the
meuth of the Tiber tc the afmy brrder st Cecina,

Therc wes less enemy activity then usuel cn the beachhezd, &n
enemy sttack, 'in battalion strength, op *i1l 61 (F 980297), 3 kx
west of Isclas Bella was haltud by - ~rtillgry fire. Eneny reconnsissance,
in compeny strength, partislly with tanks snd arncred scout cars, was
turned back, Nerth of aprilis (F 875333), a strlled ten% wes destrnjed'
by - magnotic antitenk chrrge, ~nd ~ther vehieles were dostioved by
fire, The enomy wag thrown bzck, est of Borgn Piave (G 053203), to
Meseorello ercek (G-0220), Thirteen priscners =erc token, One heavy
mechine gun nnd seversl bazockas were crptured, In the evening a
chneentretion of snproximetely 30 tonks -nd 70 te 20 trucks loaded
mith trorrs wos rhserved in the vieinity ~f lprillia,

Hercesing artillery fire from the entirc bonchhesd snd the sea,
778 primerily directed on the right flonk and ~n thc Prnzer Divisicn
Hernan Gering®, T cruisers ond scvernl PT berts withdr o under
cnrst rrtillery firc,
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B, Intelligence Report

From prisoner of war interrogation it was learn=1 that the 3d
Battalion, 504th Parachute Regiment is still at Borgo Piave (G 053203)3
lst Scots Guards at Macchia del Casale (F 8934); 5th Grenadier Guards
at Cle Vallelata (F 863347). Disembarkation of troops continues at
Anzio-Mettuno., In the evening a large convoy of approvimately 100
ships was reported as approaching, '

C. tatistics

German lossess 17 killed, 63 wounded, and 24 missihg.
Allied losses; <0 prisoners (13 US and 7 British), 2 fighters

shot down (1 US and 1 British), 1 tank, 1 machine gun czrrier, and
several vehicles destroyed,

D, The German Plen of Attack

The main mission of the Fourteenth Army is to anrihilste the
beachhezd, which the enemy is reinforecing, The stisck must be made o
as socn as possible; the date depends on the arrival of the necessary
forces, which i~ being delayed, es the railroad system in Italy hes
teen crirvled by enemy =ir raids, '

The =ttack will be lsunched from north to south along the
Albano-4nzio Road, with themain eocentration on sither side of
dnrilis, The date of attrck was to be 28 January, but in & meeting
between Army and Army Group Commenders on 26 Jenuary, D-Nay was
postponed to 1 Pebruary, so that reinforcements woull b= available,
These reinforcements were: 10Z7th snd 1028th Inf-ntry Regiments,
the Speciel irtillery Demonstration Regiment, the Specinl Rocket
Projector Demonstration Battalion, and the lst Rettalion of the 4 th
Panzer Regimewb., These units left by tr-in from Germany, nnd are
expected to pass through the Brenner Pass on 26 and 27 January,

The plen of att-ck as proposed by the lst Parachute Corps follows,

Combat Group '"Pleiffer®

Consists of nine infentry battalions of the 65th Infentry
Division and the 4th Parachute Division. It obj:ctive in the atiack
as to penetrate towasrds the south and link up with the main group.
In addition to the artillery assigned to cosnstzl defense, the group
will heve 9 light field howitzers (10.5 em).

Combrt Group 'Grosert

Locrted in the sector previously held by the 34 Panzer Grena—
dier Division, This group will be emrloyed for the mnin-effort, On
the right flrnk of t"e main cffort nre the 34 Pruzer Grenadier Divi-
sion and the 26th Prnzer Nivision, the lrtter surport-1 by the Lst.
Battalion of the 4th Panzer Regiment, On thé(left flank will be the
715th Infentry Division, ma:ing » total of seventeecn infantry bat-
rllions, This unit will heve 11 long-renge artillevy guns (17 cm);
rsseult ~rtillery: 29 hervy ficld howitzers (15 em), 34 light field
howitzers (10.5 cm), 8 guns (10cm), 36 rocket launchers (each with
six 15 cm tubes), 18 rocket leunchers (esch with five 21 cm tubes),
°nd 8 rocket lrounchers (erch with ten 15 cm tubes),
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, Combat Group Wonrad

This group is cﬂmposed of elements of the Panzer Division
Hermann Goring! snd elemcnts of the 114th Infantry Division, giving
it = total of four infantry battaliong, Its migsion is to pznectrote
to the Adstura cresk from the arcs west of Cisterns (G 0232), It
will be furnished with 32 hesvy field howitzer (15 cm), 42 light
ficld howitzers (10.5 em), and 3 guns (10 cm),

Corrns Reserve

Located in the region south of Albano, It will comsist of
elements of the 71lst Infantry Division and the 16th SS Panzer Grenge-
Alsr Division, with o totel of six infentry battalions,

The following entisircreft artillery is to be employel in
groun? rction ~nd air def:onse at the diseretion of the divisional
st~ffs, '

Antisireraft guns

8.8cm | 3., 7cem | 2 ém L
Combat Group "Peiffer - 2 9 e}
Combat Group 'Grascr 43" | : -18” ’ - 108
Gomort Group Konrad” I N R H‘ 3L

Contrery to previous instructions, thes attacks will begin
simultszneously in the mopning of DiDay =ftor o coordinated ten
minute artillery barrage. Only on the southern flank of the besch-
head in the srea of Borgo Pizve (G 053403) & loerl diversionsry

sttrek will be executed on D minus'1l, :

VI. 30 JUNUIRY 1944

as Operstions Report

Yuring the night, 29 to 30-Janurry 1944, th: enemy bogrn the
~nticipated lrrge—>cﬁle attack, on eithsr side of the .nzio~ilbanc
ror?, The =ttack vas prioceded bv heavy artillery fire, ~hich lasted
for two hours, In the ‘ssctor of the Panzor Division 'Hermenn Goring',
the encmy made a penetrition at dsim,-on both sides, of the HJottuno-
Cisterns rosd (G 0232).  Later, the sttamcks expanded to other sectors
of the borchhead, " By late’ ~fterneon, ‘the enemy renewel hlS attecks
after reserves wers brought in,  Her vy fighting occurred, with the
positions changing hands freaquently., 'The attacks wore generelly
repulscd, Operﬂtlon reports bv units: follou

Combet Group 'Plc1ffor'& The r1gh+ “flank wes 1nf11tr tod by
allicd forees which were-wliminated, ~nd- 60 men eaptured, Juring
early morning, an enemy qut'ck w1th tanks, rgninst the center section
wes stopped, In the afternoon, = hecvy trnk formstion, of at least
70 tenks attacked the left flank (at Vallelsrts Heights, 3 km north-
west of 4prilisa; F 875333). The main line of resistance, within
the entire sector, generally remained in our hands except for partial
withdrawals st Vall:leta Heights,




3d Panzer Grenadier Division: Aafter heavy artillery fire,
the enemy attacked, at about 0100, with two infantry battalions sup-
ported by armor, The attack made a negligible penetration, along
both sides of the Aprilias-~albano road. In the afternoon, our own
counterattack met 2 second enemy attack, which was halted, &t 1700,
a unit supported by armor,’penetrated our defense line and by sunset
hod advanced to the reilroad crossing ~bout 6km north &f Aprilia.
4 new defensive line was setablished there. However, contrct ¢
not reestablighed with Combat Group ‘Pleiffer”, end a 2 to 3 km g D
between unlts remﬂlned

7lst Infantry Division: No unusual activity,

Penzer Division Hermsnn Goring In the early morning, enemy
infentry, supported by tanks sttacked in the rcrea Tbz, di M Garibaldi
(F 940313) ~ Cancle Mussolini, The first sttack forec made several
penetrations, which were repulscd by local countersttacks, Enemy

units which advanced to Cisternz (G 0232) were destroyed., During

the norning, the eneny began a new counterattack, with a strong in-
fantry force, northeest of Tba, di M Garibaldi -~ Isola Bella (G 006294).
Our forces counterattacked, and fought hesvily until darkness, &
defensive front from Isola Belle to benech mark 45, (3 km southeast)
~long the Cznale Mussolini to north of bonch mark 31, 6 km south- -

erst of Isocla Bella, was restored.

4n enemy breakthrough from the beachhead, hsd to be prevented
and ¢ closed main line of resistance, in the scctor of the 34 Panzer
Grenadier Division had to be restored, In the sector of thc Panzer
Division "ermann Goring®, the <6th Panzer Division was to counter-
attack the 34 American Infantry Division, which had penctrated south
of Clsterne. The 26th Panzer Division was concentreted in the ares
north of 1sternc, snd units cf the 1l4th Jeager D1V1s1nt, iwhich have
crrived in the region south of Velletri, were attrchcd, as Regimental
Group Berger! to the Panzer Division 'Hbrm ann Goring™",

B, Intelligence Report

Prisoners of war stated thet the 7th and 30th Regiment, of the
3d Infentry Division (US) sre still on the line, the 60lst .merican
Tank Destroyer Brttelion is.attechéd to the 30th Regiment, =nd thet
the lst Irish Guerds were cummlttod rest of aprilia,

C. Stctistics

Germen lossest®* 94 men killed, <60 men wounded, nnd <31
men missing, :

¥ These losses do not include those of the Pgnzer Division
Hermenn Goring", which will be included in the strtistics report
of 31 Jrnurry,

illied losses: Enemy suffercd heavy losses, cspecislly in the
arer. of the Panzer Division ™ermann Goring®, 786 men, including <9
nfficers, were taken prisoncr; 680 of them by Panzer Division
"Hermann Goring", 3 cnemy tanks were destroyed.
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VITe - 31 JANUGRY 1944

Q. Operatiops Report

. The cneny sttacked, in battalion strength, supported by armor,
at sevorsl points along the front, The wttacks were repulsed des—
pite hezvy, continous barrages of all ealibres, including naval
gunfire, Small penetrstions were rcopdleed or cut cff, Only west
of Cisterns (G 0232) was - penetration achieved, but it stopped just
south of the reilrocd line, In the evening, the Commrnder in Chicf
Southwest reported to the &rmed Forces High Comand, that the enemy
begrn to ottack, on 30 Januvery, with sbout 3 divisions; the bulk of
our own forees, inecluding those shich had boen withheld for our
planncd cffensive, were now committed in the defsnse of th. front,
Conscquently, the offensive for the annihilstion of the cnemy had-
been postponed, Now our nission is tn provent sn expensinn of the
beechhend, nnd to inflict hecvy losses on the enemy, The cnemy has
suffered hesvily, but our own lessecs have also been high,  We are
not certsin whether the foreces, rt cur disposal, will ba sufficient
to Arive the encmy inte the ser, if 2n extensive Acfensive battle
hrs te be fought, Becruso of the difficult rail situstion, we also
1cubt whother an ammunition issue can be =mssurcd for the Fourteenth
irmy, cspeci~lly since the Tenth army requires = grost ezl of
ammunition at Cassino,

The Fourtcenth Army is to stsrt o counteroffensive, if, in the
course of the defense, ¢ 2ool opportunity presents itself, issrult
groups sre to be hell in resdiness, in order that such s possibility
cnn be exploited at sny given time, %he entire irmy coast artillery
south of the Tiber hns been put under the I Parrchute Corps, so as
to achieve & grecter concentretiocn of forces. The artillery is to
be emplaced near the cosst, so that as many picces as possible will
be able to fire, .from the flank, ot cnemy shivping at the beschhend,
Since additionzl encmy lanlings appear likely, the Fourt.cnth .rmy
ordered thc thorough demol:tion ¢f the harbor of Civitrvoechin,

B, Eycwitness Report

an infantry battalion located near Cempcleonc (F 860406)
repulsed, with mechine gun and mortar fire, 10 light and medium
tanks., This battalion did not prssess eny antitank weapons, since
it hzd taken prsition cnly the preceding night, Tho faet that the
cneny tenks retreated from the fire of infentry werpons, gave the
men n» feeling of confidence, However, thoy are impressel by- the
enemy's supsriority in material, cspeeially his artillery snl plenes,
It is n~t understend why the nemy tanks helted their attacks, whon .
they hrd advanced at soveral points, within 50 yards of our main line
~f resistance end were not subjected to »ny antitenk fir-.. 4 break-
through of tenks couli not have been stopped, as ncither antit-nk
weaprns nor suiteble reserves were available,

Ce Ihtelligpnce Repeort

3d &merican Infantry Division (US): 2 Ranger brttalions (st
and 2d) in the are= between the Mussolini canal anl the reo~d from
Borge Montello (F 976236) to Isola Bella (G 006299). With thon sre
the 30th, the 7th and the 15th Infantry Regiments of the Division,
The 15th Infrntry Regiment is in the region cf Cle Careno (F940309),
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lst Inf-ntry Divisicn (Br): The division is in the-bulge,
ncrth of dprilis (F875333), East of the highwsy is the 34 Brigedc,
On the west sidc is the 24th Guard Brigale, which scerr.ing to =2
priscner's repert, will be rencved, The 24 Brigade is in the resr
of the <ith, ‘

The deployment of enemy forces in the sector between the
Mcletta valey and the coast (F 7631 to F 8332), is not clear, Our
reconnaissance is trying to ascertain the enemy order of battle,

On the right flank of the 30th Infantry Regiment (US} is the
751st Tenk Battalion, English prisoners report that Admerican tanks
of an unknown unit are sttached to the 1lst Infantry Division (Br).

The continuation of enemy attaciks with the main effort on the
bulge north of Aprilia is expected,

D, Statistics

German Josses: 94 killed, 205 wounded, and <l< missing.

Allied losses: 4 tanks destrcyed, one rendered immotile,
VIII. 1 FEEHUARY 1944

4., Operations Report

At dawn, the 71lst Infantry Division and the Pamzer Division
Hermann Groing" countera®tacked west of Cisterne (G 0232), where
the enemy had made a penetration on 31 January, Despite stubtborn
resistance, the former main line of resistance was restored, In
the course of the day, enemy attacks, in company bo battalion strength,
were made near Aprilia (F 875333}, south of Cisterna, and at the
Mussolini canal; they were repulsed.

Tt is intended to eliminate the bulge north of Aprilia on 3
Februzry, Heavy fighting is expected, due to the vresence of sirong
enemv infantry forces, =znd the constant reports of the novement of
enemy srmor, Rut & concentric sattack =against the flsaks with co-
ordinatei artillery fire, should bring ahout the desired result,

Army Group © points out that at the present moment grezt stress
is nlecel on intelligence since furthsr snemy landings =re cxpected.
Army Groun also stat-s that the situstion is so serious on the Tenth
Army front, especially at Cassino, th=t new reservcs will soon be re-
quired. Thesc cen only bo dravn from units, which sre now cmployed
by the Fourtesnth Army. It is sxcertionally well eqguippzd with
artillery and antiaircraft; consequently it is to c<liminate the
beaghhesad,

The Commanding Generzl of the Fourtsenth Army indicatss that
although this numerical superiority in srtillery doubtlessly exists,
operations can be only conducted =fter thorough preperstions, This
is due to the weakness in number znd training of the infentry troops,
If this fails it will be impossible to repeat the undertsking, due
to the lack of forces,



Order of the Fourteenth Army to subordinate units:

In the sectors where we are not able to attack for the
time being, an inbensive congolidation of positions must be
started, such as the laying of mines, construction of trip
wikre entanglements, etc, Not a foot of #0il will be given
by a consolidation of the asgigned main line of resgistance
and of the rtattle positions behind it, In addition, forces
from the defensive sectors will be employed at the points of
concentration in attacks. Foxholes will re converted into
individual points of resistance end will be connected by
trenches, and connecting wire entanglements will be set up.
Tke next priority is the construction of & secondayy connect-
ing trench system along the artillery entrenchmeonts, The
battle position will consist of a system of mutually support-
ing points of resistance, mechine gun nests, antitenk gun
and infantry howitzer positions, observation posts, artillery
and mortar positions, shelters for rescrves, distributing
points, etc, They will all be consolidatcd as strong points,
as soon ag possible, The strong points nssigncd to the
local reserves will be kept as near to the main line of
rcsistance as the terrsin and the missions will permit,

In front of the mein line of resistesnce as many anti-
tank and anti-personncl mines as possible will be lzid,
Natural and ertificiel tank obstacles and antitank weapons
of all kinds are to be supplemented by barriers of anti-
personnel mines.

Only = battls position, based on the system of strong
points and supplementged by & system of tank defensc is cap-
able of bresking up a large-scale attack by the cnemy,
Penetrations cannot be svoided, but =« breakthrough must be
prevented,

These constructiong must net lower the offensive spirit
of the troors, Entrenchment is = mecans of maintsinkng power
for the offensive, Positions must be consolidated, even
through the commanding officer is awsre thet he will no more
then start this construction. Whatever he cen do will be
profitable for the regerves which fellow, It ig the t-sk of
all conanders, especislly company commsnders, to fight
aroingt indifference, rnd tc force the men to entrench then-
selves,

C., Intelligence Report

From the interrogation of prisoners of w-r the following
units have been identifiecd. '

1st Infantry Division (Br):

Irish Gu-rds, located ncar Cle Vallelats (F 863347)
5th Grensdier Guards on the laft fltpk of thc Irlsh
Guards (5 km northwest of Aprilia).,

C Compeny of the 2d Foresters (1 km south of Ccp Dell!
Ostericccia ~ F 883390) was inserted baotween the lst
Irish and the lst Scots Guards on 31 January,

3d Infantry Division (US)

Keconnalssance Comp any located north of CGle Carsno

(F 940309)




1st and 3d Renger Battalions, east cf highway, at
Bergo Montello (F 976236)
4th Ranger Battalion is bchind the lst and 3d Ranger
Bettalions,

45th Division (U8):
On the beachhead,

36th Engineer Bottalions

On thc beachherd, as indicated on a capturcd mep.

834 Chemical Bsttalion:

On the beachhead, as indicrted on a capturci nap.

6th Armored Infantry Regiments

Part of the lst Armored Division (US)
Located 2 km northwest of Aprilia,

D. Stetistics

German losses: 38 killed, 107 wounded, and 49 missing., This
docs net include Crmbat Greoup 'Greser™ and the 71st Infantry Division,

allicd lossest 39 prisoners, 11 Sherman tanks- destrcyed, 1
tenk rendered immobile, and 6 vehicles destroyed,

IX. 2 FEBRUARY 1944

4, Opersticns Report

An enemy attack of mcore thsn two companies hss been repulsed

L, km north of Aprilia, Our counterasttsck to straighten the line 4
km west of Cisterna (G 0232) is stopped, because an American bat-
t-lion with & few tanks, is putting up a stubborn defense in an
olive grove, The right flank of the Panger Division ‘Hermann Goring®

advanced about 1 km but was later forced to withdre~ to the original
line in a coatly fight, The enemy advance ngainst the main line of
resistance 6 km east of Borgo Montello (F 976.36) in company strength
was repulsed,

The I parachute Corps requested &rmy Headquarters to move back
the main line of resistance of the 7lst Infantry Division and of the
right wing of the Panzer Division “Hermenn Goring®", These units,
especially the 71st Infantry Division, hsve beon greatly weakened,

and since pressure from the enemy hzs not abrted, it is neccesscry
to form reserves, which can be done only by shortening the front.

The Commanding General of the Fourteenth drmy rcplied that only under
the most compelling circumstcnces could he permit withdrawsl of the
frontline on the beachhead. In this cese the withdrawal is approved,
in view of the eritical situcticn of the 7lst Infontry Division.
The 1028h Panzer Grenadiér Regiment is transferred to Velletri,
in order to place rescrves in the rear of the 71lst Infantry Division,
Strong activity by assault detschments is ordercd during the. night
of 2 -3 February, in order to.reduce the enemy bulge into our

lines as much as possible,
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Counterbattery fire wns effcctively meintnained “y our artillery.
It =lso fired at o cconcentration of ~tanks, which wns sighted by air
reconnaissance 1 km south of Aprilia (F $75333), Enemy are bomb-
ing in area of Combat Group "Graser', destroyed the artillery com-
municetions net, and &ll fire direction charts for the action, plan-
ned to reduce the bulge north of 4&prilia, were lost, This homhing
of communicetions minimizes the supply of ammunition, The sattack
has been postponed for 24 hours as it needs the total suorort of
artillery,

In the evening the Commanding General of the Fourteenth Army
report-d to the Commander in Chief Southwest and described his pers-—
onal impregsions gained in his tour of units fighting west of Cisterna,
He observed that the partial failure of these units fighting west of Cisternsa.,
viz, Panzer Division ™erman Goring", was due to the mzgnitude of
enemy srtillery bombardments. They demoralize many young soldicrs,
end the older men often lose their courage, However, ho belivved
that these men will reg-in.their composure,

drmy Group C deelercd that an invasion in the region of
Civitavecchia wns probable, An enemy air reconnsissance unit, which
always hrs only been encountered where invesions cceured, hes nade
its cppearsnce there, The following countermensures wore tokons
first, one battalion was made aveilzble for the Viterbo regiong
second, air reconnaissance wes gtepped up in the Civitaveéchia region;
third, our heavy airforce units were alerted; and fourth, an anti-
gircraft battalion of the Tenth Army wns mode availeble for the
region of thc Tiber bridges,

Army Group C intends tc trensfer troops from the Fourtecnth
Army to the Tenth drmy, which is hrving difficulties =t Cassino,
Tre mrchine gun battalion of the lst Parschute Division is contem-
plated for this transfer, The Commanding Genersl of the Fourtcenth
Army hns noted, that this battalion is employed, in the sector of |
the Allied penetrmtion, west of Cisterna, snd can be removed only
by placing reserves in its plasce. The staff of LIXVI Panzer Corps,
formerly with Tenth Aray opposite the British Eighth army, is trans-—
ferred to the Fourteenth drmy, It sssumes commsnd of the former
left sector of the I Parrchute Corps. The following regrouping is
ordered by Fourteenth Army.

LXXVI Psnzer Corps 4t present will defend the main line of-
resistence, The command post of the LYXVI Panger Corps, will open
at 1200, 4 Februery in the region of Giulisznello (8 km erst of
Velletri). Its chief mission will be to prevent =n encmy break-
through, where the heaviest cttacks are mrde, i.e. north of &prilia
and southwest of Cisterna. {part from the defense, it is the task
of the Panzer Corps to make prepar~tions for the-decisive attack,
which will znnihilate the beachhead, It assumes command of Combat
Group "Graser"” (3d Psnzer Grenedier Division, 715th motorized
Infentry Division, Combat Group "Raapke" (reinforced 71st Infrntry
Division), =nd Combat Group *onrzd" (reinforced Panzer Division
‘Hermann Gdring", <b6th Panzer Division).

I Parachute Corps, with commend post =t Crotta Perrata, re-
teins command of the Ath Parachute Division and the 65th Infantry
Division, Group "leiffer" is to be dissolved, The current mission
of I Perachute Corps is to defend the mzin line of resistance between
the sector of the ILXXVI Panzer Corps (north of aprilia) znd the
coast, &nd elso the coastline up to the mouth of the Tiber, .pert
from the defensivc preperstions, plans will bc made for an enrly
attack conforming to the mission given to the former Group ¥Pfeiffer ",
For this attack, the front of the 4th Prrachute Division is to be
cxtended to reduce the scctor of the 65th Infrntry Division, sb that
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this Divigion will he available for this attaek, It is responsible
for the construction of a rear defense line in the Campagra from
the Tiber to Lake Albano, The Commandant of Rome is placed under the
command of the I Parachute Corps, but will retain hig present duties.
The boundary between the I Parachute Corps and the "Corstal Defense
Sector Cecina - mouth of the Tiber ", runs =long the Tiber up to the
Junction of the Maglisnells, and then skirts the western end north-
ern outskirts of Rome,

Army reserves consist of: 1l4th Jdger Division (less Reginent-
al Group "Berger") in the region of Ligo &lbsno, lst Betizlion of
the 4th Panzer Regiment (Panther tanks) in the region of Terrcnova —
Torre Gaia southeast of Rome, 30lst Panzer Battalion (remote control
tanks) on the merch from Poronne, France, end = Bettory of Assault
Howitzers on the merch from St, Poelten, Austrxu.

dmong the ncwly srrived units of the Fourtcenth érmy are the
railroad battery ®Erhart ® 8 Km west of Lake Albzno, and the antitsank
battaeliom of the 1l4th Jrger Division at Regiriental Group "Berger'.
Perts of the 1027th Panzer Gren-dier Regiment h-ve arrived ncar Lake
ilbezrio, The 56th Projector Rcgiment, with Combzt Group "rdscr i
is ready for action. .

B, - Intelligenee Report

Prisoncrs of war identifisd the Roconnnissence Battslion of
the 1st Division (Br), 1 km southenst of Clc dells Msndria (F 898365);
the”2d Brttalion of the 7th Infantry Regiment (US), st F 99432
confirmed the 45th Infrntry Division (US) on the bgachhoc d, and
located the 36th Engincer Patts lion, attached to the VI Corps, &t
G 32260

C. Statistics

Germ(n losgses minus GCombot Group Grdser s 70 killed, 191
woundod and 4«3 missing,

dllied losscs: 35 prisoncrs, and 1 Shcrmen tank dostroyed.

X. 3 FEBRUARY 1944

4. Operations Report

One of our assrult detrchments inflicted henvy losscs on the
eneny by rttncking » bridge under construction 6,5 km northeest of
Borgo Montello (F 976236). By countersttncks with superior forces,
the cnemy preventcd the de structlon of the bridge. Our forces had
to withdrew,

In the enemy bulge north of 4prilia (F 875333) our assault
detachments advanced their outvost vositions. A&n enemy infantry
attack, supported by 1< tanks sand 2 assault detachments was re-
pulsed. New enemy intentions in the area northwest of Aprilia are
indicated br the extreme calm ths 4 preveils in that area, except for
artillery adjustment fire,

The Commanding General of the I Parachute Corps reported to

Fourteenth Army that preparations for the night of 3 to 4 February
are adequate, =nd that z further delay because of cnemy nir sttaocks,
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is unlikely, Fourteenth Army ordercd Combat Group "Grdser® to attack
without further orders, in case the expectcd cnemy attack in the
sector of the 7lst Infantry Division occurrcd. Gener91 Grdser wes.
rAviged thrt = successful night atteck should be cxploited to the
point, whore a push.prst dprilia tomards the south would b- fensible..
The 3d Horvy Compeny of the 764th Artillery Regiment nnd the 1st
Prrochute Machine Gun Battalion were withdrawn from the b“'chhc 1,
and tronsfoerred to the Tenth drmy, for use ot Crssino.

B, Estimnte of thc Situ-tion Sont by Fourtoenth irmy to the
Commznder in Chief Southwest. .

So far two encmy infrntry divisions hove appecrred in

the fowrrd lines, In the west, opposite the northerh flank

8 of the 65th Infentry Division and oppositc Group Gra'scr is
the 1st Infantry Division (Br); in the cast, opposﬁ;u the
castern flank of the 71st Infantry Division aznd the western
flank and center of the Banzer Division ®ermsnn Gdring®
lies the 3d Infantry Division (US), Each division is sup~
ported by a tenk brigade., On the casbtern flenk the cnemy
has two to three ranger bsttalions and 1 Parachute regiment
of the 82d Adirborne Division, On the western flank, op- = -~
posite the southern flank of the 65th Infantry Division and
the 4th Perachute Division, unknown enemy units are opereat-
ing, but the 65th Infantry Division brought in & prisoner
from the lst Armored Division (US). 1In addition to units in
the forward lines, we assume that the lst &rmored Division
(US) =nd the 45th Infantry Division (US) sare in the rear rreas
of the beachhead. The presence of the following units is
questionebls: units of the zd Armored Division (US), ons
Corps Feadqurrters (Br), =nd enother British division. The
intenge nrval traffic lndIC'tpS the arrival of reinforcoments,

In the battle to cnlargc the beachhcead the encny hes
suffcred henvy losses in men znd teonks, which wes confirmed
by prisoners. Hewever, neither his will to ~ttack nor his
endurance to resist hns been broken. The =nemy strength is
hascd in his accurate anl strong artillery, which is ~bun-
dantly supplied with ammunition, and on the supporting naval
artillery, as well ag his superior air force, The mental
and physical strain is great on our fresh troops. Enemy
movements and order of battle, indicate an attack with one
assault group from the region northesst of Aprilia, -nd with
another group, from the region west znd southwest of Cisterna
(G 0232), in the general direction of Velletri. Holding
attacks in the other sectors nre probrsble. The forces now
in the rear of the beachhead will probably be committel =t
the center of the sttsck, The objective of the attack will
be to occupy the heights near Velletri; to reach Valmontone,
by edvancing through the valley ezst of Velletri znd, to
brerk intc the rear of the Tenth &rmy. 4n attack in the
direction of Rome is not likely, unless it bc exceuted
in connection with = now landing north of the mouth of the
Tiber,

Fourtsenth Army intonds to prevent the enlerging of
the berchhead, snd to prepare =zn ttqck to eliminate this
arca,

4 number of sarmy units cre remnants from various or-
ganizations and are not able to mount an attack at this time;
during the last days, they had to be used in the front llnes
to prevent an enemy breakthrough., With these forces a strong '
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assault grouo to conduct the attaclk on the beschhend ecnnct
be orgenized, Therefors, Fourtcenth 4rmy hos planncd sitecks
with limited objectives, to suit various situaticas ns they
crise, Then the enemy is weskened by these attacks, =n all~
out countoroffon31ve will be launched,

~The first attack will be inunched during the night of
3 to %4 Februery, by one reinforced regiment, with tanks, in
the bulge north cf Aprilia, The I Parschute Corps will ex-
ploit the situsticn, by advancing scuth beyond the present
ckjective, which is the line running 1,5 km northwest of
Cle., Vrllelata (F 863347) to Cle, della “landrie (F 808363),
If suceessful, the sttock will be continued, during the
night of 4 to 5 Februnry, by the 65th Infantry Divisicn and
Combrt Group "Graser ", The objective will be te recover
ground on both sides cof Aprilia,

is'yet, no further attacks hnve been plennpd H:ch‘r,
similsr attacks '11¢ huvu to be qucuted in rapid successicn,
in order t> prevent effective countermeesurcs by the enemy,
Due to the enemy’s surqng artiilery, superior sir support,
and stubborn determination, substantial losses are to be
expected, It appears doubtful whether the Fourteenth army
will eliminate the beachhead, with the forces available at
this time. In order to accompllsh its mission, the army

. requested Army Group to sttach additionsl troops. Should

this deplete coastal defenses in other areas it should be
cons1dered as a,calculated risk.

The Commanding Generpl ‘Fourteenth Army, issued these

“orders to subordlnate Corrs headouarters.

"An gttack is imperative, Under all circumstances
constant blows against the enemy, at least with strong
sssault detachiments, must be delivered along the entire
front, This will give us intelligence of the enemy
situation, and the enemv, expecting an attack, will
be forced to disperse his troops, Partiszl blovws in
preparation for the decisive offensive aiming to wipe
out the beachhead should te delivered, with all avail~
able forces, in order to weaken the enemy.

Therefere, I order: First, the eliminstlon of the
enemy in the penetrate’ sector north of Aprilia, =s
planned by the I Parachute Corps Feadguarters for the
night of 3 to 4 February 1944. Second, that the present
mein line of resistance be held in the sectors .
which are not in active combat at the moment. Asssult
detachments will attack the enemy continuousiy, Our
forces will be shifted in accordance —ith ensmy moves.
Forces will bhe reduced rapidly in sectors where th
enemy is inactive, :

In order to destroy the enemy near dprilis
this detailed plen will take effect: Y.estern
Group " will push forward in an easterly dirsction
from the area north aznd south of 1ill 10z (F 858362)
The '"Bastern Group" will fight in a westerly
direction toward the railrcad from the sres 1 km
south of Cle, della Mandris (F 898365), Then,
after establishing = defenss line in the south,
"the enemy should be rolled up in a northern
directicn, ‘ :
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- "estern Group" will consist of a rein-
forced 145th Grenadier Regiment, of the 65th
Infantry Division, three infentry battalions,
two light artillery battalions, and two combat
companies, It will be equipped: with ten 88 mm
self propelled guns (Hornetsg, and three heavy
antitank guns, .
The "Bastern Group®, will comprise & rein-
forced -104th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, two light
artillery battalions, three infantry battalions,
and two combet engineer compenies. It will be
equipped with 8 (Hornets) and 4 heavy antitank
guns., There is a reserve of 12 sssault guns, in
addition to the detzched "artillery Group"; with
three light artillery beattslions, niane heszvy
ertillery battalions including mortars end 170
mm guns, and rocket projectors.

Should the outcome of this attack be fr=vor-
eble, shiong asseult detachments will push south-
ward past the pleanned main line of resistance,
to seize the enevy stronghold at the road
juaction (F 878354), 1.5 km north of Aprilis,
Outnosts will be esteblished there,

The artillery, the antisircraft artillery,
and the combat enginners, assigned to sunport
Combat Group 'Grdser", will be brought forward
immedisfely, =fter the completion of “he crerat-
ien, This will enshle us to Tollew up our
sttack, during the night of 4 to 5 Februsry 1944,
and to capture Aprilia, For the attack the 1lst
Bzttalion of the 4th Penzer Regiment, equipped
with Panther tanks will he attached to the LIXVI
Penzer Gorps, However, tanks and assault guns
will etteck with the infantry; thevy will ncot
preczde the infantry,

A1l officers =re expsctel to unierst-ni the
urgence of the situatiocn, Our grand strategy Jdsmends
that the becchhesd be wiped.out promptly,

after = telsphone csll with Field 'arshal Kesselring

the Commanding General of Fourteenth irmy issued the
following order:

Compered with other fronts, we have prrticul-rly
strong srtillery forces, and an adaquate supply of
ammunition, Enemy attacks =ust be repslled before they
reach our mein line of resisteonce, Artillery officers
will be held responsible, if this tzsk should £ril, be-

‘couse of = lack of coordination between infantry and

srtillery, faulty lisison, or bad lesdership. Con-
“inucus srtillery fire will support the infantry,
Single bursts of fire are not alequrte for the support
of infentry, A berrage will be placed in front of our
linss, Long-renge guns will engage enemy naval srtil-
lery, praventing it from interferinz in cur operations,
Sactors of the mein line of resist-nce, where no attsck
is vlanned, will be held and fortifisd by use of con-
struction b=ttalions, Tretical connnni posts will bs
moved from co munication eenters and vill-ges, for
protection sgainst air-raids, which might ceuss = delay
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in the attack, or the loss of staff personnel. 4s a
countermeasure ageingt possible further amphibious or
nirborne operations agrinst Rome, the 1027th Panzer
Grenadier Regiment is held as @ motorized reserve. The
1027th Panzer Grenadier Regiment 450th Artillery Bat- -
tallion, 3d Compsny of 525 intitank Battalion, with 88
mm self propelled guns, and the 1lst Company of 60th
Combst Engineer Battalion (motorized), are availeble

to counterattack the expected enemy landing in the area
of Civitavecchia,

_The Commender of Artillery Group 317 is placed
under the command of Army., He will command the long-
range artillery group of the unattached 619th Regiment,
and the 56th Projector Regiment, reinforced by the
Projector Demonstration Battelion, He will coordlnate
the artillery of both Corps, in order to sssure effective-
ness of the artillery, particulerly along the Corps
boundaries,

B, Intelligence Report

Prisoners of war have confirmed the lst Duke of Wellington,
of the 3d Brigade/lst Infantry Division (Br) =t Hill 115 (F 869369),
Units of the 1st irmored Division (US) are employed in area north of
Jprilia,
C. Ststisties

" German losses: 67 killeé, 259 wounded, and 194 missing.
4llied losses: 2 Prisoners (imerican), %R trucks destroyed,

and 3 aireraft downed,

XI. 4 FEBRU.RY 1044

4, Operations Report

Our attack north of Aprilia (F 875333) began at 2300 last
night, GCombat Group " Pleiffer" (65th Infantry Division) reached the
road 3,2km southwest of Cle, Vallelata (F 863347), and defended this
newly won position with artillery fire, Combet Group 'Graser®
penetrated the main line of resistance 2,5km north of dprilie and-
contacted Combat Group ®eiffer®, after setting up = defensive .
front toward the south, the cut—off enemy groups were attacked, In~
dividual strongpoints were heavily fought over, and enemy attempts
to relieve their encircled forces from the south, by attacks in bet-
talion strength with tank support, were repulsed, Our artillery
supported our atteck by firing-on Allied reserves, brought towerd
aprilia;, an enemy battalion north of aprilia wes destroyed.. Heavy
enemy artillery fire, partlJ supported by neval gunfire, interfered
with our attacks, The msin forces of the 29th Grenaiier Regiment
(motorized), were placed on the new mein line of resistance during
the night of A/S February,

B, Dyewitness Report

' The terrain of our attack wes difficult, because hf the nany _
deep cuts, running-in'a northesst’ to southwesterly -direction, Support-
ing tanks were handicapped bv the heevy rains and =ud, .ny success
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against the stubborn enemy was dile 46 the efforts of our infantry,
Our losses were, light compared with those of the enemy,. %e cap-
tured 5 trucks; :2 armored reconnaissance cars, 1 Sherman tank, 3
ammanition cerriecrs, and 2 motorcycles, With the exception of the
< reconnaissance cars end 1 -ammunitlon carrier- damsgedi by artillery
fire, all vehicles were intact, They were abandoned by their crews
without attempting to destroy them, ... o

C. Intelligence Report

The lst Loyal Battalion of the 24 Brigade of the lst Infantry
Division (Br) is loceted 1,5 km .hortheast of Cle, Spaccassessi (F 917330)
according to a British pridoner., He also said the 7th Infentry -
Regiment. (US), with 3d Reconnaissance Battalion attached, was on the
right of the lst Loyal. .:This eonfirms our previous estimates of the
boundary between thie British and imericen-forces. Captured papers
confirmed previous “information thet the 1lst armored Division (US)
was on the beachheed, The 6th Gordons Infantry Battglion {Br) was
in the area 1,5 km south of Cle, della Mandria (F 898365), the lst
Nuke of Wellington Infantry Regiment (Br) is 4 km northeast of
Aprilia, end the lst King's Shropshire Light Infentry Regiment (Br)
is south of Stazione Campoleone (F 8277386).

J. Statistics

German Losses: 74 killed, 161 wounded, and 498 missing
(probably 80% killed).

Allied losses: 19 officers and about 900 enlisted men takén -
prisoner in pocket north of Aorilia, 12 tanks, 1 armored reconnaissance
car destroyed, and 4 aireraft shot dcwn,

o e
XII, 5 FEBRUALY 1944

4, Operationg Report

Only ainor infantry activities tock plece during the day, The
"enemy artillery was active including naval guns, In the evening,
the left flank of the 7lst Infantry Division and the 26 Panzer
Division attacked on Fourteenth Army orders with the objective to
esteblish 2 new mein line of resigtance from Fonte Rotto (F 997314)
to a crossing 3 km northeast cf Cle., Czrano (F 940309). Our srmor
crossed tine railroad dam end penetréated.the olive grove 1.6 km west "
of Ponte Rotto, 4n enemy atteck, from the grove in battalion
strength, wes halted when it reeched its own artillery impact area,
Enemy.losses were high, . The Parechuté Nemonstration Pattalion attack-
Ing the woods west of Ponte Rotto had to withdrew unier snemy pressure,
The left flank of the division reached its objective with srmored ~~ .=
suprort and ocecupied Ponte Rotto, . N

'

Our artillery fired on visual tergets with gool results, -1 S
eruiser and 1 destroyer 4 miles wesgt of Anzio withdrey;_"' R

, Army reserves included the lst and 21 Battalions, 147th
Grenedier Regiment (behind lst Parachute Corps); two Bettalions of
67th Panzer Grenadier Regiment; Panzer Grensdier Regiment 1023 -

(behind IXXVI Corps); Panzer Grenadier Regiment 1027 (former .rmy
reserve) rssigned to 4th Perachute Division, . -:. .0 =+ o o

&
1
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By order of the Army High Command the reinforced Panzer Grena-
dier Regiment 1027 was assigned to the 3d Panzer Grenadier Division,
and the reinforced Panaer Grenadier Regiment 1028 to the 26th
 Panzer Division, ‘With the essignment of these regiments each of
‘the tow divisions riow has three Panzer Grenadier Regiments. .

Due to the possibility of new landings,. particuelsrly in the eres
between the Tiber river and Livorno , Fourteenth irmy ordered the
' following units to be ready to move after a'two hour warnings the
450th artillery Battalion, 1lst Compeny, 5<5th Antitenk Battalion, lst
'Company,  22d Engineer (iirforce), lst Heavy antiaircraft Battalion,
-12th Regiment, and the newly arrived units of 114th Jéger Division,

"artillery gitustion: 4 total of 39 enemy batteries hes been
located, dn.additional <0 batteries are believed to be in the ares,
Therefore, cur 85 batteries rro opposed by 59 dllied batteries.

Not included in this figure, are enemy heavy caliber naval guns,

which glive considerable support to the land forees, and srmored
self-prepelled artillery, Unlike our own, the enemy's artillery has =t
its disposal on almost unlimited supply of ammunition. Due to

the =absence of enemy counterbattery fire, it is telieved that he

" has no exact picture of our artillery positions,

- The ensuing teble depicts the srtillery aveilsble to_our own units,

Unit fumber of | Number of Caliber ;
' . Batteries guns , :
1st Parachute Corps 20 87 22, over 10,5 em
LZXVI Panzer Corps 46 156 57, over 10,5 cm
i Army coast artillery 10,5 43 19, over 10.5 cm
'56th Rocket Projector o
" Regiment ' 7 41 35, with 15 cnm
: 6 with 21 cm
Panzer Projector Battery
Hermen Gdring" 8 15 cm
Railroad artillery 2 4
| _Army Reserve 9 35 {None over 10.5
— _Total 94,5 372 .
4 projector demonstration
battalion is expected

The chart below indicates the tanks, assault guns, heavy antitank

guns available in our area, less tho;e'employed in coastal defense,

é'

’ 1 Feb 4 Feb
Type tank 1944, 1944
Panzer IV (Long) 11 0
Panzer V (Panther) | - 59
Flame-throwing Tanks | 5 6
Panzer VI {Tiger) § 4 -
|Commend Tanks German | 7 7
i Italian 3 3
f Totel 30 95
[Rsseult gune . 1 Feb 104L] 4 Feb 104k
‘ German | = 22 i 18
Italian 26 29
L __Total 48 47
169 — 193

Heavy Antitenk Gung

Intelligence Report

Captured documents indicete that the lst Irish Guards is sup-
ported by she 39th Battalion of the Field .rtillery Regiment, The
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8lst Reconnaissance Battalion of the lst &rmored Division (US) has
been. established .1 km southeast of 1' Osteriacoia (F 789283). .The

<d Bettalion of. the 36th Engineer Battalion (US) is sbout L km south-
west of Le Ferriere (F 963242)., dccording to 4 prisoners of war, of

F Company, the 30th Infantry Regiment of the 3d Infantry Division (US)
ig 1 km south of Padiglione (F 9<1<89), and G Company 1 kp esst of
that town, . Most of the. Prisoners, taken in the pocket north of
aprilie (F 875333), are from the bth Gordons and lst Duke of ! lelling-
ton Regiment, 4 prisoner of:mar- says the lst Battalion, 504 Pera-
chute Regiment is nesr the bridge 1.5 km southwest Borgo Pisve

(G .053203). in enemy prtrol had the migsion to capture prisoners

for inteérrogation as the enemy is preparing en attack from the
Littoria (G 0818) areq. Rumors are spresding, thet the 509th
Parachute Regiment will errive in .nzio soon,

$ the enemy is not committing his reserves, it is assumed that

coovk  Ponon
he is or up“ins s new attzck, It is pGSS;blo, that a & pETv LITOM COhw

tinuirg his efforts to break out of the beachhead, in the direction

op Lprilies, the enemy will attempt to breakthrough towerds Cisterne
G 0232), ‘nother possibility is an atteck in the direction of

rdee (F 787350),. in coordmnatlon with a landing west of irlea.

Snemy Strngtb on inzio Beachhead as of 5 Fsbrunry 1@@;5

A anti- ‘
it the front e "-V_Inf“~banks tank arty A4 firmored- scout
Bng ! | guns_}pleces guns ears
lst Infantry Division (Br) 6] = 59 72 48f - 39 ..
ﬁémh Tenk Bettalion -1 45 - -1 9
34 Infantry Division (US) 8 -1 36 48 32y '8
51st Tank Battalion - 16 3 - - -
K0lst Tank Destroyer '
Battalion - - 38 - - 8
ank Destroyers (Br) - - 36 - - -
lst armored Division (US) L1 378 { 198 06 321 135
angers 2 - - - - -
04thi airborne- Regiment 3 - - - -
orps artillery (US) - - - 5 (15) - -
orps dntiaireraft (US - - - - com 24 -
9 - 64 48 32 10
) Infantry Division (Br)  1{ - b4 72 48 -
lements of 24 armored '
ivision (US) - -] 158 (L) :
6th armored Reg;ment = p 232 (m)
% 1otul .33 820 498 390 216 209

C. Stetistics
German losses: 64 killed, 190 wounded, and 7 missing,
41lied losses: 63 prisoners eni 102 dead.,
Destroyed of
captured : 3 howitzers (7 5 cm), 1 light gun, 4 bazookas,

4 light mortars, 1 machine gun, 2 antitank guns and numerous small
arms, 7 plesnes shot down, and 34 vehicles destroyed,
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XIII. 6 FEBRUARY 1944,

4, Operations Regorﬁ

hWith the exception’of'reconnaissance,'aftillery, egnd air activ-
ities by both sides, the day was quiei, During the night, an enemy
attack, in company strength, ageinst’ the right sector of the eéth
Panzer Division was broken up, b~ concentrated fire of all weapons,

Our artillery shelled enemy assembly aress, entrenchments, batteries,
and ships at Nettuno and Anzio, Our antiaircraft guns (88mm)

" shelled the eirport 2,5 km southeast of Nettuno,

T%e 114th Jager Division, less Combat Group 'Berger', is
assembling: in the region of Frascati-Castel di Leva-Torre Chieseccia,
The lst Pattalion, 4th Panzer Regiment will he in the region 5 km
west of ilbasno tonight, The 30lat Penzer Battalion (remote controlled
demolition vehicles), arrived in part in the region soutn of Stazions

. igraria (5 km south of the outskirts of Rome).

By order of the Fourteenth irmy the newly srrived staff of
the 69th Panzer Regiment is sttached to the.LXXVI Panzer Corps. The
staff and subordinate units will eenstitute nrmy reserves, They ares
lst Battalion, 4th: Panzer Regiment (Penther tenks), 30lst Panzer °
Battalion (remote controlled demolition vehicles), 1 assault howitzer
battalion, Panser Company "Schwelbach* (Tiger tanks) currently q
with the 3d Panzer Grenadier Jiv‘51on, and one Panzer company )

e

- (Ferdinand tanks). The units now .in trensit will assewble in the

region south and southesst of Rome, nll measures for a rapid drive
to the south must be nrepared

The 4irmy ngh Command has ordered the activation of the 92d

Infantry Division, in the Oivitaveochie area, . The majority of the
troops will be obtained from the reinforeed 1026th Grenadier Regi-

ment, - It will consist of the 1059th Grenadier Regiment, 1060th -

Grenadier Regiment, and the 1923 irtillery Battalion. It activa—

tion will be -completed by 1 March 1944, and the division will be
ready for aotlon b" 15 april 1944. :

" The Gommandlng Gener=1 of Fourteenth Army issued an order,
se*tlng forth the following directives: First, the sim of the neM
attack by the army will be the capture of ‘prilia (F 875333). This
attack will be made during the night of 7 to 8 February., The approxi-
mate main line of resistance after the attock <111 be.the line slong

.the southern edge of the ridge Tenuta Buonriposoc (F 8332) to 1 km

southwest Crsale Carroceto (F 269330) to the crossrosds southemst

of iprilia to the rcadfork, 5 km northeast of dprilis. Second,

diversions will be carrie out along the entire front, Strong .

elements of I Parachute Corps will attack from the west, The mawn

attack group consisting of the IXXVI Panzer Corps, reinforced by
svailable elements of the 7lst Infentry Division, will sttack from

the east. Third, the ground liaison officer of the z2d air Force will
be requested to provide strong fighter escort over the area of Aprilis,
as early es possible on 8 Februsry, and to have planes alerted for
missions requested.by the ILXXVI Panzer Gorps. o /

B, Intelligence Report

An undated paper captured in the sector of the 7th Infantry
Regiment (US) indicated that the 45th Americen Infantry Division,
supported by & second brigade’ (probably the 1lst Infantry D1v1sion
(Br) will stteck 4rdes (F 787350)
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hatnke _die o4

k.

The inxerrogation of two prisoners, captured north of 4prilia
on 5 Februery 1944, indicated that the 169th Brigade (Br) was an
element of the 56th Infantry Division (Br), The Brigade is on the
beachhead ag well as the entire division, - N

It is possidpie that an attack towerd 4rdes will be mede by
the 45th Infentry Division (US), reinforcsd by the lat Armored

~ Pivisien {US) and possibly parts of the lst Infantry Division (Br).

This attack mey be coordinated with = landing in the region south

of Roms,
C. Statigtics

'German‘lossegs 46 ¥killed, 132‘woundeﬁ,‘ahé'S}ﬁiéging.‘

§0 e,

- XIV. 7 FEBRUARY 1944

4, ‘W

The hill 1, 5 kn northeagt of ”le 3. Loranzo (F 780300), cap-
tured last night by an esssult detechment, wes later taken by the
enemy, a8 & result of counterfire which causei many casualtles. in
enemy attack, in battalfon strength, on the right flenk of 'thé 26th
Panzer Division was repulsed. Two assault detachmehts wiped out. ..
two enemy strbngholus. Two. hills 2,5 km northeast of aprllla (¥ 875333)

In the avening, the sttack to Yoo .pture ¢nr11*a began as -
planned. The 4th Perschute Division, which occuples the esdge of the
woods gouth of the Holetts Creek (¥ 7631 to F 8332), made numerous
feints with reconnesissance pstrols and asssult detrchments, ot o
2100, the 65th Infantry Division penetrated the. enemy's mein line of
resistance, ofter combrting enemy forces which, stubbornly dafended
their positidns, :ifter destroving points of resistance in the

| Buonriposo Valler (F 8431), we succeeded in seizifg e hill 2 km-
- pouthwest of “prixia.. it 2130, tWe LYXVI Panzer Corps atfacked on.

the right flank (Combet Group ’Gr&ser') and penetrated the enemy
line alona the rord 1 km east of Cantoniera, (F 880353) Diversionary
sttetots were made by assault detachments of the 26th Panzer Division
and the Panzer Division “Fermann Gdring ", ‘ \
In spite of hoavy defensive fire bynartillery naval guns, tbe
attecking forces reached their designsted objectives in all sectors.

" Our artillerv supported the sttack, with hardssing an suprise fire on

enemy troop conecentrstions and movements, shelters, #ni supply .
routes, In addition, the 260 mm railroad guns and 170 mm. guqs shelled
enemy ships off inzio snd Wettuno. The attack on 4prilie is planned .

for 0600, 8 Fabruary.

- after an air raid by the Lu?twp £fe on Nettﬁno, fires wéres
observed, . ' )

4fter the complotlon of the attack on iprilis, the “rmy T
Command has ordered the LX.VI Panzer Corps to reorganize its forces

s followss First, to withdraw the 26th Penzer Division, as soon

rs possible, ‘to the vieinity of Cisterns (G 0233), where it is to
act as & reserve, Second to replesce-the 7ist Infantry Division by °
the 715th (motorized) Infantry Division, Third, to prepsre to place
the 1l4th Jdger Division, less Regimental Group ‘Berger ", in the

- sector currently held by Combet Group, "Gréger ', Fourth, to withdraww
the 3d Panzer Grenadier Division from ths front This reorganlzatign

4
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uet he concluded no later than 14 Februerv 1944.

urmy Peserves with the I Parachute Corps, sre 3 Battalions
of the 4th Parachute Division; with the IXXVI Panzer Corps, are A
Battalion of 194th Grenadier Regiment, and the 26th Panzer
Reconnaissance Bettalion, as its subordinate units,

B. Intelllgence ReDort

Prisoners»confirm the position of the 1lst London Scots
(169th Brigade of 56th Infantry Division) to be north of .prilis,
and the 1st Irish Rifles to be west of Spaccasassi (F 917330)

C. Statistics

German lossess (minus I Parnchute Gorps) 23 deai, 99
wounded,. and 9 migsing.

«llied losses; 8 British prisoners, 28 smerican prlsoners,
4 tanks destroyed or ceptured, 1 tenk rendered immobile, 1 scout
car destroyed, 3 motor vehicles destroyed, &nd.5 fighter bombers
downed, Geptrued material; 8 sutomstic rifles, 7 light mechine ,
guns,. 1 bazooks, 13 mines, 1 rndio set (tpnk) 2 smmunition carriers,
and 2 motorcycles. -

XV. '8 FEBRUARY 1944

X Operntiong Regort

Due to strong enemy reaistance nnd our heavy lOSSuS, the main
attock on Aprillia (F 876333), which hsd been plenned for 0600, &
Februsry 1944 had to be postponed, The attack will take plnce
during the night of 8 to 9 February after the troops. regroup in the

drrk due to increased enemy mctivity, The attrck will begin at 0000,

Qontlnued tank—supported countersttacks during the whole
dey were repulsed, Tank supported enemy attacks recepturcd the

-eemetery ‘in the Combat Group 'Grdser " sector, .northeast of Aprilis,

On the right flank of the bth Panzer Division an advanced company
was cut off about noon, but was relieved et 2300 Ly our tank ettagk,
In the morning, sn enemy attack sgeinst Ponts Rotto (F 997314) wes
smashed by ertillery fire, Four enemy tenks, that were feeling their
way forward towsrds our outposts were forced to turn back by our
infentry gun fire, Our srtlllery ledd horassing fire on important
enemy supply routes, and engs .ged enémy srtillery with counterbattery
fire with observed results, The harbor of Nettunc znd the airport
cagt of it were shelled by 17 ‘om cannons and reilwey guns,

Th~ Oommnnder in Chief Southwest hrg ordered the Fourteenth

.!ermy to exchange elements of the 7lst Infantry Division and of the

15th Ponzer Grenadier Division for the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division,
currently with-the Tenth drmy,. The marchorder for the transferrad

. units follows,  During the night of 8 to 9 Februsry, at least two
infentry battalions end one ortillery bettalion will méve to their

new position; during the night of 9 to 10 Februery, two infentry
bettalions and .two srtillery brttalions; end the remeinder of 7lst

. Infentry Divisgion rnd l5th ‘Panger Grenaiier D1v151on will move 1n

the night of 10 to 11 Februarv.

The 1l4th Joger Division previously employed in the sector north of
Splato, Yugoslavie, will soon aprive in the sector south of Rome,
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It will be attached to the 76th Panzer Corps as of 0000, 9 February
1944. Fourteenth irmy will determine the employment of this divi—
sion,

B. Eyvewitness Report

The ettacking trocps were weakened not so much b cnemy in-
fantry defense. s by heavy artillery fire, which, supported by
naval ertillery, has increased to berrage strength, «n infantry
battzlion attacking aprilia, from the north, suffered heavy losses
in & mine field 1 km north of 4prilia, & captured enemy situstion
mep gave the extent of the mine field, so that & large number of
mines could be removed .during the day, and a new attack be prepared.
The mines, British contact mines, are comparstively easy to find,
Most of them have been laid openly without camouflsge. The supply
of retions and ammunition, for the attacking uhit, was brought up
regulerly in spite of heavy fire by enemy ertillery and eir attacks
on the supply routes, S L

C. Intelligence Report

Information from captured documents indicates that the lst
Regiment of the lst Speciel Service Force (US) is near 1' Osteriaccia
(F 789283), According to statements made by prisoners, the 3d
Regiment and parts of the 24 Regiment of this unit are also on the
beachhead, The remsinder of the 24 Regiment is expacted to arrive,
The alleged mission of this unit is an attack against Littoria
(G 0818),

According to owr air reconnasissance, outside Nettuno harbor
lie 1 aircraft carrier, 5 tenkers, 1 large transport, 40 large and
numerous small ships.

D, Stetistics

German losses: ( leas Group Grdser and 65th Infantry Division)
29 killed, 98 wounded, and 26 missing, i

Allied lossess 791 British prisoners, Most of the prisoners
are from the 5th Grensdier Guards, 3d Staffords &nd Irish Guards,
None from the lst Scots Guards have sppesred,

XVI, 9 FEBRUARY 1944

A, Operations Report

At midnight, the left flenk of the I Parachute Corps and the
right £lenk of thé LXXVI Penzer Corps resumed the attack, according
to plen, During the night, the 725th Grenadier Regiment of Combat
Group ¥oraser" advanced toward the northesst town limits of 4prilia
(F 875333), nfter by-~pessing an enemy mine field nerth of the town.
Before nocn, the southern part of the town wag taken in hesvy fight-

-ing, =nd & defensive front to the south wss established, Several

enemy counterettacks, with heavy tpnk support (20 to 30 tanks)
and some by single tenks, were repulsed b- ertillerv, asssult guns,
and 'Hornets", ‘ '




The 65th Infantry Division attacked Cle, Carroceto (F £69330)
et 1400 hours, After heavy fighting during the dey, the Germns
succeeded in oecupying the railvey.line sauthwest of Cle, Carroceto
and. south of Hill 80 %F 865325), The Allies put up a stubborn defense
- in gtrong points, Numerous counterattacks were leunched by the
4llies, with tank support, For the first time, bombér units support-
ed the ground foreces, It wmg difficult to bring forward artlllery,
since the streets leading to Cle, Csrroceto, from the wegt and
- northwest, were heavily mined and subject to shelling, It is plan-
ned to zttack egein and tgke Cle, Carroceto, during the night of
9 to 10 Februsary, in order to: eatabllsh contact with Combet Group
‘Grégert in “prllia.‘ e

_ Eveq though enemy aertillery actlvity wes reiativelj 11ght,
due to the seapcity of ammunition, it was compensrted for, by heavy
bomber end fighter activisy, L

For pdliticel reasons, elements of ths Italisn Parachute .
Regiment 'Nembo " will be attzched to the 4th Parzchute Division and
employed at the front, Upon errival at the beachhead, the following
troops will be sttached to the units designstedi urtillbrv Dgmonstra-
tion Regiment and 56th Frojector Regiment is-attached to the
65th Inf-ntry Division; the Infantry Demonstration Rsgiment to the
3d Ponzer Grenadier Division; and the Steff of the 69th Tenk Regi-
ment with the 216th, 30lst, and 508th Tank Battalion; as well as,
the 1lst Battalion of the 4th Tank Regiment to the LXXVI Panzer Corps.
The following units now'employed with the Fourteenth irmy will be
tranaferred to the Tenth rmy, During the night of 9 to 10 February,
the Staff of the 194th Grensdier Regiment, lst Bsttalion of the ’
194th Grenaiier Regiment, =nd one ertillery battalion, all of the
7ist Inf-ntry Division will be transferred; in the night, 10 to .

11 February, the Fi¥silier Battalion of the 356th Infantry Division,
and the 104th Panzer Grenadier Regiment of the 15th Panzer Grenadler
Division, By 14 Februery, the 2d Battalion of the 7lst Grenadier
Regiment (motorized) of the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division must be
moved, Reserves of the L¥XXVI Panzer Corps include the 67th Panzer
Grenadier Regiment (less the lst Battalion) located in the sector

1 km south of iriceia (neer Loke ilbano), and the <d Battalion of -
the 194th Grenadier Regiment in the woods 1 km nOrtheast of iprilis,

First order by the Fourteenth urmy for the attack to wipe out
the Jettuno beschheed (code name: !Flschfang")

During the last dcys the enemy has brought to and em-
ployed on the beschhend fresh reinforeements, The 56th In-
fantry Division (Br), hass just been identified, More rein-
forcements can be counted on, 4&fter the seizure of .prilis,
heavy enemy ettacks sgainst that sector are expected,

The Fourteenth irmv will attsck the enemy beachheed on
X day, 15 February 1944 at Y hour, with its main effort be-
tween 1,5 km west of Aprllla—Nettuno highway and the Fosso
di Spaccesassi (F 9129 t0.9034), The frent will be pierced
anl the attacking forces will push’ through to Vettuno and
lestroy enemy forces of the beachheead,

Orders to the Corps: I Parachute Corps (4th Parachute
Division and 65th Infantry Division) will concentrste =11
available forces on its eest flenk, Tt 7111 sttack from the
sector west of Cle, Carroceto (F 869330) in & southerly.
direction end will cover thewest flenk of the sntire zttack,
The 1SSVI Panzer Corps (33 Penzer Grenziier Nvision, Infantry
Demonstration Regiment, the 114th Jﬂger Division and the 715th
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motorized Infentry Divieion) will atteck with the first Wave,
It will break through the enemy lines in the seotor: gtretéhing
from west of diprilia-Nettuno highway - to Fosso di Spaccasassi
and will adVance to Nettuno. : .

. - The 29th Panzer Grenadier Division and the 26th Panzer
Division, inecluding the lst Battalion of the 4th Panzer
Regiment and the 508th Tiger Battalion, will be held in
recdiness, They will be positioned so tkgt they ean be em~
ployed for a further thrust on Nettuno'after a successful
breakthroggh or for mopping-up operations on the flanks, The
ssctor cast of Fosso di Spaccesassi will be held with a mini.
mum of troops., Full use must be made of our strong srtillery
end armored forces, The date of the =ttack will be set later,

The I Parachute Corps will be organized as followss

1, Large units

‘f, 4th Parachute Division (only elements recady for action)
b, 65th Infantyry Division (less the 146th Grensdier
Regiment, and the 4th Battalion of the 165th
artillery Regiment)
¢, OCommander of Rome: 936th Security Battalion, Rome
SS Police Battslion, 676th Regionsl Defense
Battalion, Withdrawal of foreces will be made
only with &irmy approval,

<e army troops

&. 10&7th Panger Grenadier Regiment

b, 590th Tenk Destroyer Bsttalion

¢, One company cf the 5<5th Tank Destroyer Battalion
(Hornets ")

3, dir Force troops

8y «ssault Gun Battalion, XI iir Force Corps
b, <2d air Corps Engineer Bettelion -

The organizztion of the, LXLVI Panzer Gorps is 113tud below:
1, Pirst Combst ste
&, Lerge Units

(1) 34 Panzer Grensdier Division (less 103d
Penzer Reconnsissence Battalion)

(2) 114th J#ger Division

(3) 715th motorized Infantry Division

(4) Panzer Division Merman Gdring" (temporarily,
less the bulk of the Panzer Regiment sni the
staff of Penzer Grenadier Regiment Werman
Gdring ") :

b, Miscellsneous Units

(1) 1st Parachute Division: 3d Pattalion of the-
1st Parachute Regiment, . .

(2) 16th SS Penzer Grenadier Division: <d
Battalion of the 35th SS Grenadier Regiment
and the reinforced 24 Battalion of the 36th
85 Panzer Grenszdier Regiment,

(3) 3643 Fusilier Battelion,

vrl;.Or-r
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.c;’flrmy~Tr§0ps '_':'

(1) ‘Infentry Demonstration Regiment
- (horge-drawn) . - :
(<) 10.8th Panzer Grenadier Regiment
- {3) «16th issault Papzer Battalion
(4) 30lst Redio Controlled Demolition
- Tank Bettalion .
(%) 5<5th Tank Destroyer Battalion
7 (less lst Compeny ,
(6) 60th Engineer Bettalion (motorized)
(7) 8llth armored Engineer Gompany
" {Goliath tanks) :
(8) Staff, 5434 Engineer Regiment
(9) 813th irmored Engineer Compsny
" (Golieth tanks) '
(10) 840th Heevy ‘irmorsd Bridge Column

d, * 4i# Force Troops |
‘ (1) Parcchute Demonstration Battalion
- (2) 7th &ir Corps Ficld Battalion
(unatteached) - . .

2, Second Qombet Vave
é. 'Large Units

(1) <6th 4rmored Division
(2} <29th Panzer Grenedicr Division

‘ : - . b, 4rmy Troops

(1) - Staff of 69th Panzer Regiment
(<) 1lst Battalion of 4th Panzer '

~ Regiment (Panther tanks) '
(3) 508th Panzer Battalion (Tiger tenks)

Full support by air Foree and Navy is requested for the
impending ettack, '

o Ve must deceive the ecnemy as to the seetor of our mein
| (fm o~ effort, To sccomplish this it is ordered that: Firet, the
Q‘ o entire enemy front must be constantly »eided, especially in

the area of the Panzor Division ™erman Goring® and -~ -
the 4Ath Parachute Divigiont, Second, the 26th Penzer Division
will be assembled in the srea Cisterna (G 0232) - Dogenella
(G 106306) ~ Cagale delle Grstelle (G 007352) after they are
withdrawn from ths.front line, The 29th Panzer Grensdier
Division will bs #ssemblel in'the area Velletri -~ lanuvio-
Genzeno (towns sxcluded), Raids by this division will be
mede in the sector southwest cf Cisterme, Third, the:26th
Panzer Division and the 29th Panzer Grenedier Division will -
conduct reconnaissance, wesring black Tank Corps uniforms to
deceive the enemy thet motorized forces are preparing attacks
in this area, Fourth, motorized troops from assembly areas,
in the reesr, will be transferred only after the beginhing of
the attack, to positions of readihess, behind the point of
mein effort, . e oo . ‘

B, Intelligence Report

The 2d Battalion of the 157th Regiment, of the 45th Infantry
Division (US) has bsen looatzd for the first time 1,5 km east of Cle,
S Lorenzo (F 780300), It hes been confirmed, thet the 2d Staffords
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r © . .is employed in the area 1 km northwest of Cle, S Lorenzo. On their
* : right flank is the 5th Grenadier Guards, and next to them to the
o ‘ northeast thé remainder ‘ofthe lst Irish Guards. One Americah bat-
talion under the command of the 2ith Guard Brigade, is employed in
tht ares south of Lorenzo. The 2d Battalion of the. 15th Infaniry
Regiment of the 3d Infantry Division (US) is employed in the area,
h Isola Bella (G 006294); this waes confirmed by prisoner's of war,
! 411 three battalions of the 168th Brigade, 56th Infantry Division (Br)
are employed irn the Aprilia area and further east, The 3d Battalion
+ of the 157¢h:-Trfantry Regiment, and the 3d Battalion of the 504th’
Parachyte Regimsnt ere emplbyed nsar Cle, 8 Lorenzo,

Prisoner's of war indicate that the 1st London Irish Rifles
"and 10th Royel Berkshire are directly east of Cle, s Lorenze, To
the east thereof is the lat London Scots, ‘

~

L Company 3d Battalion of the 179th Infantry Regiment, of
the 45th Infantry Division (US) is 1km south of 1'Osteriaccis (F 789283)
The regiment was employed on the southeastern flank one week ago.
Another rogiment of the division is seid to have been committed in
the western section of the oaachhead

C. §tgtigtics

German losses: (less Combrt Group Graser®). 42 killed, 152
wounded end 113 missing.,

= ‘Allied lossest _
3 - . Prisoners: 420 British, 1 &merican, 15 tanks
: destroyed, 3 tadks put out of commission, and 4 hoavy antitank guns
destroyed._

A

, : Gaptured- 10 antitank guns, 8 Heavy nortars,
f‘Kk 155 machina guns, 30 submacnine guns, 22 motor vehicles, and 1 tank,

XVII. 10 FEBRUARY 1944

-~ A, QOper t1 aport

In the mornlng, the 65th Infantry Division succeeded in
S taking- the railrosd strtion at Carroceto, (F 865330), and the enemy
B -« strongpoint on"Hill 80 (F 865325), an enemy counterattack, support-
. ed by tanks,-reeaptured the hill, es well as the railroad’ atation
at Carroceto and inflicted heavy lossss, The station, however, was o
' retaken in the evening by Combat ‘Group - ﬂGrdher* : '

Before davwn, the re*nforced 26tk Panzer Reccnnaissance Bat~
talion, ocecitpied Cle Carroceto snd destroyed the strongpoints north
of it, which had held out since the morningof 9 February. At night,
the 26th Panzer Division repelled an eneny attack in company strength,

The enemy attacked durlng the night after heavy artillery
preparations, with the strength of two companies, in the sector of
the Panzer Division Mcrmaen Géring®, and penctrated our mein line - -
- of resistance at a point 1 km south of Borgo Podgora (G 045240).
The enemy was -repulsed by our counterattack, dnother enemy attack
southeast of Aprilia (F 875333), wes. broken up by our ertillery.

0 .
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During the entire day, enemy artillery was very active,
especially in the area of Aprilia,

~ B, Intelligenbe Rebq:t

The location of 1st London Guards, lst Irish Guards, elements
of the 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion (US), and 8lst Tank Destroyer
Battslion (Br), as well as 23d Engineer Company (Br) at Cle Carroceto,
wes confirmed,

Accordlng to information received from prisoners of war, the
1lst Irish Rifles is between Cle Carroceto and Aprilia, and the lst
Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment is in the Ponte Rotto (F 997314)
area, -

The 88th Infantry Division(US) arrived a short time agc at the
beachhead, adcording -to information from three deserters from the 2d
Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, ‘

It is believed that the lst Special Service Force is emplaced
slong the Moscarsllo (G 0113 to G 0219).

Commander 1st Battalion of the 7th Infentry Regiment — Col,
Shermen, is confirmed, -Commender <d Battalion of the 7th Infantry
Regiment - ILt, Col. Devall,

Beeause of the considersble losses inflicted, especially upon
the lst Infantry Division (Br), during the last few days, the enemy
has been forced to concentrate further forces in the Aprilia area,
to prevent our brerking through, “Since he would naturslly attempt
to prevent this, it must be assum~d thgt, in addition to a detérmined
defense, the enemy will counterattack in ordcr to try to reconquer
aprilie, -

C, Statistics

German losses: (less Combat Group 'Gr”ser'O: 18 dead, 61
wound °d, and 16 missing,

£1lied losses: 12 imericans captured (6 of thum airmen)
snd’ 326 English capturod

Ceptured or destroyed: 20 tarks, 1 tank rendered immobile, 1
antitank gun, 3 prime movers, 1 machine gun, 12 submachine guns, 54
rifles, 2 heavy mortars with 500 rounds of ammunition, and 9 pianes
shot down,

Following are the total losses of thre enemy, from 4 Fobruary
1944 to 10 February 1944, in the area of 4prilia:s 2,563 prisoners,

53 tanks, <2 guns, 33 motor vehicles, 34 mortars, 168 machine guns,
42 submachine guns, 8 bazookas, znd 20 planes,

- XVIII, 11 FEBRU&RY 1944

é, Onerat1ons Report

Since 0500, under cover of dense fog end ertillery fire, the
enemy n~ttacked in strength, vrrying from one company to two buttallons,.

b3




su*norted by tanks. - Ee attacked our positions at Aprilia (F.875333),

‘and Carroceto (F 869330) from the southwest, south, and southeast

and, in the afternoon, also from sast of Aprllla. By the combined
firing of our artillery, and particularly the self~orovelled guns of
the 103d Panzer Battalion, all attacks were repulsed; some oniy after
close comtat, in which the enemy suffered heavy lossés. Flanking ’
fire inflictedvsevene losses on the infantry,. The main line of
resistance remained unchanged, Due to repeated enemy attacks, the
JAinfantry was confronted with a serious ammunition shortage. If the
attacks wers to recur, the heavy wea dons would have to bear the burden
of dofense., Heavy losses of the infantry, during the day, necessitated
reinforcements. -For this purpose, a combat engincer nlatoon was
broubht up, during the n1ght to be vsed as infantry.

Army reserves con31st of the lst Battallon 4th Pangzor Reygiment
(Penther tanks); 301st Panzer Battalion (radic-contrcllcd demolition
vshicles, still in trangit); lst Battalion -of the 934 Panjer Artil-
lery Rogiment (26th Panzer Jivision), 24 Battalion of the 29%h
Motorlzed Artillerv Dogiment (29th Pangor Grenadior Division).- The
last two are units rcceived from the Tonth Army on cxchange.

B. Zyewitness Roport

- An eonemy attack on Aprilia was expucted, .apd therefore, the
antitank defensc in this scctor had beon cospecially reinforcod. Our
infantry was in position on the soutitern cdge of the village. Only
12 assault guns end scveral héavy cnbtitank guns r .maincd in Aprilia,
Although Aprilie wos hoavily shclled, our losscs were comparatively
small, because the assauvlt guns took cover bchind the housos, and
waited for cnemy tanks to come within closc range tcefore firing on
theme The assault guns wors vory sucecssful; 11 encmy tanks.wore
dostroyed, and 1 nut out of commission. Tho fact That, de¢spito
repected cnemy attacks, the main linc of resistance rcn‘Lneq firm,
gives crodit to the oxecllent rogistration of our artillerye Tho

. "Horncts" duc of their thin armor »lating remained in the roar, but
were also very successful in tho antitank dcfonsc. They destroyed
cnomy tanks at o distoaneo of 2.5 lm.

C. Intcllipcncc Leport

Units of tlic 46th Tank Battalion‘(Br GHQ troég$);'wcrd cn=
ployod at Stazionc Carrocoto (F 865330), Their strongbh is approxi-=
matoly 48 tanks, mostly Shcrmans, : : .

From prisoncr of var roports, it ascortained that company A
1st Battalion of the 179th InfantryRogimont, of the 45th Infantry
"Division {US) is locatcd at the Clc Carrocoto (F 869330). The 24
Bottalion 15th Regiment of the 3d Infantry Division (US) is located
south of Pontoc Rotto (F 997314), It is prosumcd that the disposition
of the 3d Infantry Division (US) was approximately as follows: from
Fosso dcllc Molc (F 9731 to the Eost, the 23 Battalion, 1lst Battallon,
3d Battalion of the 30th Trfqr+1y'ﬁog1mcnt~ and from Poatc Rotto to
thoe Best, tho 24 Battolion 15th Infantry Rogiment, with the 2d Bat-
talion Tth Infantry Rogimont probably relcived, The cnomy srobably
intends to roncw his.-ottacks in aroa Aprilia, 5 naval vesscls, 4
freighters and scveral smell vesscls wore obsorved off the co:st of
Mettuno,

D.. Stptistics
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German losscs (loss Group "Griser"): 40 killed,. 11 wounded’
and 15 m1551ng.

Allicd 1ossos: 45 priéonofs (22 British, 5 of thom fronm tho
46th Tank Battoliong and 23 Amcricons, one thom an aviater)., 21

tanks dostroyed, 2 tanks ‘put oub of. commission, 1 antitank gun QuS‘
troycd, and 2 ambulances capturcd, : :

XIX. 12 FEERVARY 1944

A. Operations Report

Parts of thc 65th Infortry Division and Cembot Group "Grisor"
which attackod at 0300, southwust of Cle Carroccto, (F 869330) worc
thrown back, offor initinl sucecsscs, by an cnemy coantorattﬂck with
arnored forccs. MNumerous roaids wero cxccuted by both sides during

3

the night. In the foremmon, artillery and sclf prosclled guns stoppod:

an cnony attack fronm the 501thuost cn Clo Carroccte arnd Aprilia
(F 875330),

Fourtconth Arny 1nstrudtv& ‘the LXXVI Panzer Corps to prepare
attack on Isola Bolla {G 006294), to dcceiwe the onomy about tho
1naopd;ng mojor attack along the Anzio and MAprilic road,

The German High Command cormientéd on the plarmed attack os
follows:

"The atbtack for 16 February is approved by Hitlor,

However, the finel detornination of D day depends upon
Tavorable flying donditions. loss eriployment of tnnks cannct
bo afforded as it loads only to their losse It is far botber
to koop tanks in reserve positions. Niver commit tanks against
concentrated antitark defenscs, or pass through mine ficlds,
antitank ditehcs, or swomps. If the infantry is proporly
concentrated, available forces will be sufficivnt for the
rnission," '

The reirforccd 956th Grenodicr Rogimont of the 362d Infantry
Division, p‘cv;nusly orgaged in coostal dofonscs in the scetor
0001La-mout1 cf Tiber, is 2llobted t~ the LXVI Panzor “oros. Since
the reginment is only ouit“blu for defensive tasks, it will relicvo
clements of the Panzer D¢v1blon "Hornan GErlng nd the lst Para-
chutc Division in the sochor southwest of ClsLorna (¢ 0232) in ordor
to froc those units for the attacn.

The following now units have arrived in the irmy scctor: 81llth
and 813th Armorcd Engincer Conmpanics (rerote controlled dermolition
vehicles "Goliath"); 1st and 2d Battalions, 741lst JHger Regiment; the
groater part of 3d Battalion, 861st Artillery Rogincnt; and the 114th
inginecr Bottalion (114th Jger Division); two conpanics of tho 29th
notorized Ingincor Bottonlion; oand onc light and onc heavy battery of
the 313th Antiaircraft Battolion from the 29th Panzer Gronodicr Divi-

sions The 4th Parachute Division recoived two conponies of the
Italizn Porachute Battalion "Nembo", and onc company of the Antitank
Battalion from the 4th Parachube Division,

The 735th Grencdier Rogimont, 715th Motorizoed Infanty Division,
will rclicvo the 29th Pangor Grcnrdlor Regiment the night of 12 to
13 February, in order that the lattor unit can withdraw for rost and
rocuperation. ‘




The 24 Battalion, 725th Motorized Grenadier Regiment hes in-
sufficient combat strength, and will be dissolved, The remaining
troops of this battalion will be assigned to other perts of the
regiment,

The 216th 4ssault Howitzer Battalion, in the sector east of
Rome; the 8l1lth and 813th Armored Engineer Companies (radio-controlled
vehicles Woliath"), in sector Frascati; and the Panzer Company
Moyer (Tiger Tank), in sector east of Frasceti comprise the Army
Reserve,

B. Pergonnel Strength of Fourteenth Army#*

Army troo Office Enlisted Men
dctual strength 2,556 59,918
Combat strength - 986 33,355
Rear echelon troopd ’

of combat units 238 2,955
Su 1 _troops - 429 2,159 :
4ir Force g ground '
troops
Actual strength 830 30,216
Combat strength 570 . 23,426
Rear echelon troops s
. of combdt units r 159 4,926
b Supply troops 136 2,801
SS troops ' :
dctusl Strength P 1,703
Combat strength 21 1,408
Rear echelon troops '
of combat units 1 £95
| Total gtrength L L
. dctual gtrength 3,408 91,837
Combet strength, 1,577 - 58,189'
Rear echelon troops,  , S
| - ., of combat units - 448 15,18°
o Su oply troo iy :
. Other units fficers and Enligted Men
Itslian Forces - y 181
- Itsliar duxiliery -
Supply Units i 265
Russian Auxiliecry :
Supply Units 887
Other duxiliary
Supply Units 17

*less 11l4th Jdger Division and 7lst Infantry Division, In-
_cluilng the 3624 Infsntry Division (12 403 men) which is. employed
in coastal defense.

C. Inteiligence Report

Company B 2d Foresters of the 3d Brigade lst Infantry Division
(Br) is sgain in the sector southwest of Cle Carroceto (F 879330),
The other compsnies of the Battalion sre in the same sector. The
<th Brigade is on the right of the 2d Foresters, The 191st Tank
Battalion (US GHQ Troops) hns been gstablished at Cle Carrocato
pursuant to prisoner of war reports, Prisoners of war further
report thet the: 1st Irigh Guerds and lst ‘Scots Guards of the <4th
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Brigade are located in the Cle Carroceto sector, They reconfirm the
employment of the 80th Medium .rtlllery Kegiment 1st Infentry Divis-
ion (Br) west of Cle Carroceto. .

The following Américaf units are known to be on the beachhesnd:
45th Infantry Division, 3d Infantry Division, lst irmorcd Division,
824 .iirborne Division (elements Only), lst Specinl Service Force
Regiment, lst Renger Battslion, 3d Ranger Battalion, 4th Ranger
Battalion, 191st Tank Bettalion (GHQ troops), 75lst Tank Battalion
("1Q troops), 894th Tank Destroyer Brttalion CHQ troops), &nd the
601st Tank Nestroyer Battalion (CHQ troops). - In addition, these
British units are also present: 1st Infantry Division, 168th Brigade
56th Infantry Division, and the 46th Tank Battalion (CHQ troops).
These forces arc reinforced, particularly by CHQ artillery Units,

At this time, there is no confirmation of the employment of the 88th
Infantry D1v131on {Us).

8. warships, 3 transports, 5 small vessels, ahd 10 IST's
were observed in the harbor of &inzio - Nettuno.

The enemy situations:

4s the major enemy attack, of 30 Januery, with main
emphasis at Aprilia and Cisterna has failed, the tactical initiative
is now in our hands, Our main line of resistance of 30 January hes
been restored by our counterattecks. The enemy has taken up defen—
"sive positiong and is endeavoring to hold the beachhead by fortify-
ing his positions, He has sttempted to recepture iprilia, Con-
tinued sttacks in the arca of Aprilia and Cisterna must be expected,
Enemy positions around dprilic rnd Disterna are fortified in depth
with mincs and obstacles, The cnemy keeps his local reserves near
the front lines presumsbly to leunch immedicte counteratteocks,
With the exception of the 1lst .rmored Division (US), he does not
appear to have ony reserves for immediate employment, Genersally,
the counterzttacks have been supported by tanks, However, tank
attecks are not probable, since the present situction docs not
favor such operstions.

Enemy forces which lended on the berchhead, hnzve not
succseded in rerching their first objectives; nemely, Vie ippis,
ne~r Llb-no, sad Cisterna, The enemv is now awaiting our major
sttack, Fe has detcected our troop concentrations partly by =ir
reconneissance, This and terrnin eondltlons lead him to cxnect our
main blow from Aprilis snd Cistorna. Aware of the tactical and '
political significances, the enemy will sttempt to hold the besch-
head positions by »11 possible merns, Stubborn infantry defense,
extensive antitank gun positions, snd superior artillerv firc is
expectcd, The bulk of the artillery is in the woods 5 to 10 km
south of dprilia, Our repested attacks will accentuste the enemy's
shortage of personnel snd material, His supply situation is worse
than ours, because it depends largely on the wenther, and is offected
by our artillery fire, & withdrawal by the enemy is not probable.
However, in such a case our air force and artillery will make the
evecuation very costly,

Part of the enemy forces, especially the lst Division
(Br) and 3d Division (US), hnve suffered heavy losses, but they
defend their positions stubbernly, particularly the British,
according to a prisoner, the combat strength of the 3d Division (US)
has been reduced considersbly, snd it has been necessary to send
rear echelon troops to the front, Our sttscks, particularly at
aprilia, resulted in the enemy's confusion and disorganizsation,
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D, Statistics

Germen losses: 17 killed, 66 wounded, and 2 missing,

illied losses: 30 killed, 29 British prisoners (including 3
aviators), 15 imericans, 8 tenks déstroyed, and 5 airplenes. downed
hy antiaircraft, .

XX. 13 FEBRUAGRY 1944

4, Operations Report

During the night of 12 to 13 February 1944, Combat Group
“Grdger " regeined our former position at the railroad embankment
and Hill 80 (F 863328), thus pushing forward the mein line of
resistance, This area, southwest of Carroceto (F 869330), was lost
to the enemy the previous dey,

Only sctive scouting rnd esscult detachment activities on
both sides occurred in the cther sectors. an assault detachment
of the 26th Panzer Division sttecked Isols Bella (G 006294) and
encountered strong enemy resistence. Two assault detechments of
the Panzer Division Herman Gdring" and of the 4th Parachute
Division silenced 3 mechine gun positions and took prisoners.,
During the night, the Luftwaffe raided the harbor of inzlo-
Nettuno, :

By order of irmy Group C, the 1lst and 24 Companies of 763d
Artillery Battnlion (Caliber 170 mm) sre sllotted to the Fourteenth
irmy for employment on the beechhead. :

By order of the Fourtcenth irmy, the LXXVI Panzer Corps
tttaches one comprny of the 120th lssault Gun Battalion to the
I Prrrchute Corps for the plenned mejor attack, The Fusilier
Battalion of the 3624 Infrntry Division is being placed under
the command of the IXXVI Panzer Corps. The reinforced 954th
Infrntry Rogiment, prviously employed in the coestal defense:of
northesstern Italy, is being transferred to the srea of Pescara
as Lrny Group Peserve,

Other strong units of the 11l4th Jdger Division arrived in
the ares south of Rome. The 24 Battalion of the Infantry Denon-
stretion Regiment (Garrison: Ddberitz near Berlin) arrived to
replace the 1st Battalion of the 145th Grenadier Regiment, 34
Panzer Grenadier Division, However, the remaining parts of the
regiment are still on their way.

For the month of Februery the Fourteenth .rmy will rucelve
the following replscementss: ‘

For the 3d Panzer Grensdier Division 650 men

For the 3d Panzer Grenadier Division 850 men
and <Hth Purizer Division

For the 9th Pznzor Grenedier

Division _ 350 men
For the 65th Infantry Division: 900 men
Total 2750 men

Order Numbor 2, issued by the Cohrarnding General of the
Fourteenth Army, directing =~n attack against the Netunnc Beschheead,
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"No essential changes have ‘been made inh enemy disp051tlons, '
as far as known, To & grest extent, bad weather conditions =~
have ‘prevented the reinforcement of the beachhead forces.

However, under more favorable weather condltlons, we expect
a grest amount of fresh troops to be brought ap,’

The Fourteenth Army will attack on 16" Februery, con=
centrating meinly along the highway, leading frowm' iprilia to
Nettuno, znd eastward of this highway. In this sector, the
irmy.will force' its way through the main enemy defense area,
and then: push onward to Nettuno. . The main assault will be
launched on 16 Februsty at daybreak (0630). The exact hour °
will be given later, On 16 Februsry at 0400, strong asssult
‘detachments will push forward along the entire frontline of
both Corps to cut the enemy defenses. Simultaneously with
the main attack, the LXXVI Panzer Corps will mount an sttack
in the sector of the Panzer Division 'Hlerman Gdring .

Strong forces of this division will push forward in the
direction of Borgo Montello (F 976236), with Isole Bella as
the first target. By en increased use of artillery, in
dupport of this attack, we intend to give the enemy the im-
pression that a. d60181Vd battle is to be expected at this
point, .

The following points sre of decisive importsnces First,
the main attaeck of the I Parachute Corps" east flank, and
particularly the IXXVI Panzer Corps' west flank, must be
supported effectively by coorinated end rccurate ertillery
fire, Due to ammunition difficulties, the esrtillery will be
un~ble to fire rolling barrsges, Therefore, in supporting
the infentry Attack, it will be necessary for all artillery,
incluiing antiairer~ft, to shift to observed fire, »fter a
short prepsratory fire on rocognized points of resistancec,
Second, the srmored units, to be employcd in the sttack,
will he acheloned in depth., The first wave will consist
mainly of infantry and the sccond of motorized units.
Deteched tenks of the 'Tiger" type will be required to
support the assoult howitzers. ‘ .

The enemy's nir superiority when weather conditions
ere favorable, "ill prevent our transporting motorized units
over long distances, Therefors, the first wave of thc two

motorized divisions and thc attached tank units must be '
deployed close to the ass'ultlng infantry,

The entire operation, espocially date and ‘time of atteck,
is to be considered as top secrct. Telephone ealls revealing
our intentions are prohibited, Officers of thc irmy High
Command who are here in czdvisary capceity will be forbidden
to communicate with thelr headquarters by telephone,

The forwsrd irmy Commcnd Post will be loecatcd 4 km
west of Lake Nemi, effective 16 February =t 0600 hours,

B. Intelligence Report v
The locetion of S Comepny, 24 Foresters Regiment at the hill
3 to 4 km northeast of Cle, Buonripso (F '853310) has besn reconfirmed,

& prisoner identified the unit, at the crossing of the Fosso
dell- Ficoeeir (F 286333), to be the 21 Battalion, 180th Infentry
Regiment of the 45th Infantry Division. {(US). According to snother
prisoner of war 1nterrogation the whole regiment wes in this arca,
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The 39th Infentry Regiment was located near Ponte Rotto (F 997319)
as confirmed by 2 wounded soldiers, Compeny G, 3d Regiment of the
lst Special Service Forde was 1,5 km southwest of Borgo Piave
(G 053203). The 1lst Special Service Forece, consisting of 3 regi-
ments (6 compsnies each) and a Headquarters Company with 3 platoons
{25 men each§ had been employed on the beachhead for ranger tanks
since 2 February. The Command Post of the force was located
immediztely east of crossroad (G 004182). This information was
from prisoners of war,

41ltho ugh the enemy situation in general was unchanged, local
attacks at aprilia (F 875333) and an sttack near Cisterna (G 0232)
are possible, The enemy appeared reforming and regrouping his

forces near 4dprilia.
A

C, Statigtics
Germen losses: 42 killed, 121 wounded, =nd 26 missing.
dllied losses: 14 prisoners (5 Pritish, 9 dmerican), 1 eir-
craft downed by antisireraft, 2 tenks, 2 ammunitlon carriers, 1

heavy machine gun =nd 3 light mschine guns, 5 vehieles, and 3
- ammunitions dump shot efire,

XXI, 14 FEPRUARY 1944

4. Operations Réport

Except for reconnaisssnce and raids by both sides, no prr—
ticular activities tock plece during the day, The z2nemy wns ob-
served reinforeing his main line of resistance, opposite the
sectors of the 4th Parachute Division, and Panzer Division ‘Herman
Gdring®,

Our long-range artillery forced <2 destroyers to leave the
harbor of énzio, The herbor and the airfield east of Nettuno were
placed under artillery fire, :

The 26th Panzer Division was withdrawn to the resr of the
eastern flank of the LXXVI Panzer Corps. This division will con—
stitute the corps reserve for the proposed attack, In addition to
its own area, the Penzer Division Merman Gdring ® took over the
sector of the <6th Panzer Division., Thc greater psrt of the 29th
Panzer Grenadicr Division, previously employed with the Tenth army
has arrived, and will be plcced under the command of the LXXVI
Panzer Corps.

B. Intelligence Report

dccording to prisoner of war statements the organizstion cf
the 894th Tank Destroyer Bettalion (GHQ troops) includes one recon—
nrigsance brttalion, equipped with 12 sntitank guns (7.62 cm),

lst Duke of Wellington Regiment, 3d Brigale, 1lst British
Infantry Division, has been filled up to Table of Organization
strength, The 1lst Scots Gu-rd, 24th Brigade, received 360 men as
replacenents, Previouslv, the strength of its individual compsznies
was ‘only 40 men, ’
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The fact thet the ocnheny is entrenching, suggests that they
plan further defenses., Increased traffic on’the beachheal could
be due to the movement of replacements and ‘supply. - Greater debarka-
tion was observed There were no indications of immediate large-
scale attacke. ‘However, local attacks, especielly in the ares south
of ardea (F 787350), at Aprilia (F 875333}, and Cisterna (G—023<)
wers posszble., : , , .

| .c,."".; t 4 : tic

German losses (1ess Combat Group 'Gr&ber") A18”kiiied, 82:"
wounded, and <4 missing,

A1lied losses. 11 prigoners (British, Duke of. ellington), K

1 aircraft downed by entiaireraft, and < light maohine guns and 1
antitank gun (7.5 om) captured L

- XXII. 15 FEBRUARY 1944

A, Oporatloqg Report:

‘-; ‘With the exception of cowbat and reconneissance patrols, thare

" was no ectivity during the lay, 4round noon, our srtiilerv fired on

enemy tank concentraticns and gun emplacements, south of Aprilla.
The enemy fired a large quantity of smoke and phosphorous she 1s. -

In the morning, Fourteenth Armw Headquarters mede the fol-

lowing sdditions and rescissions. to the attack order dated 13

February 1944.

" First it aas to be assumed that the enemy sxpects. our,

attack, His superior zir force will enablec him to ﬂscertaln

. our main points of effort, Speeial ordsrs to. assault detach-
ments.‘es per order of- 13 ‘Februsry, are heraby rescindod

© hssoult detachment activnty during the night prior to the
attack must be the seme as ugual, In order to achieve sur-
prise, orders providing for the eliminstion of certein.enemy
combat outposts snd advenced stropgpoints esre rescinded,
‘Our attack must be sudden so as te be & surprise. H-hour
will be given . lpter. '

Second the commender. of the eir-ground supvort of the
2d Air Force will drown out the noise of the tanks, by the
use ‘of sirplanes thé night before the attack, betwesn 2400

~end 0400,. As the sound made by the plencs; will be insuffi—

cient, it must be improved by artillery harassxng fire,.

However, this fire must be the same as usunl, in volume end
H'type, in order not to alert ‘the enemy, ‘

- * H-hour for the mein attack of 16 Foorueny isg- flxed at
0630 and will be - announced to the suboriinated units bv irmy.

The 71lst Tnfan’try Division withdrew from the bevchhekd front
end moved to the Tenth .rmy. The 1lith Jdger Division (less 1st
drtillery Battelion 114) ‘arpived ot the beachherd front, - The lst .
Battalion, 114th.irtillery regiment is south:of Rome for: refitting,
The bulk’ of the 956th Grenedier Regiment of. the 362d Infantry Divie
sion, previously sssigned to-cosst defenge, ayrived ot the IXXVI
Panzer Corps and took -over the sector of :tha . 7let Infaﬁtry Regiment
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The reinforced 10th Parachute Regiment hrs, in addition to 1ts own
arca, teken over the former scctor of the 147th Grenadier Regiment

of the 65th- Infantrv Division, The attachment of the 715th Motorized
Infentry Division t¢ Combat Group "Grdser® is rescinded, The 715th
Infentry Division will assume command of the adjoining. sector on the
- left of the 34 Panzer Grenadier Division,

B. Intelligence Report

Pursuent to prisoner of war stotements, C Company , 6th Gor-
dons of the 2d Brigrde of the 1lst Infantry Divisien (Br) is ieployed
on tho rosd 3 to 4 km south of Cle Careno (F 940309), Up to 2
days previously, which wes dissolved to provide replacements for
other hcavily weakened compenies of the batitelion. The officers of
C Company do not believe that 2 decisive operationsl success will
result from the beeschhead,

The continous disembarkation and direct commitment of troops
and material in the front emphssized the cnemy's intention to recin-
force his defense, as soon ss possible, Until the present, therc
has becn no confirnstion that severcly weakened units of the 1st
Infantry Division {Br), in the &prilia areas, have boen repleced by
units of the 45th Infantry Division (US). Enemy entronchments,
naval activity, and his assignmont of replacements indicate  that he
expects our attack with the main point of effort in the diprilie arvea,

C. Statistics

Germen losses (less 3d Panzer Grensdier Division and 715th
Infantry Division): 18 killed, 47 wounded, and 3 missing,

1

B nllléd losscs: 3 prisoners (Br) of G Company 6th Gordons and
2 prlsoncra (US) of the SOAth Parachute Regiment,

/ ‘ -
. XYIITI. 16 FEBRUARY 1944

a, Operations nepord

Our etteck with thc purposs of ulimlnatlng the cnemy beach-
hepd began :

The Commander is Chicf of the Fourteenth irmy, with his Chief
of Staff meved ~t 0615; to the forward commend post, located in a
house 2,5 km southwest of Genzano, During the night of 15 to 16
February, our asssult detachments engagel the enemy along the entire
army sector, -

The left flank of the I Parachute Corps and the right flank .
of the LXXVI Panzer Corps began the attack at 0630, after a short
concentration of artillery and rocket projector fire, The Parnzer
Division ™ermen Goring", having been detached et midnight from
the IXXVI Panzer Corpsa and placed under the immediste commend of
the irmy, joined in the attack,

The 65th Infantry Division and the 4th Parschute Division
seized the ridge south of Cle Buon Riposo (F 859310) osnd the Cer-
roceto velley (F 8732) cgainst strong enemy resistence, including .
. flanking firg, which prevented a further developement of the attack,
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~ In order to pin down the enemy and diffuse his artillery fire,
increased scouting and raiding was continued. The attacking 3d
Panger Grenadier Divigion and 715th Motorized Infantry Division

-progressed rather slowly, due to strong enemy resistance and artil-

lery fire, supported by naval guns. The tanks, assault howitzers,
and Goliaths -employed to support the attack, could only advance

~.along. the roads and paths, as the terrain was not sufficiently
hardened -by the night frost, Furtheruore, the advance in this terrain
was obstructed by ditches extending perpendicularly to the direction

of' the attack, .As a result, the brunt of the attack was borne by
the infantry supported by artillery, Advanced units suffersd con-
siderable losses from enemy srtillery fire and snipers,

~ The Panzer Division Herman Gdring" attacking under sﬁpport
of heavy ertillery fire, gained 1 km of greund, but it wes then
forced to dig in because of effective enemy dafensive fire, which

caused heavy losses, Combat Training Units of the Panzer Division

Hermann Goring" and the Parachute Demonstration‘Battalion were
wiped out, The first unit hed 80, the letter 110, cesuclties.
Heevy, concentrated fire of ememy ertillery and fighter bombers

- shelled and raided our points of ettaeck, supply lines artillery
positions, and 1eserves, This action gocured mainly in the eres
“of Aprilia (F 875333), ' - ‘

Toward evéning, the Infantry Demoﬁstration Regiment which hed
lost a large.number of officers and noncommissionel officers, fell

back about 500 m without permission. It wrs cmployel at the right

flank of the 3d Panzer Grenaiier Division, .

Throughout the night, the enemy meintained cbservation of

., our rear area, by dropping parachute flares, and bombed observad
~treffic, - Although Army Group C has suggested comritment of the

. %6th I'enzer Division and 29th Panzer Grenadier Division, until now
- held in reserve, the Commanding General of the Fourteenth Army,

at 1825, claimed the time hzd not yet come to employ these vitally
important forces, It was originally intended to weaken the ensuy
with the divisions now in combat, and to push forward with the
mobile resexve divisions, when the enemy began to fall back, Not
all forces of our engaged divisions were as yet in combat, The
3d Panzer Grenadier Division and the 715th Infentry Division each
kept one regiment in reserve, " o , -

In the evening, Fourtsenth drmy issued the following addit-

“ ional combet orders to its subordinste units. - .

Enemy strongholds still meintein 2 main line of resis-
tance, - From relieble sources, we lemrned that in some
sectors our sttack brought the enemy considerable. confusion,

~and that he frequently called for reinforcements, It is -
assumed thet the enemy suffered heavy losses, . No. counter
rttacks have as yet been made due to the shortage of forces

~ on the beachhead,. Reserves have. not been brought up end
tank reserves not yet been committed, It is possible thet

‘the enemy resistance will wéaken on 17 February, Todey,

. the Fourteenth Army hag thrown back the enemy combat out-
" °  posts, and ceptured the advanced strongholds along the entire
.’ front of attack., : The Army will acontinue thelattack'on the

night of 16 to 17 Februery,

. It is of decisive'importaﬁce, duriné.ﬁhe night of .16
't0.17 Fevruery, that the attack be eontinued aleng the entire
-eastern flank of the I Parachute Corps and in the sector of

- the 1XXVI Panzer Gorps,  Where conditions permit, armored
vehicles must support the attscking infantry along all roads.
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and paths. . The objective of the attack is to establish a
“line running from Fosso Michele (F 828315 to F 845308) via
Carrocetallo creek (2 km south of Aprilia) to the southern
edge of the small wood, 2,5 km southeast of Aprilis, Bridge-
heads across the Garrocetello creek should be extended as

far as possible., ' The Panger Division Merman Gdring* will
continue the attack on its west flank, Strong asseult
detachments must attack the enemy zlong the entire beach-
head front, except at thc center of main effort, The.

enemy must be engaged throughout the night. He must not be
allowed to-gain time, which would permit him to strengthcn
his defense,

_ . The objective of the I Parachute Corps is Rldge, west
of Riserva Nuova (F 8530)., The main effort of the LXXVI
Penzer Corps is to %e slong the border of the 715th Infantry
Division and the 11l4th Jager Division, The initial objecctive
for the nssault elements of the I Prrachute Corps snd the
ILXVI Panger Corps is Highw-y Number £2 S-Lorenzo (F 780300)
Cle Torre d4i Padiglione (F 922290), The VI Panzer Corps
must hove the 26th Panzer Division in readiness to expioit

7 point of menevrstion, This division will not be committed
without permission of the Army Commander, The 29th Panzer
Grensdier Division is to advance eest of the 26th Panzer
Division towaris the Campoleone (F 877386) -Cisterna (G 0232)
railrord, A4n advance over the railroad will only be extended
on army orders, .

Gunsrlisted below were sveilahble on 16 February for the attacks

Nunber Type of Cealiber 1
‘ each wespon

rzﬁ 114 howitzers - 10,5 cm
46 howitzers 15 cm

39 guns = _ 10 eom

.6 ‘guns . ' 17 enm

3 howitzers - 2l cm

2 | railway guns I 2

2 railway guns : 2, cn

54 rocket launchers 15 em

14 rocket lounchers 21 em

172 antisireraft guns 8,8 cm

Total 452 =

ammunition expenditurc of long-renge artillery on 16 February:
45/, rounds ealiber 17 cm snd 50 rounds (railway guns) celiber
21 em,

The Army Command believes that the unauthorlzed withdra wal
of the Infantry Demonstration Regiment wns due to unusu-lly heavy
ertillery fire, which this regiment has encountered after having
lost a great number of officers snd noncommissioned officers.
4lthough fifty per cent of the men in this regiment have already
been in combat, they have not boen in action for 'a long time.

The regiment is expected to show an improved combat spirit, end to
prove its courage in further sctions, " The Commanding General of
the Fomrteenth irmy visited the regimental commander at his Command
Post, during the afterncon of 16.Februery, and ordered an 1nves-
tlgatlon of this incldent

Desplte‘lncrersed enemy air aétivitios; such as the dropping
of parachute flares throughout the night of 16 February, our troops

T
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- further:attacks on 18 Fobruary,.

Succecded in reaching their initial positions without heavy losses.
The recomaissance activity and raids carried out in'the sector of

tho 4th Parachute Division divided the enemy defense, and sonsiderably
relioved our attacking forves. Our héavy losses wers due to insuf-
ficlent training of troops, heavy enemy artillery fire, frequent -
fizhter attacks, and enemy sniper activity, . Because of tank losses,
Fourtoenth Lrmy ordéred that tangs &re to opsratc only within our f
linos, and under no oircumstances in fromt of them, Our artillery
could not dompletely noytralize the 8nemy artillery due to lack of’ g
ammunition, o : 4 I

Bs Intelligence quor‘b ‘

: 4, B, and X Companies of the 9th Royal Fusiliers and the 8th
Royal Fusiliers’, both of tho 167th Brigade of tho 56th Infantry
Division (Br) were vstablished in tho. aned nortl of Cle Carano.
(P 939313), Both Pattalions reolicved .moricen units two days agos

‘& Company of the 9th Royal Fusiliors was brought up to strongth by

inexpe‘riench‘t?éops,'which arrived from England via Naples

The 3rd Battalion, 179th Infantry Rogimont of tho 45th In-
fantry Division (US), was placed soytheast of .iprilia, sccording

- to prisonors of war of Companies I' and 1, Through prisonor of war

interrogation and capiured documents, it was ascortainod that B .
Company, lst Battalion of the 15th Infantry Rogiment was 2 Km ongt-

- wards of Isola Bella (G 003294), and that E Company, 2d Battalion |,
of the 7th Infantry Rogimont was west of Ponto Rotto (F 99 7314) .-

Ls expectod, enemy rosistancc was strong and dotermined, The -

onemy prevonted a breakthrough, dospite several orises which arose
- during the morning at &iprillia and southwost of Cistorna (G 0232),

The enomy made no attemp to réeapturc his positions oxcopt .southe .
oast of -prillia, Looal roservos, and ospecially tanks, wore ob~
scrved only southoast of Lprilia, It is assumed that ho.will not -
comuit his smll local infantry rogerves, until his formor combdt
positions are threatoned with a breakthrough, .ilthouth we may =~
assume tla t the cnemy has suffored lossts, strong enomy rosistance . .
and counberattacks along tho emtire fromt during 17 Fobruary must
be anticipateds . . P
Ce Sta‘bisfios e .
_ Gorman losses (loss tho 715th Infantry Division): 324 k3lled,
1207 wounded, and 146 missing, . " , N

_ £113ed losses: 224 prisonors (141 British, 60 ‘fmo";*ican, ‘and
23 mationality not yot dotormined), and 7 tanks dostroyed, ..

3
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Ao Oporations Report o S

- Lgoinst stubgor’x"z i?riem&i'rqs-is.fanée;en‘ the ground and in 1711"9 _
air, it was possiblec during night and day attaocks, ‘o ponetrate tho
enomy main line of resistance, and to win initial positions for

.
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Today the onemyt!s artillery fire and air bombardment waw the
heavest since his landing on the beachhede, FEe made continuous
raids in waves of 30 to 40 planes throughout the day, att acking
troops, artillery ﬂos1tlons, and rear areas, The estimated: nllled
ammunition exnendrbura is 22 00 rounds.

Tho 4th Parachute D1v151on advaneed to tne unaolonla ared,
1.5‘Lm west of Cle Buon Riposo (F 859310), and in tho evening, it
took the wooded area around hill 67, 2 Xm northeast Cle, 12 Cozna

(7 815292) .and the northwest part of the Fossi di Buon Riposo esctor,
1.5 Iy oﬁhCh.LOCmgm. ‘ X

he 65th I fantry Division overcame shubborn enemy resistance
and tank supbortca counterattacks, ospeoially against tho right

‘flank, It oapbured o part of: tho defense systen of Cle, Puon

Qiposo. .fter previous unsuccessful cttack ¢s, the stubornly defended
strong point of Clec, Carrocetello, 2 X, southwest of Lprilia (F 875333),

- wos taken by a fronbal at%ack, during *he night of 17 to 18 Februay. -

In the af+ornoon, contirued aitacks cnabled the 3d Panzer
gronadier Division to push further south and to cross the Carrocetellp
creek (2,5 Km south aprilia),

The ”25ﬁh Frenacdicr Regiment, 715 h Infantry D~v1slon overcame
strong emeny resistance and advanced to piscina Tombola ani to 2 Km o
northeast Pta Campo di Carnc ( r862280).

The 114th Jager Div131o took fortified Hill 61, 1.5 Km south- .
east of Aprillia by storm, and broke into the northor cdre of tlhe
liacehia della Ficoceia Forost {2 ¥m southeast of Aprillia); it held

ts gains against huavv tark supported encmy countcratﬁaoks'

Our attack in the sector of Ponzor Division Hermann Gorlng
was stopped, after the road LOTK 250 m northeast of Collc del Pozzo
(F 964312), was taken, The cidemy put up a stublorn resistance from
well fortificd positions, supported by heavy weapons and tanks,
There wes inoreased sniper activity. Our antiaircraft dofensec wos
offective, Thirteen-encmy planes werc snot down, ZEncmy planes dropped

bombs on Tlger~tank dummies in the soctor of the Panzer Division
"Hormann wb;lng

The morale of unscasoned troops was affected by the unusually . i
heavy artillery firo, The initially poor fighting qualities of the
Infantry Demonstration Regimont have improved,

The Commander in Chief Southwost issucd tho follewing ordor:

"on thoe first day of atbaocl: our artillery expended much

ammunicion, This large cxpenditure is not in proportion to

our supply. The ammunition must be utilized to clear tlk

way fér our infantry by destroving enemy pockets of resistance.

The infantry must ma'se use of our artillory firc and the fire

of its own hoavy Weapons in order to goin sround. It appears -
_that fl shtine on the beachiicad will last for Several morc days,
"~ and we cannot expend amwnition on secondary targots," '

Orders ef the Fourtecnth irmy for furthor -attacks.

, ul nough tho 3d Panzer Crenadior Division and the 715th
Infantry Division werc able to ponctrate deoply the enenmy's
babtle positions, our attaclks have not produced the anticipated
results, , Our task is to commit the sccond wave, vwhereby the
initial penctration in the sector of the LXXVI Panzer Corps is
" to be expanded into o breakbthrough, which will carry our ferces
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o Nettuno., To accompli*h ‘bhl"’ " the 26th Panzer Division
anc the 29th Panzer Gronadie:r 1vision will be attached
to tho LXX¥I Panzer Corps. During the night of 17 to
18 Fcbruary the forcos vreviously committod will continue
the attack, All commandors are advised that the battle’
of the Nettuno beschhead has reached its oritical stage,
that our troops must advance and pursue the cnemy under

‘ , all circumstancos, Only a completoc olimination of the
| . o ‘brachhead onds our mission. During the night of 17
- to 18 Fobruary, I Parachute Corps w'.11l insurc the pro=
toction of the pright flarnk of the 1JXVI Panzor Corvs,
ovon if the Porachut: Corps! ri-ht flank will havo uo
bo - woakencd for this purjoso and will advancc to highway
82 (F 780300 to F 922290) durin; tho night, The LXXVI
Panzor Corps will continuc tho atrack, with the divisions
now comittod, to gain as much ground as possiblc to
the south, by the morni;-g of 18 T“oo:uo.ry. The Panzer
Division "Hcrmann Goring" 4111 pin down tho cnemy along
its omntirs front, '

. The.-push to tie south will be rosumed by 04003
the cast flank of the I Parachute Corps, the LXVI

— S Panzor Corpg, -and the west flank o the Panzor Division
"Hoyma:m, -Goring" participatinpg. 1n the sdéctor if the
LXXVI Panger Corps, tho 25%h ranzer Diveion and the

29th Panzer Gromndier Division will be brought up during
the night, The units will bc ready 4o lounck the broak-
through towards Fottuno before dewn; thoy will move into
ho positions of the 3d Panzer Gronddeicr Division and
the 715th Infaniry Division during night, - It is

most’ Important that the east flank of thg Corps be
protected from enemy tonk supportcd counterattacks, the
1st Battalion, 4tH Panzer Roginent (Panthor tank) will
remin in roserve, This battalion will be prépared for
defensc agoinst a tank atbock from tho gencral dircetion
of Torrc di 2diglirnc (F 921239), :

R, Byowitness lleport

The success of the na st two days would have beon much groator
if tho torrcin conditions had pormittod the employment of tarks as
lanned. But as the toanks had to keep .to the roads, the burden of
the fight £011 on the infantry, The infartry overcamo oreny stron
holds and pockéts of resistanco, but sustained heavy losscs. .unony
rosistanco woakened rapidly, at poinbts whore tanks or assult guns
could support the infantry, Enemy artillery firc vas minly rosponsi=
ble for the high casualtics of our infauntry. The strength of our
infantry had alroady boen weskened from contintous fizhting, The
combat strength of infantry battalion was approximntely 120 to 150
mene Enomy alreraft did not oxcessively haress the infantry as his
plancs chosc for their t'\rgc’cu isolatod housos or settlements, which
were avoided by the iufantry, iloicver, onemy air action agninst our
supply linos and artillery positions was vory succcessful, For oxample,
. ,one well equipped antialrcraft unit, assignod to the 715th Infantry
~ Division, was not able to particd.pa‘b_c.qfully in the attack, as cnomy
ar'billch and aircraft had inflieatcd heavy losscs on Jcroops and
; - guns shortly afto’ the start of tho attack. The cnemy fired a jFroat
. numbor o white phosphorous shclls, ospeeially during the night,
: Thesc shells did not produce actunl damgre, bub thoy affceted tho
morale of the troopu Oncc tho men beeano -accustoned to tho phos=
.phorous chells, thoy foarcd the hizh oxplosive sholl meorc, 'os it
causcd highor casunltics and inflicted nmorce scrious wounds.. :
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'C. Intelligence Report

The 9th Royal Fusiliers Regiment (Br) is in the scctor north
of Casale Vecchio, 1 Im northwest of Clc Lo Cogna (F 815292), BEast
of it is the 8bh Royal Fusiliers, Adjacent o th. south of Cle Buon
Riposo (F 85901D), is the 7th Oxfordshirc and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry Loglmoat Thcy rclioved the 2d Forostors Regiment o fow
da ays r""On ’ :

The 167th Tnfﬂntry Prlwado ‘proeviously in tho ¢ Garigliano
scetor, landed in Nottuno on 14 and 15 February, and was irmediately

put 1nto nction., The brigade is to bo suppovted by cloments of the

81lst Tank Destroyor Battnlion of the lst Infantry Division (Br).
This was learned from prisoners of war, The 2d Battalion, 157%th
Infentry Regiment of tho 45th Infantry Division (US) is in the arca
soubthwest of the railroad station at Carrocoto (F 865330), 24
Batta llon,;llﬂtn Infantry Regiment is near the road junction, 1{8
Km east of Cl. Carroccto (F869330). T Company, 2d Battalion, 7th
Infantry Regimcnt 1s in the area 800 noctors west of Ponte Kotto

(F 397514)

Flash ranging located six cnomy bottorics,

Active nawval traffic and discembarlcetions in tho harbor of
o have been observed, Two cruiscrs and throeo destroyers lic off
boachhead, and shelled Litbtorin (G 0818) arourd noon, 11 large
appr OledtOLy 20 small naval units werc outside iAnzio harbore
lan ng point w.s obscrved 1 Kn rorthwps* of Lc Grottaccie

3 B
—

The heavyrlosscs of the day arc expectod o hove wenkened the
enonye Howover, comtinued rusistance can be cxpeoted along the
oentiro front,.
™ Cdemde 3 mde 3 oy
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Li1licd losses: 571 ’risoners (245 Amoricans, 326 Brltlsh),
19 airplanes shot dowm (13 Dby ontinircraft and 6 by £ihtors), .17
tanks destroyed, and 4 heoavy antitank guns dostroyed. Scveral
vehicles werc sot afire,
XV, 18 FERRUARY 1944

Le Oporations feport

Continuing our attack, the initial penetrations were cnlarged
in depth and width, However, no decisive brealtthrough wms achicved,
Strong 4llicd counterattacks were halted by the I Barachuto. Corps,
and the LXXVI Panzer Corps.

In the scetor of the I Parachute Corps, the wooded arca cast
of Hill 67, 2 Kn wost of Clc Buon Riposo (F853310), wos
cloared of tho crnonye -long the 65th Infantry Division boundary,
the cncmy attacked supportoed by tanks, after arn artillery and morbar
barroge, and scized 7131l 63, 1 Im southwest of Cle Buon Riposo. A
further attaclk wms halted,
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Tho G%h Infant-y Division soizod 7141l 79, 1 Xm southwost
of Clec Buon -liposo, Mndunotqor i1l 79, 1. 5 D uom,ho'xst of Clo
Clc Buoxn iiposo.

In tho orca of tic LXXTI Panzer Corps, both the 26th

Panzer Division and tho. 29th j:u"r'cr‘ Gronadicr ~ivision were

comitted for the first tine,., Lfter 0400, thoy Tou hi alongrith

. the 3¢ Panzer Gronadior Division in the attack tow"rd the southe.

4 linc, just north of HMishway 82 (4xF875284) was roachod

' , by tho 29th Panzor fromadior Division, Strong cneny rosisbanco was

overcome ot Clo 1 1Ovilo 1 Kkm oast Capboniora (F 86!‘282), and ot the
foot of 11:.113 73 - b.nd 69, 1200 mctors northoast of Clc 1 'Ovilc,

-

Tho 715th Infantry Division will be rolioved.from the area

| southeast of Lprillia (F 875333) and designcted as Corns Roserve, 3y
| ordor of Fourteenth Lrny, this division is earmorked os reinforce=-
ment of the assault troops, ’

The llc“ch Ja gor Division ouf“h'h throush thc south sdte of Tthe |
Iincehio della Ficogois wood (2 “m Southoast Lpri .Lla). Lfter overconing

stubborn eneny ;res:.stance, they established a vrid-cheag over
the canal., This position was held against hcavy dountercitacks,

. The 1028th Panzer Grencdicr Dogiment siized the oueny strong
‘point at losatelli (F 908320), but duc to heavy artlll ~v ond nortor
firc, tho lefi csscult group remained in the valley south of
Spaccassassi (7 27u80) ' '

In the morainn, Fourteonth ..ruy rupor'"od to Lrny Group C that
it roguired. stromar Pightor support to m.d in the at tar:l:, and alss
incroase tho confidonce of the troops., Cur plons remain unchangode
How attacks towords thrc soubh, arce To roacn. the tWrooded arca south of
Aprilia. The 1st Batibalion of tho 4th Pansor Rogincnt (PCambhor tanks)
will rermin in Jrmv roscrve, One ”'t‘t&l"O“l of tn.o 362¢ Tufontry
‘Division crployed. asg coastal defcnsc, will be attached to “the Panzor
Division "lermnnn GO"lJ‘l’“. This viil, o ble tho latuter division to
foirrh ossault units, and’to attach thonm to the westorn flank, It 1
“tho '_intcn'bion of 'cho Lray to dotach .similar fortos fro the 3624

—~ " Infentry Division for the samo purdosce. The 1027th Panzor Gremadicr
Roginent will be withdravm from coastql defcnso south of tho mouth
of ths Tibor, and cnployed on tc loft flank of I Parachute Corps.

Be Imtelligéneo Noport .

.On 17 February, the following uaits woro ‘ifontificd, on cither
side of the Aprillia~inzio Mighway: the lst Battalion, 157th Infantry
Regirc nt, 24 Battalion 157th Infantry Regiment, and tho 24 Datt alion

179th Infz\nt vy Reginent, ('mgorrvn_." tho 157th Infantry Qceginent on

ho cast). On 15 F ebruary the 2d Battalion 157th I‘qf“rvtry Regiment
relic od clemonts' of tho lst Infanbtry Division (fr), “he anbitonk
commany of the 179th Infantry Rogiment was obsofved on the hizhey,
1 I'm northoast of Fta Campo di Carnc (F 802284), wuring the lost
fow days colored troop wore oragod in bitter elosc conbay ot the
Tus golixi Canal.

B ' Vo oxpcet the c,'ncny was to try to dvold a breakthrough on the
highway to Hettune by withdraving all available fordos from th: less
throntened scotors and by committin: newly arrival troops, 10 1s
assum-d th't ore tank svp*)or’cco counterattacks will be rade,
Positions sti*l hold north of the wooded nrea will be stubliornly
dofended in ordor to protedt artillery emplacerents, It may be
assuned that cacny fovces ccholoned in dopvh 2ru to be fojnd narbi-
cularly on ho hway 82 and botwoon that hishway and the northorn cdge
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of the woods at Bosco di Paligliore (FF 880260), Local countor-
attacks may be cixvocted, -especiall against tho flanks of our assault
sroups. Ieavy enony losses are no indication that oniny rosistance
¢ill dinimish,: _ -
C Stoatistics

0w Gorrian losscs: less 29th “anzor Gronadior
Jager Division and 715t Infantry Division): 63 Xi
wounded, and 21 ni-sing,-

£11liod losses: 3584 prisoncrs (293) imoricans mostly fron
179th Infantfy Reginont and 24 Battalion 180th Infontry Roginent,)
14 toaks (4 Shorman) dostroyed, 1 antitank gun dostroyod, 4 airplancs
dovmod by antitircralft guns, and 2 crmunition carriers and 4 porsomncl
carriers sot afirc, Cavburcd: 4 Shorman tanks, 2 anticirceraft guns
(2 em), 17 machine guns, 1 mortar, 1 bazookn with rockets, 30 rifles,
12 avtpratic pistols, and 1 antitank rifle,

VI, 19 FORMUARY 1944

a. Operations -leport

i a B @ o A

"During the day, strong encmy countorattacks, suprorted by - -
tanks, forced partial withdrawals from nowly pained positions,

v Jleavy enony artillery fire rosulted in groat losscs and halted
the attack of the 65th Infantry Division at Zlc Duon TNiposo ( 859310,
Zowever, the G65th Infantry Division's 1.t flank advanced towards

the south, and in a simultancous attack fr m tho onst by parts .of

Che LEXVI Panzer Corps, the strongpoimt Clo uon Niposc was encireled,

3 g, the bridgehoad south of the forest
Inechia dolla ficoccia, 2 Km séuthenst .prilla (F 875333), was on~
larged, But in the aftoernoon, onomv gounterattacks launchod wit
tanlk support, forced back tle 115th Jagor Division into the northorn
part of tho forest. The division sufforcd eonsiderahle losscs in,
non and nmatericl, The villagé of CIS 1 f0vile, 1 Kn oost Cantonicra
{F 864282), was capturcd by combat patrols of the 26th Panzor and
29th Panzor Grenadler Divisions. It was lost agznin, during an
eneny tank attack, in the o¥ening. ssscult troops of the 2%th
Ponzer Gronadier Division crossed highway 82 (F 780300 - F 922290),
in a front 500 metors wide, The right flank of Panzer Division
"ermamn Goring", attaclzing Colle el Pozzo, 2 In wost Cle Carano
(F 940309), was stopped in fromt of the cnoy positions by concontrated
defensive fira. Tho loft flank occupicd two hills northoast of
Collec del Pozzo,

Durin: heavy night fichting 1

The 1028ta Panzer Gronadior leginent is attached to the T715th
Infantry Division. This Division was stationed in the region south-
east of Aprilia os Corps RAcscrve, It ow will take ovor fiac left

scctor of the LXXVI Panzer Sorps, adjac.:t 4o t .o 1l4th Jager
Division as of 0800, 20 Fobruary 1944,

The oneny continued to placc concontrated firc on the main line
of resistance and interruptod supplv lines by hoavy harrassing firc,
During our attack, illicd artillory f£ied barrages irrcspcetive of
thelr own main line of rosistance, The inercased firc of cnowy

-

artillery and the contimuous air raids by bombors and Zizhter bombors,-
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Leads to the conclusion that the oneny intonds to hold the po-
i

sitions on ""i"h*ra" 82, Durin_ the nornin;, Fourtcenth uzny
informed Army (roup by piaonc that .o shift of the main effort to

the oast would requirc vast preparations, and weould bo advanto-

4=

cous ©o The ononys

Thoref ors, Wo iwtond to destro” cnor,:y forcecs isoloted in the

resion of Cle fuwon Ripose (F €59310), bv a oorvcrf'ln‘; atiaocic from

& ll sides, 'xnd to comsolidatc the situation on the castorn flank
f %the E\_ I “anzor Corps (1141:11 Jager Division)., 411 Forcos

availablo i ll attack along hijawwy Clo Carroccto (F O SO)

Torre 41 padizliono (I‘921289). OCGL"‘D"‘"G:LO“ of lishvmy 82 by sur-
prisc attacks will be abbompbed in thé scetors of tho LAXVI lanzer
Corps. 3rd Panzer Groumcddcr Division, and 28th Panzor Tivisions
Afser clearin: tho sit uetipn on both flanks of the attack group,
arny intonds to" in hitiate, as soon as nossihle, a decisive sputh-

{ tho sector o the 23%h Qlanzor (ronalior Divi-

wsstorly attack, in
i-n,

» 17111 be made ovailable for cmploimont
o director Torve <i Padislione,
vastern flonl: has been eliarcd up.
von transforrcd fron the cots cofceusc
ier to ronl ce the Yanzer Division
for abtacks in tic scchor ~F vho LEXVI
ision wil be

The 26th Pangzor Jdivisior
.'|

as scon as the sivuation

Tio 362nd “ivision vihiich

sector Cuodind - mouth of

T oymann Gori will

Janzor Corps, formor sector of the 382nd Infamtry biv
Tnfn

,balkon ever by the nowly activatod $2nd ‘nfarbry Jivision, wi0sc proscmt
stronsth is 4,242 men, the 954th Fromadior -?10"1;10 s of tho 362n
Infan'ry Uivision (Lywy Croud ¢ Reserve) will he transforred from tho

\/
arca oft Pugcain U arca sou G of L’Lo:z:.o.. "3.1:_. 2nd Tobtnlion 102

Pauzer Gronmadier I uI’" oy a1l Stoff, until 2o cmployed
in thu coast dofc o 0: Tilwr, have boen
attached to the 6 I 1f" b D"‘vl '

The 140th Cranndler Dojiront of thc 65th Ifortry .u”VJ.ulO-., at
nrescent attachod to T ’i‘o.‘:ﬁ:iz Arym, 111 roburn to its Jivision by
15 Impeh, Thoé combat o tho antry Division is 26
officors, and 871 onllu, -cl ,

Be Imtclli~enec Tonort

N i =

14

have boon idoemtificed Srd Battalion
S S°

5 :
, ocated i the arca cast and nprth-cost
of taccin c.o'lla Floosciy o 514th Cormany Royal ir .y Sorviece Corps
o; yvhr 5&th Infantry )'L‘ ision {Fr) is woar the higomy in tho reglon
of Sarpo di Carnc (F 870285),

K

e 0w
ck
I
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The onom artillery fired 30,000 rounds on 19 Fo orvarv 19-*.

Cur pbacks have confused thoe enon and also brou it about
cnergoney situstions in sonu ol his units, o on.iyy cormAand has
ronpatudly called voon isolate. ond Jancrously plrced units to hold
t;LCll" 08 ":10_15, by pronising roin orcomentg, ..oing dotorn incd tac
nein dircction: of '\‘tu vcle, tho cneny orobably i1l concontrate all
r.vo.:,.luclo Porces in thiu reglon south of _»prlll:m to itorcopt the at-
acl a% the wood of ‘?az"*' 110.10 (F 890260), s the verritory north
of % forost has boon logh, the oncnar lacks obscrvition posts. In
andit on, Bhe loss of thw :1or4\:lwrn ed;os of tho forost has ondangeroed

his artillory nositlonse oStubborn oprositlon fror lioy nosition af
the oross roa ab Campo ¢i Carno (7 033285), ond Foo Podd slione

(1 35724%), and th, tr cersors Torre DI Padigllione (F 922289)
and Lo Forriorc (F 963 is oxn.nted, Incred sod cov nuor'\waclm,
supoort ! ovr Tlankd and esnocinlly sowthwest of

ted by tanks, agnlnst
assi (I 91733C) arc -it?.n;n‘:. 5 is .stinatod that large
varts of thoe cncmyls 1ni’”r1'“v and sans rosorvos wore comitted in
.,:{:o'r'vl:’cc.c‘”, viz, the lst Tafartry Division (7r) an® lst
Arnored Division (US),

~31le
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48 o result of our cktacl from thwe wrush, the o coplutuly
surrounded ot Cle Duon -tinoso (¥ 8 o tourrd
thoe south was .stablishod. Durin ek

rcopelled,

The Srd Panger Groandior Jividion scilzeld the costorn odygo of
She cerge Camdo ¢i Corne (P 855300) , the southwest cd o
T th. Gorge Fosco cli Caronte, 700, rwiers morthwest of Camboniicr
F.862222), and novod to a liumo, 800 mwobtors north of the crossroads
T Jantonlera, The batvtalions of the 29th mnzer Gromndicr:
Divisisior (3rd and 1:3:: Bast '

. ~

ghwey 82, oast of

thac Jo wolfors, worce

Mo, C
citheor wincd out or wrere disacrscd 1 1 Joer Division in
another atteck fron the northirest, sclzed thi southorn cd e of the
“acenia della Ticoccia forest, 3 lon southeast of Lprillis (F 875333),
Ln gneny tank atsaclk toverds 61 Dosotelli ) 908320) tms ropulscds

T 2 e Al S
S a1m Co [elkvi
a

dos
Juen Diposo (& 8503
e}

wost, desined to asgi cd ’crdbps; Lo avolid losscs,
Fourthtountl: Ly orl Thor tarks, brevwche un to cl'\".
the »ocket of Duon Goarror.d ol Lonv,

T order to st oon $ho o rals :'-.‘_LJ 0. roishance, on tho

castorn flank of th an attack will ho lourched,
as «arly as »ossile on ul ;ﬁbw oery, to s.izu *cn cuoryy strungoolnts
Cle Bindaroetbto 2 'm nmorth of Clu Yorc &1 nolijlicw (I‘9u128”) and
Cle Carano (F 940309), :

ot C1le Ducn uposo
writh heovy artillery

During ovr abbenpt
(F 559310), thc cneny borkx
firs, His troops wrore »nrotect
shelter in the eabes of the rovwi:
otm Tir: coul  not roech t,_o_._.
to the hoary oneny artillery sh
thc tubcso,

It hts beeorw vory dinficult to ovieounto tie ounded, 411
ulances, includin’ the armorc have boon lost i i

ralin It
4
nocessary to usc assault guns and r tanlis for Sho ovaocudtlon,

I
O “

By carly morning
Yanzer Croncdior *visi
fromt, will he attached
romaiaing cleomim &t
Division, i.:,, ¢ offic

of 23 Fchruary, 2 Brtiolions of the 15th
on, proviously cmnloyed on the Cassin

o . bne 29%h Panzor Cronadicr Division., Tho
L Panzor Gromadicr Jegiment 715th inf

ors, noncommissiored olficers, and 158
men wore assigned to the combat tedn of the 720th Gronadier legiment.




For use by

ITALY l 100 , O O O. War and Navy Department Agencies only

Not for sale or distribution

78 79 580
72 73 74 75 76 77 0°05 East of Rome

PR ho-q O ¢ BRI g = A, ’ " o
apicy e Jite B rie 4 _ s y
41 P : ‘Z‘E‘, A LA I o ETX > o /84!

A ° :"&
- | L
z
= A i Wi
L i(g , Y
i 7598
4 . a4
2 . 'l f
o o Y Gy N
0 o -~
) o /,»/4 S .
. <P U
.- Rl
(Y 8 ey ol
REV e »
pria S 7 :
\ A8 e y(
0, o4
> - A st | A
e 5 G v
% ‘.‘";.lang!%\ hr s gt ) 4
\*::‘ ‘32_‘“ (;',‘.’ - }.?’ B e ] .
< T e " - heis F
3 PR a2 . Ay
A ."l‘.lfot ‘,“ i U ey ;~._h_ NN d .' Wa
FEANA " ~APANN—
: v D . P N . X L.
e ¥ - Splxar \;Boﬁoss\gnmo g "5 sosl)
. m' B ol | ok MaB poso’
ol 1 o ! ST y e
“"ﬂ ‘.‘1'-;"

08 |[0IV: nits: | Attached:

X

25 46
i { Fgs Bm
2t

24 =

233

22 | Engr B

715 | Engr_Br 13 813 {‘6dtiath)

l % >
820 |1 Loﬂl-wy"_‘“ oA e :
NYLNE S o v WA
- !3&‘ ‘ N T e ¢ -
19 ‘ ) .

135 Wl/436

H5|] ergency Bn 2bV n- ‘ Fis)




LATTORIA

SECOND EDITION-ams 2

gy |
I"
"

89 890 91 92 93 94 o5

¢
178
/./

iR

98 99 00 0
ry

02 03 04 05

06

0%y

oyt g

— A

T

T




ITION.ams 2 SHEET 158

03 04 05 06 o7 08 09 €0 ;1 12

S Y *.Qv’w’ng#‘iw

0%y SOUTH ITALY GRID (BLUE)
B 45 7 W P CI0S( A ; TO GIVE A GRID REFERENCE ON THIS SHEET
N 3 ¥ A g ) H VS Sl /‘V' 5‘;} JTe G 1) 5 Pay no attention to the smalier co-ordinate figures at the corners and in margins.
eyl ; 4 - (’7- \» 840 They are for finding (ull co~ordinates.
)+ Y © o
}07 -4 3 \\ B pAY ATTENTION TO LARGER MARGINAL FIGURES AND TO
'5\_6\{ _)\\ Y 39 THOSE PRINTED ON THE FACE OF THE MAP.
; . s : 2 5 POINT Cava F 844247
S H o/ ( .
E "-l-'.f_ eo ?’ﬂ N 38 East North
/1% == A Take west edge of square in which Toke south edge of square in which
o » \: point lies and resd the fpures | g 4 point liea and resd the figeres | 0 4
A \ I a0 7 N printed opposite thig line on morth printed opposite thiz line on ssst
“ikem % N N Y P or south margin or on the line itse!f or west margin or on the line
] . o) 37 {on the face of the map) .| itseif tom the face of the map)
.{ R v | ~ R 5 "‘_/*‘. & % Estimate tenths eagtwards 4 Estimate tenths northwards |
l} b W) 1} e "‘i. ]
36 East ] 844 North .| 24
> YL .“, [ ; ’ A’r\‘.\:\_“' Nearest similar reference on this grid 500 Km. distant.
o :«» ‘ N - - GRID DATA
i ;3., DN 35 Southern italy Grid
0 Nosy %
/ e . \ \\ NS o
(&I £ .. AR 3
‘T4 \ g 34
: d B AN A
o N \ ,\\:\\,\\X Faise Co-ordinates of orlgin. . ___ . . . . 700,000 metres E.
o R z Y R } 4 800,000 metres N.
\ Y
- WA 93
D) Y
j R i
AT 2N Sy 3"2 "
L2 @Y X y : o ]
¢ < ‘3'0‘”, Al'ss 4 3’58
N b G ' Jan. 1948
s 240N 3!
oy s
S
< ™ L di Cotr. 830
a < a
3 ! g
pra 3 A
¥ )
1! hY 1 o 3
AT NGRS A0 3|3
(3 .|, ¥ =
. NN 28
"I“s’ - '_. . o o N
N , | 27
H . )
AL ‘ i
S & ol 26
|
‘w N
. ‘ 3 4 Loub ‘ l \.‘ 25 :
== AN\ '} Annual change 8'East
- .4
- ” 24 CONVERGENCE
e ' At the West Edge of this sheet Grid North is 0°59 'Weat of Trus North
2o 23 At the East Edge of this sheet Grid North Is 0°40°'West of True North
\ \
S W 30'
AT 22 REFERENCE
\ ‘. Railmay. two or more tracks with statior ... . lepmbgtpdeytagta Jute
2' seagie track and electrified ————————te e —
nerrow gauge or Tramway CCamT e ————
\ Tram i:nes om & rosd ———————
re 520 Cabie roitway . VSV VI IS VNI VI
\ Nationsl Nighways {Autostrade)
4 8 Metres wide. metalied (Q-way
/ 19 Main Roads 1Strade Statslr with route numbers). nT
4 6 Metres wide or over. metalted . 3
S q
A, Other Maen Rosds (Strade d: grande comumicazione). '2....':" E
\ 5 Metres wide.or over, metatied! ” .. et
. |8 ».T
N
. - Secondary Roads. ] 1 -way = — U
" " '5-5 Metres wide. generaliy metalied. I AN -l SER_SER SR
° bl s
= L/? '7 Other Roads and Cart Tracks. generelly ynmetalied {
. | ) 1aTRT2RIRITRIITITINNS
* Mule Tracks — - —— — —
S 7 V 7 . 16 Paths
Ny Le \ ¢ ° :' Boundaries. state . . . b4+




Yards (0Q0
Metres 100

_-m-l
| 5 b

°
S o
NS
R O
m8
8~
g 2
5
™~

74 75 78

78

72

71
Second GSGS Edition (AMS 2), 1943.

First GSGS Edition (AMS 1), 1941.




99 600

8 Miles

10 I 12 13 Kilometres
A

o]

Reproduced under the direction of the Chie
U. S. Army, Washington, D. C., 1944 from G
Second Edition 1943 Kodalines.

Lergitudes are based on the meridian of Al




province . R TIT REE SPRP SO S
Canal ... .. . . e
Aqueducts. over and underground ————e . ST
Welis, perennisi. non-perennial .
Marsh snd Swamp
Church, Chapel, Cemetery
Names of physical festures
Trigonometrical points . .
Meights in metres
Cliffs ...
Embankment or Dyke
Woods

Contours at 50 meires intervai

ADJOINING SHEETS

G.8.G§. 4184

AREA REVISED
FROM AR PHOTOS @ AUTHORIT/E.S
Copied from Carta Topografica

1/100,000 Sheet 158. 1933.

1125.000 Sheets Iv S.E., | S.W., | S.E.

W NE, I NW., NE., S

Instituto Geografico Militare
Partially revised for communications, 1943

Reproduced under the direction of the Chief of Engineers by the Army Map Service,

U.S. Army, Washington, D. C.. 1944 from GSGS L' ' I ORIA
Second Edition 1943 Kodalines. ARMY MAP SERVICE. U S ARMY. WASHINGTON,D. C.. | 13496

4 " N4120-E1227/20x30

itudes are based on the meridian of Rome, which /s 12°27°7./ “Fase of Greerwrch.



il

Be nbelli=cnee 2ep

1‘11

In tho cvenins

to stroag “"wv"*r deie

20 Zobruory,

nses,
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importat role

ovthoast of

rv played on
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tor bomvers were l.9a actig‘“ Kl Fal
Tangor Divisisn ™o amn Corii: ‘,

5 [

firc, tho onomy rop.tedly abincked o ferrie)
29~ﬂ1 Panzer Gronndicor Uivision, and v t. it a
o position somc 2 Im ::orth:ros*s of Torre oli (r o
Thoro, a Cerrman counmborattasl, durin tho carly mornin. ho
roghined tho *o:“norl‘f hell positions ot tho Fosso dulle 7o
S Kmwest of Torro di Poinlionce,

’ At 0430, I s v sci
Piadarctto, 2 'm norti: of Yorre di A1 'fllD G, Clo Car
(F940309), “eavy duferso fire fro . “he onomy ghodpsd to 4
at 1730, after tho onoumy lines hal M. .n sudbjectod to o
and 'v"lgntor bomber attaecl:, ancthor atbask ws att

ciller:r
cmpted, but duo
noc be roacihed,

werire

{ire destroyed cunomy infaatry
th ¢ snzio harhor, dise
and sudply donots,
i the destruction

1-durding
vhich is to -

‘the 6th -.rmoved Tnfa: try

.
CIxC

: _“cuor"-xg to relinnle ourc/u
Negimont let Lrmorcd ')1v1u10¢1 \Du),' wit, atitach.ud Lails, is in
tho sector of the 1571:“ Infantry Degimoat One o2 the bostalions
of the 6th Regiment is eaploved wost of the dprillia~ilottuno Highwav
and two battalions east of it, The Command ling Officer oif tho
lst ingts Shropehito Li ht Infantr is Lt Col, Corcla s3, oand tho
Co: )Ila:iul,‘l' OfTicer of 8 Commanv 1lst Kingts Shropsuire Li;gh‘b Infantry
is Injor ‘liasa Dby I Jor Droocl cormpnds Compeaiy C ls London Irish
ﬂiflOS. ‘

on 19 Pc,'brua"v tho o-m:rf sw 2plicd his surrou 'ded troops, ot
Cl. Buon iposo, by 2dire  Lir recon _':'ssc.:toc roports o.mw cetive
Gisembariation in the «nzio=icttunc horoor,
Ce Stotistics

. Sy il s - . .

Gormon lo sos (less 1lih Jhgor Division an’ 15th llotorizod
Gronadler Leginumb): 61 dond, 211 woundoed, anl 3 mi-sing,
Total lossos ‘rom 16 Lo 20 Pobruary 1544 (2 ad, wounled, and missing)
5,389 men,

£11iol lossod: 72 Trisonors (83 Iritinh, © Amoricons) and 1
tank “ut out of comissiol_.
secordin - to prisoner of war roports, the cuomy lost many hoavy
infontiry weanons
! LVIVT, 21 D NTULTD 1944
A Onerotions Nopor

fire

re-
and toank



bo cmployed in the Spaceasmssi sortor (P 917330) for o f.msive
opcrations, was rolivved, at 1200, by the 3027 T: abry Mivision.
tho Combat Tonm "rorCorvin" consisting of: - st B-tielion 24
Cangor Gromdier Negiment ”Tormnnr Gorinﬁ“' 2d Battalion 1lst
fenzor Grenadior R,gimont "lormonn Goring® and Jangor Rosone
noissanco Bottalion "Fermann Goring" ms a saehod to the 71i5th

Infontry Pivision,.

a
1

o
1L

)

.'-JO

}.

ci-

i ¢: [isptst, the dostruction of oneny pocit ons o
Cle Puon Liiposo (F 859310) brrtho nornin- of 22 Fobruary, Scdon
the Imoedinte rolicf of the foreés ol the 3¢ Panzer Groumedicr
Division west of the iprillia-iivbtuno highwey, by the I Yarcchute

mn

Corp., forc the mor:ing of 25th Fobruary, the od Venzer CGronolier

Division will reliove tioc 26th Pangor u¢v“smon ond parts of thc w.sbern o

£los of the 29%h Panzer Gr nedicr Bivision, The 26th _

Janger Division will e shifted to the arca norbth of Cle Tro
Spaceassi (F 917330), boforo dawnm 'of 206 Pevruary, Third, the

sC¢i-urc of the Colle dol Pozzo, 2 Km wost of Sle Sarano (F uf0399),
by tho westorn flank of thu $62d Infartry Ditision oto s 24 Fobruary,

Bse Intollizenco Revors

ek e e o r—— L

- (]
0

The 1lst Battalion 504th rrachute 2.ginont (US) is emplo-red
in tho soctor Fosso Formal dol Bovg wests of Collo del Pozzo,.
mierican infantry 1s on tho right flank; on the loft arc adeibional
naratroopers,

e [J'

*

Inercased novel ocotiviby v obsorved in the harbor of anzio-
ticttuno, JAerial recommaissonce ronori inéicat; the prescnes of -
6 merehant ships approximnte tonmarsc: 10,00 to 15,00 toas cach,
2 medium transports, one cruiser, and 7 desurojeﬁ

C. Statistics

e e——— e A —

3

German losses: 85 killed, 230 wounded, and & missin-,
Allied losces: 4 tanks destroyed, 1 tan: rendered imobile,
1 radio station cantirred, :

A, Operations leport

The attack to destrov the enemyr pocket at Cle Ducn liposo
(F 889310), did not succeed, Under a heavy enemy barrage, thoe
troops had to fight in difficult terrain with ‘eevp ravines, Ud
to the nresent, 150 prisoncrs have been brought in.

In the noraing, and again 1r he afsernoon, Sy
Division attacked Lle Biadavetio, 2 Im north of
(F 921232), and the €le Carano nills (F 940309),
the enemy's delisive fire, these attaclis werc halt
their objectives, "

It 1900, the 3d Panzer Crenadier Livisisn tool ove *he
sector furmerly occudied by tiz 26th “anzer Division  The 67th

Panger Grenacdle legiment ol the 26th ‘anzer Division, was atbached
to the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division,



To comnlete its mission sucessfully, the Fourteenth army
request the Commander in Chief Southwest to strength it with .
one complebe divisign ready for combab service, possible a ouns
tain divisicn for greater mobility in vwooded areas; one heavy mortar
and onc medium howitzer batitalion éne enginier assault battalion;
and additional portable radio sots, of which tle Army has a shori-
age of 463, .

Yle intend to shorten the main linc of resistance on the east
£land of the LXVI Panzer Corps by seizing the Biadarctto and Carano
hills, as well as to destroy, as quickly as possible, all enemy
units still in the area Cle Buon Liposor (F 859319), in order to
relieve units of the 3d Panzer Crenadier Division in tho area wost
of tho highway, ' ’ ’ : .

Aftepy - the 3d Panzor “renadier Divisiorn has taken over
presont soctor of the 26th Pancer Division and parts of the
western lank o the 29th Pongzer Grenmadior Division, it will be
attachod to the I Parachute Corvs, hon fichting has ceasod, in .
tho areg of Ble Biadarctto, the romaining units of the 715‘(:?1
Infantry Division will be withdrawn in order to take over Emr '
seotor of two ‘batbalions on.the castern flank of the 3824 Infantry
Divisions A4ll forcos cormibtbted south of that arcva ~rill bo attached
to the 7150h Division, ‘ :

On or about 26 February the Army plans a breakthroush to the
Mussolini CGanal, from the ncorth, crossing o general line from Pte
della Crocetta (F 9B0296) to Isoln Bella (G 006294). “mits to
particinate in thic atbeck will be: 3624 Infantry Division,
Panzer Division "Nerman Goring", and the 26th Panzer Division, *
The attack will be made {rom the west flank of the 362¢ Infantry
Division. If thi: action meess with sucess, the Army intends to
push on to the lower Spoccasassi ereek (F 9229 to F 992253) . The .

-two battalions of the 15th Pinzer Zrenadier Division (otrmagked

for the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division) which are at oresent in : 1

trapsit will be held initially as Army reserve in the area west

of Velletri, After the 29tk Panzer Grenadicr Division has veen

withdravm from its present iront sector, it 7ill be used either

for the atback against Fosso di Spaccasassi and to roll up the

enemy lines soubthwest of Cisterma (G 0232) from the westy or to

make a surprise attack from north of the area of Borgo Podgora

(G 045240) agrinst the enemy units fighting in the area of '

Isola Bella, N
Bxperience has shown that the enemy reacts very quickly to

& regrouping of our forcess It is, therefors, imderative that N

the regrouping be concealed, and it is of perticular importance R

that the enemy be engaged along the entire line by continuwous raids,

These raids will have the secondary purnose of improving the local #

front, 3y means of all types of deceptive measures, the onenmy

must be misled as to the actual assembly arca of the zssault )

divisions. To oid this decepbion further, the I Parachute Corps

will crect dummy tanks in the arcs around Ardea (F 787350) o

by order of Hitlor, tank assaults in small groups will bo
made prior “o the atback from and south of thé aren of Borgo
Padgora in the .direction off the Hussolini Canal, The tanks of the
Panzer Division “Hermamn Gering", uscd for this purposo, will
return to thoir division shortly beforec the itback begins.

The objective of this attack 1 to push back the beachhead
in the scetor of the LXXVI Panzer Corps townrd the general line
from Fosso di Leschione (F 885300 to F 917289) to Fosso di Spoecosassi
up vo the point wher: it joins the Mussolini Canal, 14,5 Xm west of
“orgo Podgorn, \ '




Y

at Cls Luon Riposo (F 85

By Int‘efligence Report

Zd Company Tth Queens (169th Brigade, 56th Infantry Division)

(Br) located in Fosso della Bottaccia, 1 Xm northwest of Fta Campo
di Carne (F 862284) has been identicfied by 186 prisoners of war,
Presence of the entire Brigade is confirmed by captured documents,
1st Battalion Irish Guards 24th Brigade, is located 150 meters
southeast of Punboni, 1 Em northwest of Cantoniera (F 863282),
During the night of 21 to 22, February, the lst Irish Suards comé
from south of Camno 'di Carne to this new area, and relieved an
nnidentified smerican unit, Throe days Lefore the 3d Company
rcc» ived 30 roplacemerrtu from ‘suaplv troops of the Rattaliong

. lsgt Compan/, reduced to 38 men, was absorved by the 3d Comdony,
‘ho lst Sco’cs Guards and the 5bh Gromadicr Guards 24th Brigade
viare coumitted in the nign‘b of 21 to 22 .’?obruary according to
pr isorers of wnr, - :

Reliable somrqos renort the enemy expects an impending attook
near: Campo di Carnc and to the sost 4 -

C, Statistics

German losdos: 86 Killed, 252 wounded, and 84 missing,

Allicd losses: 265 prisoners (75 from Clc Buon Mlposo),

-5 tanks destroyed, 1 solf propelled antitanik gun destroyed (75 mm),
‘and 2 tonks but out of commission, Captured material: 1 fmtiio.nk .

gun (50rm), 11 machine guns, 1 mor’car, 1 antitank rifle, oand 1
bazook“ ‘

XXX, 23 FS'RUART 1244

As Opec ra tions xeport . N

)

» After briefl ar‘cnléry prepPara tory firc, the §5th Infantry
Division renowed its attack at 0530, g'u.nst tac cpeircled oncmy
853510) , wupaor'ceu by sclfepropelled guns,
we. succoeaed 1n pnnctmt ng the enemy's difernsive sy*‘tem,,and
¢ Buon Riposos ith the exception of
cnemv ¥ *zmunbs we cleared out the valley., Two encmy rolisf

attaoks, in battalion strengbh {ron thy routh, were repulscd

%

aftor he vy fighting. Our srtiller 54 shelled infaw.trj and artillery
targoets, and au‘gpe*ftcd She attack c‘n Clo’ Buon iiposo vith blocking
firc towards thoe south,

o 23 Fe bmo.ry, the 725th “ronmndier

. Juring thoe nizht or 22 %

Regimont 715%h Irfartry Division, vas rolibved by the 2 Battalion
1028th Pangor Gremadior Rogimont, and transferced to Fosso Prosciano,
4 Xm northeast of Camnolion (P 860406) as rossyvoes Combot Team
"Von Corvin", which 23d boen atteshod to the 715th Infant

Divisiop on 21 Fobruary, was now placed undor ttho c-”mand of the
114bh Jager Division, At 1200, the 3624 In“antry Divigion wmas
attached to the IXXVI Panzor Corps,

B, Intcllirenco Report,

According to prisoners, the 509th Papachute Battalion (US)
is now locatcdl.5 Km north of the Colle del Pozgo (2 Km wost of

6=

ins

b



Clc Carano F 9540309). The Battalion is attachod to the 3d Infontry
Division (US). On its right is the 7th Infantry Regiment 334 Ine
fanbry Division; on its lcft, the 180th Infantry Rogiment of the
43th Infantry Division (US).

According’to interrogation of prisoners of war and capturod
document s, the 167th Infantry Friggde and the 169th Infﬂntrv
Brigade landel on 11 hﬂd 19 February respectively, -

For the past woek, tho boundary between the Inglish and Ameriex:
suctors ran along the Apriliia-Anzio Highvmy. Reliable sources repor
that tho Nloyal Seot Greys urmored Bott:olion is in the arca cast of
the highway, :

Counterattacks from the arca southvest of Aprillia (F 875333),
strongly supvnorted by armor, arc to bo cxpected, Reliable sources
rceport that vart of the cnomv armorcd forces arc assemblced in this
areca, '

Co . Stoatistics

Gormor. losscs (less 3d Panzor Grenadicr Division, 9th and
1027th Panzor Gremadier Rogimont): 33 killed, 184 wounded, anc
8 missing, ' '

Allicd lossos: 402 prisoners {(majerity from 24 Battalion
157th Inf “rtry'”oglmu t, and 24 Colpnuv'Ttn Quaor 1ts ovm), and 1
tank put out of conm1531on. .

.

7xxI. 24 FERUARY 1944

A, Operations Deport

.

Reconnnissonee and eombet patrols wer: conducted by both
sides during the veriocd, In the scotor of the I Parachute Corps,
an encmr'attac' An company stren gth and a tank asstuls wors ro-
pclled, The pocket of Clc Buon Ki oso (F 859310) was clearcd,
with the oxcoption of a few dispersed Allied troops. At 2030,
the 10th ond 11th Parachute Rogiments hogan ax cttack to
stroighten the main linc of resistance at the boundary of the
4th Parachute Division and the 6Lth Infantry Divisien,

Tho 3d Prnzer urudﬂdlcr Dlv131on will be attached to the I
Paraciute Corps ot no~n on 25 February 19443 the Infantry Demon-
stration Rogincut, 998th hoav Artillery Bottnlion, 10th Company
Lrtillery Dunonstration Reginment, and onc Company of the 825 t
fcavy antitank Bottalion (Hornets) are attached to this division.
The now boundery linc of the I Parachute Corps and the LXVI
Panger Corps is: Stazionc di Compoleone (F 877385) - Aprilia
(F 875353) = Clc 1"0vilc, 1 im cast of Cantonicra (F 862282).
Tenth Army will supply the 54 Parzer Gromadicr Division with

n

ten arnorsd persorncl carricrs for the ovacuation of wounded,

‘ Onc company of the 6534 Antifgnk “nttalion (Fordinand tanks)
will bo attachod to the LXXVI Panzor Corps, The 3d Battalion of
the let Parachutc Tegiment vroylously cormittod in thoe scetor of
tho Panzer Uivision "lormann Goring", will roturn to tho 1lst
Parachute Division (Tonth Lrmy). ,th Prrachute Domonstration

w57~
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bo attachced to the 4th Parcehuto Divisien, - S

' : wo
. Battalion, up to now writh Panzer Division "Horrmann Goring" :will

B. Intelligence Rosport

‘ Apcording to prisoror of war statomonts the 6th Choshire of
tho 56th Infantry Livision (Br) landed on 16 Pojruary, It consists
of four companics and one Ioadquartors Comparny, Ench coupaiy is
equipped with 12 hoavy machine guns. Lt Col Birch is tho Cormonce

ing 0fficer of tho battalion, , "

Heavy troffic on Highwmy 82 (F 780300 to F 922289% indiccloes
further regroupings, 1t is probeble, thé%t olements of the 1st
Infatry Division (%r), which aro being kopt in reserve, will be
cormiittod to felicve the weakor scotors of the , 45th Infontry -
Division (US), : i -

Ce 5Sbatistics
AR A

Gormon losses (less 3d Pansor_Gronadier Division and 715th
Infontry Division):. 91 killod, 343 wourded, and 55 missing.

L

.

Losscs of Fourbconmtl Army from 16 1o 22 Fobrury 1944
(ircluding moteriel turned in for ropair)s 450 submachine guns,
430 light machine zuns 93 hoavy machinc guns, 6' light mortars,
56 mcdium morters, 1 heavy mortar, 2 light infanbry guns, 12
light antitonk guns, 13 licht fiold Howitzors (12 salwagabls),

7 hoovy ficld howitzors (7 salvagable), 3 guns 10 cm (3 salvag-
able), 1 light gun, 6 guns 7.5 cm, 1 howitzop 22 em, 5 antinircraft
guns 2 cm (2salvegable), 5 rocket lounchers 15 ori, and 10 rocket
launchers 21 cm, '

- 41licd lossoss 50 nrisoners {this .skcs a total of 650
prisoncrs, taken in tho pockot of Clc Buon Riposo) and 2 tanks

-put out of cormissiong

=68



Ae Opcrations Renort

During the night, the 4th Parachutec Division and 65th Infantry
Bivision succccded in »ushing the main line of resistanco forward,
despite heavy onomy art 1Tlory and mortar fire, This attack was,pari
of the operation to stralguucn the lino,

A

. late in the evening, the cnemy attackod the sector of the
65th Infantry Division at tho Michcl Gorge (F 828315 to ¥ 845308),
and 1 Km northwest of Captonicra (¥ 863282).. it both points the
attack was madc undor support of hoavy artillery fipc, but was
stopped by the coordinated fire of our artillory. Io major
oporations, cxeept raids,-took place in the scetor of the LXXVI
Panzer Corps, ‘ '

Tho follOJi ng is'an order for 2 now attack against the beach-
i .
i'lOtld: . .

On'28 February, the srmy will rosume its atboul against
the beaehhcad, The LIXVI Ponzer Corps will attack at 04003
in the scetor of the 362d Infambry Division She attack will
begin at ©5645. The objeetive is to drive tic onony into:
the sca, To achicve survrisc, doccption and scercey ore
noramountt o

The T Parachute Corps is to feign preparctions for an
impending larzo-scalc pbtack in its scetor, s woll as o °
increasc activity by assault detachmonts, during the night of -

27 Fobruary to 28 February,  Roving guns are to be onnloyed in the
arca of ‘rdea - (F 787350) to olﬂUl&tO t:c concontration of a

now artillery group, The crriwval of strong, motorized forces

in tho arca of irdea is to be simulated durlng tho 26th, 27th,

and in the night of 27 to 28 Februnry., For this parooso

combat vehicles of the 3d Paunzer Gremadier Division will bo .
used, Individual vchicl.s will be ordered to blink their

lights while roving up, durin: the night, but this rmst not

be done in a cl1nsy'way; In the evening; of 27 February, an .
attack to scize Hills 78 and 79, 1 Im norbh of ita, Compo

di Carno (F 862284), is to be oxccuted,

The LZXVI Panzor Corps is to simulatc an inpending strong -
atback in the dircction of the Iussolini Canal, by tain: sup~
portcd raids and the usc of roving guns, thesc opergtions will
not be oxtonded farther than Borgo Piave (G 053203),

In the scetor vhere the actunl atback is plomned, rﬂldlng .
and scouting will be carricd out in usual strongbth only. No %
units, othor than thosc at presont oemployed in these scctors,
w2ll be iscd in thesc operations. 3Seouting or raiding by
robile units is prehibiteds During the atback, it will be
inportant thoet bridge-hoads are cstablish on the south bank
of the uustur“ creciks Thesc brigohonds will scrve as bases for
furthor attacks,

The oneny foroos ronaining on -obh flanks of our .isseoult

Group “ust bo wined out in a frombal attnaclk by the rascrves of
the Lrmy Group, )

9. ' .
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Tre Air Force is requested to provide air-ground support
Jor our attacking forces, and to chase off enem arblllery

observation olanes, especially on 28 February

The 65th Infantrv D1v1sion reported that as a result of :recent
action: the conditions of its infantry is such that only an im=-
mediate relief cen nrevent complete exhauston, The combat strength
on 23 Pebruary wos: 38 officers,” 81 noncommissioned officers, and
559 enlisted men, This number inoludes two regimertal staffs, and
some regimental units, Nearly all compstent Aoncommiss;oneq.ozfioers
and specialisbs wore lost during recent acticns, The Division will
receive 400 to S00 men as rvplacometts (surﬂlug persornsl of the
5624 nfuntry'D¢V1slon). Fourteenth Army suggests that according
to development of the gltuat+on single battalions be withdrawn Tor
ten to fourteen days, as the current situation does not vmrrant the
withdrawal of en’clre divisions,

it 1200 hours, the 715th Infantry Divisisn took over, the sector
of the 362d Infantry Division which was withdrawn for th: com..g
offensive, The divisions designated for tho attack on 28 February
arc alrerdy in their rospective assembly areas, Ths 1lst and 24
Battalion of the 115th Ponzer Grenadier Regimont arrived in the
aree. of Cori (G 095330), Those two battalisns were part of the
15th Panzer Greradior Division (Tenth Army), and arc. now attached
to the Fourteenth .irmy as resecrve,

Be Intelligence loport

During the lost days tne enemy attemptod to regroup his dis-
organized units, It vms ostanlished that amorican unibs werc re-
lioved by the 5C8th and lsU infantry Division (“r), which. now hold
the line extendine from the coast to the oastern side of the Aprillia-
Anzio Highway. Adjoiring is tho 48th Infantry Division (US), with
a front linc extending to the arca of Cle Carno (F 9240309), On tho
lattor rlb_t flark is the 3d Infantry Division (US). Rogrouping
and movzng vp of replacceronts continued, The main defunsive centers
are still on beti sides of Fba, Campo di Carnc (F 362284),

Ce oStatistics

Gorman losses: (Less 65th Infontry Division) 18 killed, 81
wounded, and 9 missing,

"Alliocd lossoss 46 priscnorse

XXITI, 26 FOEUARY 1044 4
e. Oporctionsgsh enort
Last night, an enemy'attock in company strenzgth supnor ted by

artillery and mortar fire, succcedod - emno”arle in peretrating the
moin line of resistance, in tho soctor of the 4th Parachute Division,
Our immcdiate connterattack reostablished the main linc of rosiste
arce and releived one platoon of the 10th Parachube Rer-iment, which
had been oncircled, Excopt for reciprocal combat patrols, the othor
sectors were Quic - : » y

A% 1200, the 755%h Grenndier Regiment of tho 715*h ortr zed
nfoatry Division took over the soctor of Croup "Heidgurcok", of
tio Panzer Rogimont of the Panger Division "Hermonn Goring",

The Fourbuonth Army High Cormand ordéred that in the coming
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atiack, in addition Yo provious plons, a tank group 1s to. ovsh for=
word on the highway Staccasassi (P 917330) - Ponto delln Crocobta
(F 9502974 1In this operation it is imperative that Carano (F 94030&)
bo selzed, during “he first night, by & surprisc raid, The main
lin: of ros;stancc at tho sou%ncrn flonk of the LXXVI Panzor Corps
is to bo pushed forwmrd, during tho night 26 to 27 vobruarv, at
lonst as far as the pT03VT+ linc of our combat outposts, From this
line, assault-dctachments ;- supported by asstult guns or tanks, will
aruss forward townrd the Mussoliri Canal, Thosc assaults are Lo be
rmode on as brond & front os possible, &ho line of combat ousposts
wiil bo advanced to tho iussolini Canal, or at lecst as closc os
ossirle to the conmnl, '

Bs Intelligonce Noport

The ist Battolion 157th Infanbtry Regimont of the 45th Infantry
Divigion (US) wms confirmed to bec in Lab arca of the Loschione
bridgo, 1 im wost of Cle Tre di Padiglione (F 921239)

)

German losses: 53 kill

..:
Q..
-
fox}

BRr]
LX)
tl

rounded, and 32 missing.

Allied losses: 19 prisonors.

IIVe 27 FI

A, Oporatio

'.a

Report

Yo activity took place nn éiﬁhor sido, oxcopt rcconnaissance
and assoult detachmont operations, "he onomy cﬂrr d out rocone
naissance and combat notrols ava:nut the scctor held by the 715th
Infantry Division, Foursccath on emy arbi llory batterics were locoted
by ruconnfissences Ilost of them arc in the wostorn suchor,

The date for the intonded atiack is changed from 28 5o 29 Fobm
ruary, The plons romain unchangod. Boginning the night of 27 to
28 Fcebruary, the 29th fanzor Gronndier Division will be withdravm
from the front, and concontrated in the ares Lonuvio~Conzano=~alomba,
Thesoe POV“mO”to ar¢ to be completod before davm 1 inrch. The 146th
Greradior Ruziment, u%lch is arriving from the Cassino CAron, will
take over tho soctor of tho 29%h Panzer Gr.nodicr Divisione Eloments
of th: 129th Rocomnnissanco Battalion (motorized), one light
artillery batbtalion, and olomeonts of the 525th iAntitant Battalion
("Tornets") will romain in this scetor,

Be Iinteclligonce Roport “

Company A 2d Battalion Sth Jucons (169th Brigad: 56th British
infantry tivision) is in th. arca of ildchcle Gorge (P 828315 -
F £45308), nccording to prisoncr of wir intorrogations.

-

German losscds 44 killed, 177 woundod, 15 nissing,

411icd losses: 38 prisoners, 1 tonk destroved by mine,
and scveral machine guns and small arms werc capburcd

-7l



XTIV, .28 FIZRTARY 1944

L. Operations “eport

Following up the attack by the 65th_Infantfy'DiviSion on 25
February, the left flank of the 4th Paraciute Division pushed forward
at the eastern end of the liichele Gorce (I 828315 to i 845308). in
a sudden raid in the mornin:, the 65th Infantry Division took the
group of ruined houses 1 m southwest Cle Puon Riposo (F 859310},
Sinmultaneuusly, a second attacking group advanced in the Campo di
Carne gorze, south of Cle Puon Riposo, to a line even with the first
attack forde, Inemy counterat-acks on the group of hoyses were
stopped by artillery fire, Tn addition, our artillery silemced -
five enemy batteries, Txplosions were observed at four targets,

4% 2000, the I Parachute Corps took over the sec ior of the 146th
frenadier Regiment; two artillery batbalions of the 29th Panzér
Grenadier Division were writhdrawn,

Fourtzenth «rmy ordered the 29th Pan,er Grenadier Division to
make o rond reconnaissance on 29 Fobruary, for a possible attack at
daybreak 1 llarch, the objoctive of which would be to occupy the
Astura scchor, between the road Borgo Podgora (G 045240) = Borgo
Ilontello (F 976238) and the coast, This docs not interfere with
the original plan %o enploy the Division at the cember of the
LXXVI Panzer Corps attack, : ,

The Commanding General Fourteenth Army made the following re-
port to the Commander in Chief Southwost:

"The divisions and regiments with little combat oxpericnce
or insufficicnt troining are not suited forr difficult offensive
operations, The 65th Infantry Division, 114th Jager Division, and the
715%h iorotized Infantry Division suffercd hoavy losses, liost casual-
ties arc inflicted by onomy artillery firc. Shell fragments are
rocs»onsible for 75 nercont of all wounds, thile 10 t6 15 percurt of
the casualtics have been caused by exncmy air attacks, The fact that
duc o insufficient training, the mon do not know how to handle
themselves properly in battlo, has -increas:d our casualtics, tue
planning for atbacks, the redeoployment of troops, and the offonsive
operations now ta’c longer. dut o heavy losses aroiny officors and
‘noncommissioned Officers”, '

B./-Intolligoncc Lieport

Aezording to prisormers of war, thc lst Bebtiglion 180th Infonmtry
Regimont of the 45th Infartry Division (US) is located ot the north-
castern cdge of the Vallicelle frandi woecds, On its left is the
179th Infantry Regimont, The lst Duke of 7ollington Regement and
24 Forestors Regiment arc cmpolyed in the front linc, whilc the
1st King!s ohropshire Light Infantry Regiment is in a rescrve
position, Replaccments from iaples inereascd the strongth of the
companies to 150 nion, ‘

Tho onemy sceoms to have transferrcd his attention from the
Aprilla scetor to the Cistorno-Littoria scebor

Ce Statistics

Corman lossess Less 1l4th Jagor Division and the 362d

Infantry Division) 37 Xilled, 11€ wounded, and 18 missing.

Allicd lossod; 135 prisoncrs (130 British, 5 Americans), and 2
tarizs put out of commission,




XVI, 29 FEIRU/RY 1944

Qe . Operations Report

«t 0400, the LXIVI Panzer Corps sbarted the new attack against
the beﬂohheau with the 114th Jager Division, 362d Infantry Division,
26th Panzer Division, and the Panzer Division "Hermamn CGoring",

The enemy had bcen pinned down and confused as to our in=
tentions by I Parachute Corps" raids and local &tbtacks o long the
entire fromt, Over one nundred prisoners were taken during these
operations,

It was difficult to bring up the units of the LXXVI Panzer

Corps to their initial positions, dut to mud from the continuous
rains, Tho attacks of the divisions, especinlly the 3624 Infantry
Division and 26th Panzer Division, wore "hanpered as thoeir troops.
wore exhausted from marching in the mud, The atiack wus linited
to local penctrations of the cnemy's main linc of resisbance,
because the defensc area was stubbornly defended and stroengthened
by mines and barbed wirce ont nhlomonts. The omploymont of taunks
by the 362d TInfantry Division was not possible, os the ground
conditions worc unfavorable, The 26th Panzer Division was unmable
to omploy its tanks fully, bocsusc the “onto Rotio bridge (F 997314)

he.d boen destroyed,

Several attocks of the $62d Infauntry Division against the
Cle del Pozzo, 2 Km east of Cle Carano (F540309), were unsuccess=
ful in spite of a concentration of all forces, naids by the 741lst
Jager Regiment of the 114th Jager Division wiped out tiwo strong-
poinbs in the area west of Torre di Padiglionc (F 921259), and
brought back 1C prisopers. Scveral attaclks on Cle Carano (F 940309)
wore repulsed by strong defensive fire, Gix tanks were lost
during these attacks,

The riz nt fland of the 26th Panzor Division, after crossing
its ovm main linc of rousistance, w:ic stopled by strons o cmy
rosistance with very high losses. The 9th Panzor Grenadier

Negiment on tho left flark, attacked along the road running
southwest from Poute Rotto, 4iftor cloaring mine ficlds on both
sides o the road, it advanced and capbured tho orossroads, 1 Km
sovthwest of Zomite Zotte at 1230, Supported by tanks, it made
several atiompts to capbure Hill 77, 1.5 Km west of Ponte Rotto,
suffering heavy losses in officers and barks; it was unsuccessful,
The attack to soize the adjacent Rubbia Holghts was halted by heavy
fire,

Units of th. Panzor Division "Hormann Goring" reached tho

line, 300 metors southoast of Isola Bella (G 006294), to S,
ulborto (1 ¥m southoast of Isola Bella), to bonchmark 43 1,5 Kn
southeast of Isola Bella, The right flank of tiie Division made
little prosross duc Yo sbrons cnemy resistance, At 1200, scveral
sanks reachced the north edre of <sola Bella,

The 715tk Infarsry Division se ;L assault troops to take the
crossings ovor the Fosso di V"stcrnm «0 Em north of Borgo Podgora
(G 04524C), and tho lussolini Canmal, 1 Im north of Rorgo Podgora,
Thesc assaults met strong cneny ru81StWPGu’ and did not reach their
desired objeetivess Puring the cvoning, the cnemy pushed back our
advarced positidns to the old linc of rcsistarco atb tha left flonk
of tho Divisiocn,
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grt, tho soctor of tic I Parachuto Corps had
od by cncur artillery fire, vhich hod inercoscd

i.cu togane  wpparently, the cneny bolicved our moin
of'f "t s going to be in this arca., Our doeeption anpearcd £6
have beon suscessful, Tlowevor, orany ertillory was rozrouped
during the day, aftor wiich concembrated fire wms laid in front

of our ﬂtcaeklng forcos,.:

Fire from oll of our ;r+1llerv positions, suppoited br anbi-
airerafs and rocket. firc at the noimbs of main of fort, wns dirccted
at cnomy strongholds, pockots of rosistance ¢, ané¢ fluniz positions.
“Lr rtlllery subdvctoc the oneny's su2ply lines, as **o=y and

lomc1ng aron, mainly in tho scctor of Casale Camnonorto (F 941270)

~d Le Ferricrc (F 960°42) %o harassing fire throughout the cntire
deye Our countcrbattery firo was suCuossful in neatralizing the
cuenyts artillery, The cuomy's roar arca was subjocted to *ow*"“*

shelling with all cvailablde long-rq@nge cuns, Several dircct hits
cn ships werc observed, Cre ship was sunk in tho harbor omtra oo

GO .nzo,

Yo aim to prevent the onony from transforriag troops from thc
front of the I Parachuto Corps, SGreng raids willbo =mode on this
fromt., It is also nocossary th't the LIIVI Panzor Corps cstablish
OLZ OF mOTy srlzgeneads cross the Lsbura as soon as possible,
Combat teams supnorsad DJ tarks cill maltc the atback, The 29th
Panger Grenadisr Division is srensforrod %o tﬁ,Lf”VI Ponzor Corps
for cuployment on sho cast flank of the otboo g Torces

Geyrmon Lrblllery BRaployed on the Beachiond

sumber of risces ¢ Typuy of sapon s+ Colibor
151 f Hewitzer P 1045 en
61 ' Howitzor P15 em
4 P furs P10 om
8 Polight zuns P 7.0 en
12 ' guns (RQussian P 7.52 en
18 ' guns P17 enm
12 P loawy howitzors (Italinn) ¢
20 ' Coepturcd ciom- cuns :
3 : TO“itzurs : 21 on
9 : Fowitzor (Froneh : 22 cu
2 : rallWﬂy guns : 21 om

51 ¢ rocket projochors ¢ 15 cm
7 s 39 ... botteries : 8, cn

wnition cupoaditurs was 56,500 rounds
whils the German artiller am unision consumation J“S 1,183 Joas,

ST FC R, DRI J LR
ol wrhich -the

wmber o rounds Wore wxpended v the

wrot.pons indicatods Iicckeh projoctors (15 o m) 817 rounds, rocket
projsctors (21 em) 144 rouris, guns (17 -\ 600 rounds, and roil-
vy guns (21 en) 12 rounds. .

»

Be ILitcllipezoo Ponort

-

Jnoikyy Imformcsion:  Lzoor prigonor of war rcoorts,
npany L, 3¢ Bottolion 75 I:}f:.'-ﬁc;y cogiront o the 3a Imfantry

’1

\J

Division (JQ‘ s in the ared sou cn.;cs+ of Jolls dcl Pozzo 2 Kn
west of Clo Tornne (T 940309),

Ce Statistics

Gorman losscs (mir r 1
425 rounded, and 262 missing., w«lliicd losses: 180 pris
cirnlancs
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ZEVIT, 1 IURCE 1ga4

ie Operations Hepord

Operation s, to horass the enemy by raids along the ontire

L

front of-the I Parachute Corps, wove combimved, fier tho eneny
receivod reinforcemernts, he arJ:a ed nll iﬁm'o‘ﬁ:at scetors of the

LiZVI Ponzer uorps. The Corps w.s forced to give up port of the

cround gained the previous day,

Lt daybroak,

thie enemyv made an

ttack on the 362ud Inf ntry

Division, in the course of.

vhich he r»eached

tho Fosso di Jarano

(7 9403%\ and seized Hill 83, 800 moters ::orthwcst of Coll: del
Pozzo (F964312), Vi reseined the height in 2 count I""'LJ"‘CLL.. o
encriy aszsault at the Celle del Pozzo wgs ho lucd by our ortillory
fire Tho encmy forced the 26th Poanzer w.’ls:.on to withwraw from
the dubhis Teods (98"513), which wo had tulen in the morning,
Duc to eiemy abtacks and heavy casun 1ties, the Ponger Division
"lormon Goring" lost the ground ghinmed 'lmu_day boforéd,

The following order from iarshel lesselring was receiveds

Todayls (29 February) succcsses did n-t meet our
expectations, despite the foet that we hadrachiovsd sur-
rise, that cnewmy crtillery firc wos ligat, and his u.ir

ralds delayved,

Lgain and again, I have noticed an cvc*os"ﬁ:m“ce of
the enem;". This hos resulssd in loc
by both officers cnd mone Vo ore all &T.’f.‘.’C Jh a2 bl ime
faor’ze.zlco o This abbaclz is not oily confinod to this
ciicatre of . :_O'TQ"J‘O“, wo will suvecued, only if offi-

cors a s *"o"”wew solf‘ coxfidenco as in
oldex days, J..lspu'cg =y on Impetuous vrge to atiacl,

Tt iz necessapy to ksep »u »ushins formard oven if
adjccent troops mvu_bﬂ n uuo*)pod, ani eonomy strongpeints
nove to be bypasscd. Jo must coumtimuc cttempting te os‘:“\
Ppilisk bridgehcads atross She lusselini Canal dnd thc Lstura
Croolk,"”

The Uommanding Genoral of tho Fourtcomth Lrar rovorted %o

She Comander in Chiel -outhwest that the failure, of thuprovious
day, war mainly duc to the defizicncios emmorstoel on 27 February,
V"l«:h arc: insulficiexnt traihing o “roops, and youur rcplacemoats,

10 oare w0t qualifiod to meut the Lllied troovs in battle., Due to
this, the wrmy will be vaable Lo wipe cub +sic ‘bonchhond with the
Sroops on hand, The tactics which have boen crmlaied, viz, to row-
duee tho boaakhood sroduclly by concontrated attasiks Ly soveral

N

M
“divisiors, connob offeetivelsr be . cowtinucd much longor, Mow Sace:

>0 mect the onersual
n adeguate number
- bo made in cone
¢, possi-ly,
wreps if <che

tics must »o Loyed, in order %o enuble
cnemy lorre-ses
of Lroops

nection with an

S 1mul’c:1;_.;,,ously Ll

weacher condiblons turn Lol the Lobbol it o the mizsion of
in the dork concorning
o"Cor So roducs tho
Lo Te courter tihc

oy : o e N
cho Lrmpy to haross thi ano

our imsenbions, ant ta in
hoochhoad 50 as -

ovonbual mojor cnomy whL

4 messaze vis scomt fronm the Comman’ér in Ch
Geommonding Genoral Jourtecmth Jogry at 1840, T’;zi
contrary to. the W ec.aher prodichlions, it has boon
ground is so ructfv that neithor te
» be moved, Thorefor‘%, &ll sotcentre
T’ne divisions will continue to mojnd co.rofm‘




Propared local rnids, Units which are aot nceded for these
actions will be withdrawn for ross and replacenents,

.

Créer from Fourteexth Army to subordinste units

Since tho atback on the 29 February did not lead o
w@ desired result, our next operation will be to launch
ninor well-prcgared attacks to push our lines forward and
to reduce tho cnemy beachhoad, The 26th Panzor Division
and “he 29%h Panzer Gromader Division w111 be withdrawn
rom the fronu as tactical reserve,

_L'

ci v

In gereral, the ordevs to the Corps were to engage
th. onemv along the entire fromt, .t loast two raids a
aight will be launched in overy division=-sector. Jittacks,
in company to battalion strength, will be corried out with

he twofold purpose of improving cur positions and inflic-
Sing heavy losses on tic enemy; the objectives for atiacks
will be chosen with those points in mind, Thesc actions
will start %wmediowtelv. Espocinlly sclocted and equipped
assault companies or battalions will be foracd in all di-
visions, Roucont days hate shown that the dif crcit arns

are 1ot cooperating sufficiombly in battle, It is inperativ
that during the coming atbacks mistakes be poiated out to
she troops, so that thov-w:ll loern from oxpericnce, &fter
the ateacks, the h@rlv occupled lines will be fortificd and
2indd 1mmed1atclv to prevert offcetive enomy counboraction.
Those preporations rmst not lower the spirit of agprossives-
ncsse  On the contrary, they should oaly be considercd as
an aid Bor tho contimwncc of our offersive oporations.

In the scctor of the I Parazhute Corps it is most ine-
portant to gaifnn ground on the westorn flark of the 4th Para=-
chute Division, in order to further rcduce the beachhead in
this scctor, It will e necsssary to push forward the main
line of rosistance +to tkv Puon fiposo and Botaccia £Or {05,
To achieve this, th Corps will rake attacks, in company to
wattalion strongth, on 2, 4, and 6 larch, On ecch of these
days onc attaeck will be nade,

In the sector of the LXXVI Parnzor Corps, the front rush
be oushed Tormrd, particularly in our current offonsive scc-
Sore Possitle onioutives for tqose oderations cre Clo Bio-
darctto (F 918307), Cle Caranc, Colle dol Pozzo, the “ubbia

Yloods and the fubbic hill, Isoln Bolla, and and tho lithblc woods
1 ¥m northoast of Isola 2ella, The 2%th Ponzer Greradicr
Divisgion will bo withdriwn as soon as possivile. The 25th
Ponzer Division will withiraw in the noar future, The 29th
Ponzer Gronedicr Division will Lwove to the arca Cistorna
Velletri, and the 26th Panzor Division will i1ove to the oroa
Cocechina=Genzano=ilbano, Doth o those divisions will become
Fourteonth 4Lr-m Rescrvc.

The mission of the artillery, including antiaircraft is
to support the offensive ope ‘ations ~f the Corps, ch\,ll the
onemy.értillery systenatically, annihilave all ob“orved eneny
points of resisbtance, fire on all profitable moving targets,
ans shell enemy ships, harbor 1nsualla; ons, and disemtarkation
voints,

Beginning 2 ilerch, the following tank forces ol tie 89%h
Panzer Rogimont, which have been sttached to the LIXVI Panzer
Corps, will he brought to their original assembly area south=
vard and eastward of Rome: 301st Panzer Batbalion (radioc con=-
%rolled demolition venicles), 508th Tigzer Rattalion (including
8 compauy of Ferdinand tanks), lst Battalion 4th Panzer Regl-
mont (Panther tanks), and the 216th Panzer Battalion.

~T76~




The I Parachute Corps and the LXIVI Panzer Corps w.1ll
form the following alert-units to be ready to move within 2
or 4 hours, in order to reinforde the units cmployed in
coastal uofenoe in casc of a possible enemy landing in the
arce of 1vitave0"hic one company of the 60th lotorized
Engineer Battalion, one compauy of the 22 Airforce Znhkie
neer - Battalion, one Panther tank company, one cornpauy of the
lst lntiaircraft Battalion, 12th Regiment, one company of the

590th-GIIQ. Tank Destroyer Battalion, “and 1n;an%ry'rpserwes as the

condition demands (Jt presamt 145th Grenadier &ngl‘ont and 1
batsalion 7lst Motorized Grenadier Regimeint) o {

B, Intellig:e‘nce Report

The &HQ Twnk RBattalion 4th Queens Own Hussars (Br) is rcemploy&@’
in the Campo ‘di Carme scetor, according %o a captured map. /

/

Further attacks against our advancoed points must be czpectode !

Statistics

L N

Cz
.

Goerman losses: 202 killed; 707 wouvn dﬁu and 43 5 1153¢rf.

Allied losscs: 132 prisoners (66 Dritish Y3 66 umerlcqns),
several machine guns, 1 truck and 1 radio sct ca nturod

Tanks ond self propelled guns fit for comb&t:'

fKVEiiablc evening s Availablc cvening
28 Fobruary : L Hnreh
ilornets : 25 : 29
Tenks : 165 : 147
Tigbrs : (22) : (l 4)
Poirthers > (5 ) : ( 0 )
Assrult Howibtzers @ 29 : 21
Lssault Guns : 45 : BT
Ferdinands s 11 : 3
: t

}DC:VIII. 2 bad .. 'lLlJ. Ch. 1944

fie Oporoaticn Doport

v

Dur to strong enomy countorattacks, onc eompany of tho a5
Parachute Division, which had occupicd the eastern part of the
Ciocca gorge (F820305), wns wiped out by th: onemye.  The rroup
of houscs, 1 km souwshwest of Ponte Rotso (F 997314), which had
OrCVlFUSIJ bocen taken by the 26th Panzer Division, had to be -
abandcned alter a stru ~1o of soverel dayse In the coursc of

\Jk)

this strugsle, tho houses chanred hands scveral times,

In other sectors, scouting and reiding were the only acti~ -
vities, Enemy artillery firc has boon r~o*1c;'.r':3.113,7 light. Howevor,'
durln« the morning of 2 March the enemy brought tho sectors of the
1l4th Jagor Division and the 562nd Inf-nbry Division under azn
artillery barrage, ‘




During numerous heavy air roids on our rear areas and

artillery positions, the enemy systemsSically neutralized our
antisircraft,

2

-

he following subjscts were sonsiferad in a meebing of

tie Commander in Chief Southwest and %hs Commendine Jenerals of
the armies: First, Imrshal Hesselring believes that ninor oper-:
atisns in the Mediterransan Theatre, vrobebly in Southern Trance,
will orecede the main invesion in MNorshern France. Hevertheless,
aneavy divercicnary attecks at Livornc and (enon are vossikle,

ic coast are not likaly at the

tihe possitility of sactical landings at Pescara and

coliin remains. Second, the nission of the commandsr in
utlwest stlll is to deferd central Ttaly and to reduce

217 ths Webtuno beachhsad. Third, the Fourteenth fpuy will
or the following forces to the Tenbti: symys 114th Jagzer

r, ons regimens before 20 I'arch and the rajority of the

v by 2% Harel; lsh and 2a2d mathalions of the 1153%h Totorized
er Zegiment, beginning on 8 ilrch; lst Babtbalion of thoe 71k
n5, forierly the Prcjedbtor Démonstration Batbalinn,
Zomoavy «ytillsry Fattalion, by liarch; and thoe
Termann Goring" 4o Growp "von Zangea" Tor enploy=
ihe 34 Panger Crexndler Division will
reinforcsd Sth loborized frenadier

3

by 12 laoshy
Panzer Divisien
ment in the ap
get back from +
Regimonk, by &

e W ~t - - . » v -
The verman Jigh Vormand intends to weinforeo tlie Fourbthesnsh
army with onz roilway bettery (220mm), a2nd orc Czechoslovoizian
railvoy batbery (320 m),.

o

The Coman’er in Chiel Southwest has ordered the immadicnte
constructlon of a sesond linc of dofemse ("C line) from Incehia
Iarovora { F 740343} in a novrthecstorls direstion o kho cast
coaste The linc will be rcady for cooud wertisularly in the
chroatened sector, by 30 ipriles Thc Fourtcenth Ary is rosdensitle
for the forbification from the west congs to “ha neighborhood of

artent .

On 3 Iare: the Ibalien Marine Batbalion "Rarterizo", ccnslsting
of Batsalion $5-£F anld four comanies with strongih of 850 mon,
arrived ot the 715%h Infandry Division. I% wrill be station~d in
the ared northeast of Litboria, ‘

~yimy roserves 29%h Panzer Greradior Division {Loss tho
3 in the frext line) to be assenbled in

s oL s U
~C &ncd “onp
BN

nv, Gbh Quocns Owm, 188%h Drigade 88th Tufal
Division (Br), i Fo4

Tz Tm oy TES e - I el
tod in the Miohole gorge (F32£318

sl

[ 5]
Fe 14 £
o)
Q
O @
<
O
HEl

as oonfirmed o prigomers. of wmr from Tompnny Ce  The IZabtalion re=-
licved tho 10th Zoyal Zorkshire Degime=nt on the 20 7 ‘
l1st Zing's Shrcpshire Light Irfo:try (3rd Rri

fanbry Division) 1is row emplored in *ho s

the roni crossing Campo &i Carnc (FBET2ES)

B - . S U SL oL By - g Y - 3eq AT
of war state wnat Lompany T hos boon ia th

The chars on poge 72 shows eshimated
ditures for thoe neriod 16 Februvary 1944 to
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Statisths:

- -

German Losses: 156 killed, 667 wounded, and 209 missing,

£1lied lossess 38 Prisoners, 7 airplanes downed by antiaircraft,
several machine guns and small arms captured,

XIX 5 to 9 MNARCH 1944

Ao Operation Roport .
During the entire period, combat and reconngissance patrols
were active on both sides.

. Enemy bombing and strafing raids on 6 llarch against artillery
emplacements in 3€2nd Infantry Divisionts sector met with no success,.
At 1200 on 6 March, the 26th Panzer QlVlsmn took- over the former
sector of Panzer D1v1s1oa "lermann Goring" s which, in turn, was noved

to Livorno, less its antiaircraflt and armored unlts.

. "On 6 March, one company of Italimm larines, Dattalion "Barmp-
rigo", was corwuuted in the sector of the 2nd Ba‘b'l:'\llon of the 56En
SS Panzer Grdnadier Regiment, attached to 715th Infantry Division,
This unit could not be employed for speoial missions because it
lacked sufficient infambry training, The 1l4th Jager Livision, ear-
morked for mountain warfare on the southern front,. will be oquipped
with moun’bsin ar't illery.

On 7 larch, the 1ll"bh Jager Divisionts '\Jm,ack on the cneny
stronghold-at Clo Biadarctto, 2 km north of Cle Tro Di Padiglione
(F 921289), failed, due to thﬁ neavy barrage and the strongly de=-
fended and mined positibns of the enemv,

During the night of 7 to 8 Ilarch 1944, enemy attacks against
the 10th Parachute Negimentt's right flank by about two companies,
launched ®fter two hours o' artillery preporation, wore repelled in
hard fighting,

On 9 iarch, several enenmy '\ssaults, partly supported by tanks,
launchod at tho bovnd'\ry between the 65th Infantry Division and the
3rd Panier Grempdior ~ivision, were repulsed by determined counter-
attacks, '

I nonmy artillory firc was vory-heavy, at times inercasing to
barrage pitch, ospecially along the Aprilia-Anzio h righwavw and in
the Cle Suon Riposo arca (#854310), The eonony fired an extras~
ordinary number of smoke shclls, o also omployed a new type of
shell for the first time, which exolodes about 150 meters from tho
cround, cjecting four smoLo pots in d&ifforont dircctions, that pro-
duce | -o'\vy smoke after hitting tho gpound smmc 50 meters apart.

Our artillery Lombarded tho onem!s strongpoints, positions,
supply traffic and ~un emplacemcnts.' Good rosults wore obscrved in
scveral cases, Lonw-range arbillery, supported by antiair eraflt ar=
%illery, bombed the harbor at Anzio, Two mor.iant vesscls wore hit,
one of them pouring out groot quantities of smoke, Violent oxplo~
sions were 2lso obscrved,

During the nint of 8 to 9 I'mrch our air forces launched a heavy
acrial attaeck on the Nettuno area,




The Commander in Chief Southwost foresees the posibility

- of major airborne and seaborne enemy landings in the vorv necar

fubure, coordinated with an offensive against tho Tenth Lrmyts

fronmt, The following reserves are availelc for the defonsc:

29th Panzer Gronadicr Division (Fourteenth Arnyy Resorve) 3 Elo-

ments of 3rd Panzor Grumadior Division (I Farachutc Corps); and

the 26th Panzor Division (LXIVI Panzer Corps Roserve), These

units will bo on a two hour-alert status from 2100 to 0300 daily,

Rocommaissance for possiblo commitmoent in vhe Ciritavoechin arca

wes to be cxocubed at onco, The followin, units aro subjeet to

the samc alert status: 3rd Battalion 2nd Hattalion Denonstaation

Rogimont, lst Comdany 590th Anti-toark Battalion, lst Zatidalion

4th Fanzor Roginent (Panthor tanks), and $he 60th imiincor Battalion,
Repeatod .obsorvations confimied tat tho froguently crroncous

roloase of our artillery borrase was duc to the us to florc sige -

nals by tho onemy, Tor thic renson, flarc sismals changing daily,

at noon, will be introducod immodistoly.

Dispersion and echelomment in depth of enemy artillery po-
sitions raider our artillory's sounter fire nore difficult, To
remove this obstaele, the Chief Artillery Officer, Fourtecnth
Army, requested the attachment of a hovritzer babtitalion and a heavy

flat~trajootory gun battalion (Schwere T lachfeuer-Abteilung) .

‘Tho Commanding Cencral, Fourteenth Army, reported to the
Cormancer in Chief Southwest, that no suitable tunnels as air pro=
teetion were availabel Tor the e plovment of the twro railway ar- -
tillory batieries promisod by th: Gorman IIigh Cormand, Tho tunncl,
farthest to the south, gives an cffective rdnge of only 3 kilomcters
in front of our own main line’of resistance, In gase th: batterics
must opordfe from the tunnols, the Army will h&ve to foroeso their
omployment, g ‘

Enery fighbtor=bomber activity is combinually causing consider-
avlo losses in mobor wvohicles, Considering tho difficulty of roe
nlacing motor transport, Fourtheontly Army again points out that all
convoy traffic by day must bo reddced to the minimum.

B, Intelligenco Roport

Prisoners of war rcport that the 40th royal Horine Commando
is ostavlished 1,5 lon northwest of Fta Campo di Carnc (F8622 84),
The Gommandos, 600 mon strong, had disormbarked at’ Angio on 3 liarch.
During tho night of 5 to 6 March, they rolicved the 2nd Forostorss
Same sourco stated that the 43rd Marine Cormando (Br), wio came
ashorc with the first wave on the bridgohead, wore withdrawn to
Haplcs sovoral wockyg ago. It w.s also ostablished from prischors
of war t,at the 3rd sattalion 30th Infantry Division (US), is

- nowly ostablished 1,6 km southwest of Ponto Rotto (F 997314), Pri=

sonors takon bolongod to the anbtitank platoon, the lcadquarters
Conmpany, end En inccr Company. Tho Dogirpnt has occupied this
position for the last two days. ILt, Gone Truscobt, proviously come
mading the 3rd Infartry Division (US), was transferred totlo VI
Corps, as Commpnding Goncral, Genoral IoDanicl is montioned as tho -
now cormanding officer of tho 3rd Infantry Divisisn (US), with Col,”
Sherman as Chiof of Staff,

Thore were uo indications of the arrival of now units,

" Commitment of tho lst Armorcd Division (US) in the Cistorma scctor

(o 0232), is to be oxpectoed,

=8 Le
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C. Statistics
German losses: 162 killed, 646 wounded, and 56 missing.
Allied losses: 27 prisoners, 2 tdnks destroyed_; 2 antitang.
zuns destroyed, and 1 airplanc downed,
XL 10 to 14 HARCH 1944

A, Operations Roport

Shortly after midnight on the 1l4th March, the &énemy attacked
in battalion strength suprorted by tanks, The attack, which was
directed against our posibions west of t..e Aprillia-Anzio highwdy
was turned back with heavy enemy losses, During the same night,
two morc attacks from the gorges Caronte (F 854297) and Cempo di
Carne, south of Cle Buon Ripos6 (F 859310), succeeded in making
several penetrations, However, by immediatc counterattacks, the
original line was reestablished by carly morning. Enemy raids were
turned Taock on the ontire beachhecd fromt, Our recénnaissance and
raid operations were successful in taling prisoners, One scouting
varty of 5 men succceded in taking 36 prisoners,

Enemy artilléry fire was comparatively light, Sirce the
beginning of March, the enemy has oxtensivellf been employing ar-
tillery 6bscrvation planes, especially in thcoaroa of Cistorna
(¢ 0232), and south of Aprillia (F 875333), Our artillory firing
white phosphorous-shells, caused a fire in an encmy motor pool at
Lo Ferriere (F 963242), and our long range artillery sholled enémy
supply traffic, It was observed that three transports were hit,
and that several ships were forced to witheraw from'their berths
in the harbor, ' '

Throughout theoentire period theore was considerable cnemy
aid rcoomaissance, and fightcr-bombers were active, Our main ~
defensive area and & rtillery positions were bombed and strafdd,
Fircs wore observed at Anzio and lcttuno alter air raids,

On 13 i'arch, in the Fourteenth Army scctor, the rcomining
olecmonts of the Panzer Division "Hermann Goring", consisting of
antiaircraft regimentg and Panzer regiments, were sent to the neow
operational area at Liverno, The staff of tho 26th Panzor R8gi-
mant took over the commind pfthecoastal scctor of the LIXVI
Ponzer Corps, in the arca of the 715th Infartry Division, and the
26th Panger Roconnnissance Battalion was attachoed to the 715th
Infontry Division in tho area southoast of Littoria,

On 14 Farch, tho 362nd Infantry Division relicved the 67th
Panzer Greonadior Regiment and eloments of the 2nd Battalion 9th
Panzer Grenadicer Regiment. The bulk of tho 25th Panzor Division
has now be-n taken from the fronmt and made Army R sorvos, Omno
regimental group is in tho aroca of Cori (G 095380? and anothor
is in the area of Genzano - Vellotri,

By order of thu Commandor in Chiol, Soubhwest, tho 29th Panzer
Gronadier D ivision will move %o theareca sovth of Romc, betwoen the
Tiber and the Via Appin, as Army (rlup reservec,

© Lrny Reserve im comprised of the staff of the 69th “anzer Degi=-
ment; with the following units: the lgt latbtalion 4th Panzer llegi-
rment, the 508th Ilecavy Panzer Battalion (Tiger tanks), the 653rd
Heavy Tank Destroyer Battélion (Ferdinands), and the 216th Assault
Hovritzer Battallon,




During the present 1lull in thg7fighting, an opportunity
hes been given to im>rove deficioncies in close anmbitank combat
tochniques, Suéh training has been given; 13 officers, 73 ijon-
commissionoed officers, and. 177 men have finished the course, The
training is moinly concerncd with vhe employmomt of rocket loun-
ohers (bazookas) and- antitank grenades,

At the presont, the divisions are oquippod with tho followings

Unit Roeclet
Launchers

(razookns)

Antitank
Gronados

. o L il S P P -.L.......* - — s Sl e B W B Bl Rl Yt Wi
&k P . ror Diviad . '
BRI Bioptieten s g5 v g
ord Panzer Gronadicr Division 12 : 336
362nd Imfantry Division : 59 : 180
26th Panzer Division : 76 : 425
29th Panzer Gremadier Division: 20 : ... 63
‘ﬂ_‘~m‘~“_**“__‘__.;mﬁqal‘_~‘{‘w‘*~£§%1“~___- : 2103 e

- Aftor Fourteewth Army vams regrouped, it wes possible to relieve
The ttalions in the line coccordin to schedle, Of threc battal-
lons In a regiment, two stayed in position, and the third was sent
to the rear arca to reost and receive nowly arrived roplacements in
its units, Theso battalions were also used to croeci switehpositions
in th.rear. ith this systom, it wow possibdle for otch bottalion
to have approwimately 10 days rest aftor hoaving boen at the front for
throe wecks, wuring this period, oubtstanding soldiors were givén the
oppontunity to spond two days in Zome with hotel accommodations,

Personncl strenzth of th. Fourtconth Arny is depicatod in +he
chort bolovs

. Units " Officors. ¢ Halistod monm
T ¥ReSEs T e g R
Actual Stroagth : : 3,711 101,466
Conmbat Strongth : 1,632 @ 50,113
Rear cchelon troops : t
ol combat units : 348 : g, 404
e S0 LY Lroops, L JL088 i 16,769 .
Adr Fores Grownd troops — e et e e
Actual strength : 779 ¢ 25;018
Combat strongbh o 400 ¢ 12,896
Rear ochclon troops : : ST
of combat units : 187 ¢ 5,088
- SupRly troops ; 1L 8088
BB BTOOPE e e e
Actual screangbh : 24 ¢ 1,527
Combat sbronyth : 17 : 759
lloar ochclon troops : :
of combat wnits A B®_ L
~8% - '
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Total strongeh

, e - -

4;514

Actual stren-th 128,011
Combat shrength 2,049 . 63,778
Tear ccholon troops i . .

of combat units 556 21,784
Supply broops ... 1,178 LoA9.sRe

- Ay e e w e B B v A b ww  a —~— S s h s e AR e e R e e a—

Ofher units : Offi crs and Inlistod-Ion
Ttalian units : : | 2,129
Italian cuxiliary sudoly units ¢ 248
Russicn auxiliary svoply units ¢ 855
Other auxiliary supply uaits P . 541 -

Total : 3,573

Bs IDyowuitness Roport

The enemy artillery observation plancs which wore in the
air overy day, were harassing our troops, booause cach noving
objoct wms at once firdd upon. Ilight, wos thoe orly tim. that
cormonders covld make an insncetion of the main linc of rosise~
tanco and get in toueh with their men., The defoénse agninst
artillery observat on plance was veory dificult, becouso the
plancs stoayed about 500 metors from our line of rcsisténco,

Due to their maneuverability, thoy could mobt be followed by our
antiaireraft guns, '

C. Imtelligonce Zevort

It has been loarned from prisoners of war that the 6th
Seaforth 17th Irigade of the 5th Infontry Division (r) is
in the liichcle gorge (I 823315 to F 841310)., The Bobtalion
came from Iaplsos and landed at Anzio on 9 Irhrch, It reliovod
pazts of tho lst London Scots on 10 ilarch, Th. strongth of |
coch company is 110 men, Onc woek azo, this Battalion vms one
ployed at Garibliano and later relioved by the Anmericans, Aftor
5 days of rest south of Haplos, it assombled, probably with the
ontirc 17th Brigade, :

The 14th Forestors im in tha Bottacin gorgs. (vieinity of
F 852497) This bottalion was omployod in the 1iiddle cost ond
camc via Algiers and MNaples to Anzio, whors it - lomnded on 20
February, It bulonged to the 18th Indopendont Infambry Brigonde
and consists of four infanbtry companics, o Hoavy Company, and a
Hoadquartors Company, Ids strongth is approxisntely 600 men,..
Componios A, B, and C arc comniftod, Tho 9th King's Owm Vorke-
shir Light Infamntry Sufls, strongbh unlmowm, ann the l4th For-
cstors, belong to the 18th Infrubry Bri-ade, The 9th King's
Own Yorkshirc Light Infaunt.y landed ot Anzio ot the peginning of
Ilarch, aftor having hoon cmployeud in Africa for 2 yoars, On 7
Iiareh they relioved the: 1st King!'s Shropshiro Light Infantry

310th Brigodo of tho 1st Infontry Divisi-n (Br), The 5th and

5lst Infamtry Division (Br) cre probably in Inzland

The 1t Rangor Battalion of tho lst Spocial Sorvice i'orco is
1 lm oeast of Isolc Bulle (G 006294), according to capturod doc-
uments,

Tho heavy traffic in thoe crea south of Aprillia is prohably duec
to the arrival of tho 5th Infantry Division (Br).
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D, Stotistics

W I -y

Gorman lossos: 121 killed, 372 woundod, 65 missing.

Alliod losses: 173 prisoners (163 British), 20 machine
guns, and 140 small arms capturod, ~

XLI The Gormon Commondts Ifid-larc: Bstimate of the Situction
Ard Gorman Intentions

A, Enony Situation, according to rejport of 13°March 1944 fronm
Fourtoonth Army %o Commander in Chief Soothwost,

Aftor our major attacke woro discoutinucd in tho begin-ing
of liarch, tho onomy has showm incrocsed activity iIis froguent
roconnaissonco and combat patrols have tho twofold task of pro-
curing intolligonce and concealing rogroupments; latoly those
patrols have also takon place in tho Litteria arca,

In addition to replacements for deplatéd units the following
now units have boon brought up to the boachhend: 40th Loyal.llarine
Comman.o, ‘elenents of 17th Brigade of the 5th.Infoantry Division (Br),
and the l8h Forosters,

From tho wostorn flank to Borgo Podgora tho dofensive Jositions
aro woll fortified and mannod at all oimese The bulk of rosorves,
cstimated ot ton to cloven British infonbtry babitalions and six to
oight Amorican bottalions, is bolicvod 4o bo in the arcn south of
Aprillin.  Thore, tho enom. places his mnin omphasis both for the
of fonsivo as woll as the defonsivo; his socondary ompiasis lics in . ..
tho rogion soutlwost of Cisterna, A local atback in the Littoria
soctor aiming to force the Gorman artillory »esitions furthor awny
fron discrbarkation points apponrs to bo possible, ‘

Ag vot wo have no knowledse of a specific dato for an allioed
offonsive, Such offonsive action is o6 bo oxpootod in combinntion”
with mjor strotogio ovoations and an attack on the southorn fromt,
Tho onemy countinucd to rocorganized his forces as ovidoncod by the
rolicf of front units. Tho cnomy!'s knorlodge of weakenod Gerrpn
forcos nust 'mive strongthenod his imtontions for an offornsive on
the beachhond,

Be Enomh ordor of bottlé, as given by the imbolligence officor
Fourtconth LArny, B

VI Corps (US undor Fifth Arny Cormand

lst Swecial Sorvice Forces Drignde (US)

504th Parachuto Regiment of the 82nd iirborne Division (US)

3rd Infantry Division (US)

509th Parachute Brttalion (US)

751st Tank Battalion (US)

1st anf 3rd Rangor Bottalion (US)

23ed Tonk Brigade (Br)

Tank Sattolion "Groys® (Br)

lst Armorod Division (US)

Tank Battalion (4th iiussars) (Br)

lst Infontry Division (Br)

18th Infantry Brigade (Br)

Sth Infantry Division (Br)

191st ‘ank Battalioa (US)

36th Engincor Rogim.nt (US)

4th Ran er Battalion(Us)
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9th Royal Iarinc Cormea=do
40th Lloyal larinc Cormando

Cos Gernman Imtentions

~ As tho 114th Joger Division has bcen transfor rod to the Tombh
Ar-y and thoPanzor Disision "Hermamn Goring" has beon withdrawn
to the arca of Livorno, the German Command cannot plan & o or attack
fer tho olimination of tho boachhead within the noar future, Gernon
divisions arc battlo Wo"ry and have suflcrcd considerablc losscs,
The following offoctive combat strength was rcoported by Gonoral Horte
mm of the German Army High Cormand, aftor his visit to thoe front of
4 to 6 liarch: 65th Infanbry Division, consisting of 145th and 147th
Infontry Rogiments, 2,680 mons 1l4th Joagor Pivision, 4,582 men; 1038%th
Panzer Grenadior chimcn'b; 1,218 non; and the 715th Infembry Division,
5,099 ren, This gove o tobtal of 11,579 mon,

Ogr artillery is weakened considerabdbly., Statistics of 15 liarch
show tho following ready for action:

Typc: of ieapon : Coliber fumbor of
H A Piceces
- Artillory: R ) : N T
ng_-u artillerys T :
Guns : up to 99 mm
Howitzers : up to 129 mm: 158
lediunt artillery: . :
Guns . : 100-209 mm
Howitzers : 130-202 mm
Howitzers (lorscr) 210-249 ™ 99
Hoavy-Superheavy: : :
"~ Guns : 210 mm and up
Hoirritzers : 210 mm add up :
Howitzors (iorsor) : 250 rm and up 2
Tocket Projoctors: : N .
T divn S S T o) 1 I S 7
Hoavy . : . 160-219 mos ...
Antiaircraft artillorys’ :
Light TR to 35 TTTTTEIgTTT
iodivm : 37-69 mm : 35
Joavy : _60-159 mm - : 140

R A

Transnortotion dlu”flculticu o"bon dvlﬂv the orrival of ammuaition
allotmonts. ;

The cnomy rogroupcd his artiller+ bulling back cmplacoment po-
sitions, Thorefore, the range of our howitzuwrs and antiaircraft guns
is too short te roo ch oncmy artillory p051t10ns andonly thofew 100

mm guns at our disposal can do go,

-

,L.mbor of tanks and assault guns as of 24 ILL rcn.

© SR tPz 111 :Pg 1V Pz V P2 VI iFlomo Assault
£ :{50 zn) : (7%mn) : (7o rther):(ugo Jtthrower: guns
218th Asscult Pz Ba : : . : : : 55
26th Panger Divigion : 5 : 51 : s 7 :
29th Ponzer Gren Div @ 8 : 18 ¢ : : :

-3rd Panzor Cyon Div : : : : : : 25
lst Bn 4th Pz Regt : : : 40 : : :
508th Pz Bn s : H r 32 st :
Agsault Gun Bn X jxir : : : : : 3 17
fored Corps : : : : : : (Ttalian

' Total ~~ 13T TTTTTES a0 By ey Ty

D e SIL A NP

~86m

A
/



Bue to their weakened condition the forces employod in tho.
front linc camnobt bBe xonsidered fit for any major attack at this
timo, Only tho 25th .cnzer Division and the 29th Panzor Gronadier #
Division are capablc of any large scale oporations. - Both units
Pproscubly Sonstitute the Army Group Resorve, located south of Rome,
“Tank units, attachcd to the sbalf of tho 69’ch Panzor Reogiment with

ho oxdoption of the Pamther Bathalion arc hrought imt o forwnrd po-
sitions as o countermcosuro against tank supportcd attacks of tho
onomys Iwo groups arc formed: First, "Group West" in tho crea of
Clo Campdldono (F 860406), ocomposcd of two companics .of Tigor.tanks
.and onc company of assault guns.  Sceong, “Groun ast?, b fwoon Gone
zano and Vollotri, consisting of one company of Tigor tanks, two
companics of dssault’ guns, 'tnd onc ‘company of hoavy sVlY‘-Oropollod
antitonls guns, : )

Sineo tho Gorman units arv considorable wonlonod and -$hic oncmy
is constantly fortifying his ‘ositions, . the Gormon cormand can only
plan a gr" duul roduction of tho be"\clme'\d. “An order dated 16 March
from the German Army High Command cnphasized this fact, as follows:
"eosaWo must continue to attack in tho Notbtuno scctor, in order to
kocp the initictive, Abtacks must be-made con’cinuously in small
soctors so that the -boachhead is steadily reduced,,..7o have oxpere
ienced in the past that our failuros were dut miinly to onemy are
tillory, TFurther attacks must be oxécuted according to the tactics
of the Ludendorff offen 1sive in 1918%, :

Fourtcenth Army will receibo 12 howitzors {210 mm), soven
battories of 122 mm - 152 mm guns, from Gormﬂny, two batiorics of
210 »m guns from artillory roserve France, and one railway artillory
battory of 320 mm guns, The amaunition sup*ply will be inercascd cven
though it moans roducin’, rations, Port of the required food is to bo
procurcd leocally, o

On 13 liarch, thoCommanding Conoral Fourtcenth irmy rccormond

to Ariy CGroup tho following two plans for attack, cithor of which can
bo put inte cfrcet aftor 29 March, providdd tho ground hos dried,
First, atback against the northern flank of the boachhoad with the
obgootlvo of gzaining tho linc, Duon Riposo govge 2 km south Clec Buon

Ripose (F 859010) - crossroads Cantonicra (r 863282) - south odro

of weod Vallicelle Grandi, 2 km west of Trd di Padi~lino . (b921289)

o5 lm orth of Tro di Podigliono - Clo Sovriai (7 920203) = Clo
Carano (F 940309). "The cttack is to be corricd out in threc. limitod
assdults, Sceondly, an attack with tho objoctivo of gnining.the lino;
beneh  mar!z 67, group of houscs 1 lm southwost of Porbo Rotto (F 997314)
~ boench mark 60, on hill with windmill lkm west - northwest of Isola
Bella (G 006294) - Isoln Bolla Borgo Podgors (G 045240), A succossiful
outcomo of this cbboclk will assist furthor action to ostablish bridgo-
hoads dcross ‘bhc, Iussolini Camnl chdan ovonbual brealthrough to tho
Astura, '

Both ottacks would imvolve the commitment of thc 26th and 29th -

Divisions now in Army Group Rosorve., If the lattor plan is oxocutod,
it is fearcd thnt ome of thoe assault division will h ave to be come
mitted to hold tho nowly c'\pturod ground, ’n addition, thc Fourtconth
Army is confrontod with the following »robloms: First, cnomy lande
ings may occur ot Torracinn (codeword "Tho~"); botwoen tho front

line of tho I Parachubc Corns and the mouth of the Tibor (codoword
"Ruckendockung”); and tho coasgtal defensc soctor Cocina - llouth of
_ the Tibor (codoword "Caocilic"), Detailed ordors wore issucd cone
cornzng the fortification of tho coastal dofonsc scetors, tho plan
for tactical countormonsurcs, and theorganization of g.lort units

in casc of onamy airgormo operations. The 92nd Infawmtry Division
which is in activation is to dofend the coast linc from tho movth of
the Tiber to the boundary of the Fourtcenth Army at Cooina, Sccondly,
duc to tho lack of safoty in Rome, strick orders concorn*ng entrance
into the oity limits are issued, Rono has beon declarcd cm "Open City™
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and all service units will be moved outside the eity, Only
medical and quartermaster units which operate hakeries, butcher
shops, tailor shops, etc., will remain, Thirdly, the partisans,
consisting of communists, Dadoglio followers, ani prisoners of
war at large, endan er he areas south of Perugia and east of
Orviato. The 105rd Reconnaissance Battalion has boen dispatched
to these areas,

ALIT 15-~ 19 IARCI 1944

A, Operations Report

Partioularlv at night, during this period, routine reconn=~
aissance and raiding activities took place,

Early on 15 March, the Allies captureé the strongpoint at
{9, 1,5 km southeas® of Tre Spaccasassi (F 917330), with overwhelm ing
’i‘orces. Despite a counterattack, during which we suffered
heavy losses, the group of houses could not be retaken,

Withdrawal of the 26th Panzer Livison was completed on 15
liarch, The 362nd Infantry Division took over this sector, The 26th
Panzer Division will be assembled as Army Reserve, in the area diw
rectly west of Velletri.

The relief of the 1ll4th Jager Division by the 1028th Panzer
Grenadier Regiment began on 13 ilarch, and will be completed by 20
liarch, On 19 larch the present sector of the 114th Jager Division
-will be taken over by the 3rd lPanzer Crenadier Dl‘V‘lS;.On (Iparachute
Corps) .

On 18 liarch, our assault troops succeeded in penetrating enemy
positions in the wooded area at the lieletta gorge (I 813313), in-
fantry weanons were capbtured, The enemy had consideraile losses and
his position was destroyed,

At 0730, 19 liarch, after very heavy artillery preparatory fire
wiich extended to the Cisterna gector (G 0232), the enemy atiacked
at several points southwest of Aprillia (F 875333), These atbacks
were continued throughout the day, at times in bat-alion strength,.
They were repulsed partly by close combat and partly by immeddate
courrbera‘ctacks. v orti«~five »risoners were taken,

Be Tntelligence Neport

It has been learned from prisoners of war that the 36th Combat’
Engineer Regiment is located south of Torre della Iloletta (F 774312),
The 1st Dattalion of this regiment is comaitted north of llighway 32;
2nd Battalion is in reserve; 3rd Pattalion is located on the coast,

It has been learned from-prisoners of war of .B €ompauy.that the
8nd Camerenians (13th Arigade S5th Infambry Division (Br) is located
in the area west of lichele gorgo (F 828315 to F 845308), it landed
at Anzio on 12 liarch, and is replacing the 56th Infantry Division (Br).
on 14 I;'arqh, part of the Jucen!s Noyal Negiment was relicved, A and C
Companies of this unit have not as yet been comitted, In the moraing
of 19 March, the 46th Tank Battalion (Br), attached to lst Infantry
Divisgion (“r) took part in an attack west of the Aprillia~inzio Highway,
5 and G Companics 30th Infantry uegimen'b of tho &rd Infauntry Di-
vision (US) are committed on botl sides of Cle Carano (F 940309), The
lst Battalion is held in reserve,
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Continyous eonboy actibity was obaerved in the harbor aren
of Anjio-Nettuno with a daily average of 30 to 40 units, including
IST's transports, several large froighters, tankors.destroyers,
and escort vessels, "

By smoke screens, thoenemy triod to conceal the rccorganization
and replacement of his “roops. Tho cnemy scems to he proparing furthor
attacks, - T S '

Ce Sts;’&is’c ics

-

Gorman losses: 150 killed, 846 wounded, 76 missing,

-

Allicd losses: 78 prisoners, 2 tanks put out of commission,
2 »lancs downed by antiaireraft, and heavy and light infantry
weapons oapturod,

XLIII, 20 « 24 MARCH 1944

A, Operatiohs Report

On the frent, the only activity was scouting and raiding. Re~
comnalssance patr-ls reported the construction of new barbed-wire
entanglem:uts by the enemy, For this roason, raids by both sides
worc rather unsuccessful. During themopping up of the liichole
sorge near Appolonia (F 828314) on 20 rarch, 35 “ritish dead were
found, Thoir small arms, machine guns, and mortars wore brought in,

Tho artillery continued the usual harassing fire on recognized
objectives, Tho enemy ammunition e@nenditurc was much”larger than
ours, After our artillory shelled the cnomy rear areas, cxplosions
and fircs woro observed, It was assumed that large ammunition dumps
wore hit, Our long-rangde artillery fired on ships lying in thé hare
bor of Anzio-illotiuno, and occasional diroct hits wore observed, ‘
Be Imtollironce Ropﬁ

——— e T e s A

Tt hos boon loarnc@ from prisoncrs of war that the 2nd Camor-
onians 13th Brigade of tho 5th -‘nfantry Division (Br) was in tho
iicholo gorgo (F 823315 to F 845308), and was roplaced by the 2nd
Battalion Inniskillings 13th Brigado of the 5th Inf-ntry Division
(Br) on 21 February, Tho 14th Forcsters 18th Indopondont Infaxtry
Brigado (Br), is looated 1 lm north of th. Camno di Carnc orcss-
road (T 862284)

Captur.d documonts yicldod tho following information: o :

On tho front is thc 6th Soaforth 17th Irigade, in second line
%ho 2nd "Jiltshiro 13th Drigado; hot of the 5th Infantry Division
). :

Doounexnts takon from doad onemy soliicrs rovealed that the
1st Rooconnaissanco Battal on of tho lst Infanmtry Division (Br) is
stationed in tho scctor northoast of Lampo di Carnc, (F 850270 to -
F 890270), -

Daily disembarkations of roinfereoments Tor tho boachhoad hawe

been obsorved, Cn 21 Iarch, for the {first timo, cnemy propagandia
caf-lets wore shot inbo our linos at Cistorna (¢ 0232); on tho following




days this also henpen in other sectors, In several sectors’
white phesphorous shells were used by the erenmy,

C, Statistics ‘
German losses: 330 killed, 394 wounded, and 16 missing,
" Allied losses: 8 prisoners, 1 btank pub out of commission,

1 airplane downed, and small arms cavtured,

XLIV, 25 - 29 MARCH 1944

A, Operations Report

Raid, reconnmaissance, and artillery activities continued on
both sides. Combat patrols often clashed in nowmdn's land, Re-
sults were negligible and losses relatively high.
On the morning of 26 liarch,; the enemv capbured a German Strong-
point north of the Rubhia Forest, 1,5 km west of Ponbe Roste (F 997-
514), with an attack in company strength, e was repulsed after
hand~to-hand fithting, -

The coastal defense sector north of Castiglione (west of
Crosseto) up to Cecina was separated from the FYourteenth Ariiy,

n the sector of the 65th Infantry Division, the 165th Inw
fantry Battalion was relieved by the 2nd Battalion 1027th In~
fantry Qegiment on 28 larch, In the seotor if the 362nd Infantry
Division, the 382nd Fusilier Batt: lion was relieved by elementxs of
the 1028th Panzer Gremadier Division on 27 “arch, The 556th Ost
Battalion was transferred to the 362nd Infambry Division and assigned
to 955%h Infamtry Regiment as 3rd (Ost) Babbtalion. -The lst Battalion
of the Italian Assault Brigade “Barbarigo" was assigned to 715th In-
fontry Division,

At noon on 29 larch, Army Group issued codeword "Caocilia IV,
i.., cnemh landing are imminent in the Tarquinia-Civitavee hia
area, Consequntlly, during the night, the 29th Panzer Gronadier
Division wos transferred from the assembly area, 12 knm soutii of Zome,
to the vieinity of Bracciano lake; only the 7lst Panzer Grenadder
Regiment romained,

Be intolligenooe Roport

Mewly established: The lst Green owards 15th 3Zrigade of the

5th Infonbry Division (1) is with Company D at Torre di Joletta

(F 774312), On 24 llarch, this Jattalion relicved the 3rd Battelion
of the 36th Enginecr Regiment (US), The 2nd foyal Inniskiling
Fusiliors 13th Brigade of the 5th Infantry Division (Br), committod
on 21 Iarch, was roliwvecd by the 2nd Royal Scobs Mgsilicrs 17th
Trignde of the 5th Infantry Division (Br) on the 27 Iarch, This
Battalion landed at Anzie with 2 other botialions of the 17th Brigade,
viz, The 2nd Forthamptionshire and the 8th Seaforth Tighlanders) on
12 larch,

On the 14 liarch, the 2nd Battalion o7 the Royal Scots Fusilicrs
and the 2nd Dattalion of MNorthomptonshire Regiment were attached as
reserve to the 40th Royal Marine Commando, The 6th Seaforth, on the
loft of the 40th Royal marine Commando, was withdrawn from thc front-
linc. Company strongth was 60 men. In thesouthern scctor of the



Reserva HNueva ;jorge, llen southwest Cle Buen Ripose (F 8593 O),
one prisdner bélonging to the lst King's Shropshire Light Ine
Fantry 3rd Prigade of the lst Ini’antry Division (7Wr) was talken,
0:» 23 liarch, Company C of this battalion relicved parts of the
lst Hing's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 15th Pr:.g,'\de of the 5th
Infantty D:wismn (¥r)

On 26 IIarch for the first time, eleménts of the newly arrived
54th Infanbry D:Lvision (US) were identified, Aocordlng to atatements
by prisoners of war, the 2nd Battalion 1568th Infanbry Reriment of
the 34 lni'a?rbry Division (US) "ms tronsforred 6 days ago from
Yaples to Anzio. Two days ago the Battalion with a coapany strength
of 300 men ecach v s committed in the Isola Bolla aren (F 006294)
which was the original sedfer of tho 15‘bh Infantry Regiment- of the
3rd Imfantry Division (US), .

Documents fiom doad ecnemy soldier revealed that the 2nd and -
3rd* Battalion 7th Infantry Regiment of the 3rd Infantry Division
US were stationed in the seetor 1,5 km west of Ponto Rotto (F 997-
014> .

According to statoments of two prisoners from Company L tho
position of the 3rd Battalion 168 Infamtry Regiment of the 34th
Infambry Division (US) wes established north of the liussolini Camal
in the former soctor of the 2nd Battalion 504th Parachute Regiment,
The 504th Parachute Regiment was supposod to i ave been vrithdrawn
and replaced by elemonts of ‘the 34th Infantry Division (US),
Prisoners stated that the Fosso Carano (F 955328 %o F 940310) is ..
the boundary hotwoon thc 45th and 34bh Infantry Division,

In the harbor area of sinzio-Nottunc, heavy shipdying traffic
(a daily average of 50 %o 60 units) has boon obsorved,

Becauss of the dryin; up of the terrain and the appcaranco of
the 54th Infantry Division (US) on tho beachhond, it cam ho assuied
that the enomy intonds an attack prosumably in a nort! warly dircetion,

D. Seatistios
Gorman lossos: 93 killed, 397 wounded, and 32 missing,
Allied losses:s 17 orisoners, infantry arms captured, 3

barrage ballons shot down over .inzo, and 2 amunltion dumps
dostroyed by dircet hits,:

ALV, 30 MiRCI -~ 3 APRIL 191'4:

A, Oporations Report

Patrol activity continucd on hoth sides,. Bnemy outpost -
positions on tho north side of the lHichelo gorge (¥ 824315 to F- 841510)
wore “eapturcd by our sceuting partice om 31- “arch, «eid held agoinst
strong encriy couaterattacks,

Tho main lino of resistanco in tho sceter of thé 3rd Panzer
Grenadier Division southwest of Aprillia was considored a
disadvantareous positior in case of large seale cnemy attackse. For *
that reason, it was stren thened in dopth, while the main linc of
resistanco was hold with roduced forces, On 30 liarch, we succceded
in destroying tho bridge 1,5 kn southwest of Bor o Piave (G 053203)
with rerote-controlled domolition vehiclos (Gol:h‘cng. Thirtcon
nrisoncrs wore 'l:akon.

Thore wns the usual artillery activity with ocoasional surprisc

barragos.  Long=rango artillery employed in sholling discmboarkation

“9le




points, ron short of ammunition at th: end of the nonth, In thoe
beginming of April, the armunition supply was roplenished, Shelling
was rosumed and hits were observed,

The 1lst Battalion 4th Panzor Regiment (Panther Tanks), loss the
1st Company which rompined in the Cassino sector, was shifted to
Pratica di iare (F 735410), to replacc the 29th Panzer Groemadicr Division,

Torrain conditions were so poor that they wore conmparablc only
with tho mud on the Nussian frowt, during the worst period of tho
yoar. The level of surface wator conmtimucd to risc, On 23 Morch,
1t was deoided that the attack plamned for 29 Lnrch would have to be
postponcd for scveral days, because of torrain conditions and the
difficulty of ammunition sup»nly. Tho "Army now ordcred ordocrcd the preparation
for an offensive from tho cast, to roducc the beachhoad. An attack
of this kind was thought to bec more promising, particulerly in the
Borgo Podgora soctor (Sessano) (G 045240) - Bergo Piave (G 53204).
The aim was to thrust across the lussolini Canal toward the Astura.

On the second day, to oxecute a flankin: thrust from the south against
the onemy positions in fromt of Disterma (G 0232), Ilowover, for the
latter action, a third assault division is required.

A Fourtecnth Army summary concerning the fighting qualitics of
Its units gave the following cstimates: Units falling into Combat
Qaulity Classification I are the 3rd Panzer Grenmadicr Division, 26th
Panzor Division, 29th ‘anzer Grenadier Division, Infantry Demonstraw-
tion Negiment, and Goneral Icadquarters “anzor and Antitank Battal-
ions, These folling into Classification II are the 4th Paratroop
Division, 362d Infantry Division, 1027 Panzer Granadicr Roginont,
and the 1028 Panzer Grenddicr Rogimert, Combet Classification III
consists of the 715th Infantry Division, 924 Infautry Division (in
activation),

ttached Ttalion units were ovaluatod as follows: (1) Para-
troop Battalion "Ilembo”, (2) Bat:alion "Barbarige™, and (3) 1st
Battal